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PREFACE.

THERE is necessarily a great deal that is tentative
and provisional in the present volume. The earlier
chapters, in particular, as [ am well aware, furnish
only the outlines of an enquiry which needs to be
pursued in a much more exhaustive manner before
anything like final conclusions can be reached. But
so far as [ have gone, | wish to acknowledge the
valuable and ready help which has been given me
by numerous correspondents at home and abroad.
I regret that it is not possible to give names with-
out leading to the identification of cases and places
which had better remain anonymous; but the in-
debtedness of this volume to their assistance is none
the less on that account. s

To Mr. Acland 1 am indebted for continuous
help and many suggestions during the preparation
of this book,

February, 1892, ]. A S






CONTENTS.

InTRODUCTION . . . . . . Ce . . X

CHAPTER L
TIE LIFE OF THE POOR IN OLD AGE.

Tk Scope of the Problem.—A Few Statistics.—Anxiety about
Oid Age how far Justified among the Working-Class.—
Priwa Faciz Evidence of Poverty.—Livelihood in Old Age.
—*" Scraped Together.,”—Examples from Town Life,—The
Whitechapel Pensioners.—Typical Cases and General
Characteristics.—Difficalty of Investing Small Savings.—
Absence of Thrft Institutions for Women.—Dependence
on Relatives,—The Value of a Small Regular Allowance —
Life on 62 a Week and Weekly Expenditure.—A Few
Charity Organisation Cases. Some General Results.—Old
Age in the Rural Districts. Evidence from the Midlands
and the North Riding, North Wales, Somersetshire.—
Varying Conditions but Cerfain Common Characteristics.—

to the Workh in Town and Country . . I

CHAFTER 11
WACE-EARNING CAPACITY IN QLD AGE.
THE Resources of the Working-Class in Old Age.—Savings
Generally Insufficient. —Other Resources (1) Earnings of

Themselves or Relatives ; (2} Denefits of Trade, Friendly,
anme Other Societies ; (3) Charity, The Eaming Powers of



viii Contents.

the Working-Class in Old Age.—Modem Industry Un-
favourable to the Old or Elderly. —Prof. Marshall's Opinion.
—Evidence from Various Trades.—Iron and Steel Workers,
—Carpenters.-~Compositors.—Miners in Northumberland
and Yorkshire.—Seamen and Firemen. —Railway-Workers.
—Textile Trades,—Labourers, Dockside and Agricullural. —
Women Workers and Domestic Servants.—General Con-
clusions . : . H “ - P ¥ £ f .

CHAPTER IIL

THE RESOURCES OF OLD AGE.
{Otker than Earmings or the Poor Law.)

1Mow far is the Ground Covered by Existing Institutions ?—
Attitude of the Friendly Societies.—To what Extent is their
Opposition Justified 7—Failure of Friendly Society Super-
annuation Schemes.—[ndirect Method of Dealing with Old
Age through Continuous Sick Pay.— Dangers and Objec-
tions.—Importance to Friendly Societies of Putting Old
Age Benefits on a Sound Footing.—Trade Union Super-
annuation.—No Actuarial Basis.—Inadequacy of these
Benefits to Meet the Case as a Whole. —Employers® Super-
annuation Schemes.— Pension Funds of Railway Companies
and Shipping Federation,—Ohjection of Trade Unionists
how far Valid.—Provision for Old Age through Building
Societies.—Examples from the North of England.—Indi-
vidual Savings and Charity.—Difficalty of Forming an
Estimate o ame  w am ven wy n uew a

CHAFTER IV.
THE AGED AND THE POOR LAW,
THE Value of the Evidence of Pauperism.—Three Sources of

Information—Mr. Burt's Return.-—Mr. Loch's Criticism.—
Mr. Charles Booth's Enquiry into the Pauperism of Stepney

23

47



