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TREPADER,

Tuis sermon first appeared in some
of the religions papers, shortly after
it was preached in Charleston, before
the General Assembly, in 1853, It
was afterwards revised by the anthor,
and the copy-right given to the Lev.
Elijuh Wilzon, that it might appear 1n
a volume of sermonz, by distinguizhed
Preshyterian ministers, to be published
by Mr. Wilson for his own benefif, he
having been laid aside from the min-
istry, by the entire loss of sight.
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4 PREFACE.

By the kindness of Mr. Wilson, the
Board has obtuined permission fo print
this admirable discourse, in the prezent
form, in compliance with fthe wishes
of mauny persons m the chureh, for
its more extensive ecirculation.

THE EDBITOR.
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Even go, every good tree bringeth forth good fruit,
but a eorrupt tree bringeth forth ovil freit.—
Marr. va. LY.

TrrsE words of our Lord contain a
profound and comprehensive truth.
Az the nafare of the tres, whether
good or corrupt, iz made kuown by 113
fruit, even so, tha DBlasler ohzcrves,
fulse prophets may be deiected. They
come in sheeps clothing, yet being
inwardly ravening wolves, their rupa-
ity invariably betrays itsell, Now
we may give to this mazim a wider
applieation, and sugrest that a religions
faith, as well as a rvelizious teacher,

whether true or false, will develope,
1+ (5]
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by outward and significant marks, all
its vilal peculiarities. The inner life
of Judaism, in its purer days, and then
that life in the period of its degeneracy,
clearly revealed its nature by wany
striking phenomena, The same rewark
applies to Christinnily in all the phases
which il assumes. These phases arve
determined by the peculiar theology
which, frem lime to time, ia received
into the hixed and inward convietions
of munkind. The true discovers 1tzelf
as good, and the false ag evil, by nevit-
able developments. * Even 3o, every
aond tree bringeth forth good [rail, bub
a eorrupt tree bringeth forth evil
fruit.” The text, as thus explamed,
prescribes to this oceasion a discourse
of
OUR THEOLOGY IN ITS DEVELOIMENTE.

The purposes of thiz arzument do
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not require a discussion of our theology
in its sources and evidences. INor i3
it needful, in this presence, to expound
its peculiar doctrimes. These have
heen made widely known throngh its
living dizgciples, 1ta written formularies,
itz eelebrated teachers of former gen-
eralions, and their powerful adver-
suvies, Few intellient persons are
isnorant of the doctrines which iis
faithtol disciples deduce {rom Lhe
geriptures, evem thos¢ louching the
govereiznty of God and the dependence
of the grenture; his purpose as foreor-
daining, and his glory as the end of
greation, sin, and redemption; the im-
putation unto all of the guilt of the
first man, onr federal head; the utter
corruption of human nature; the elec-
tion unto salvation of a certain and
definite number; their redemption by



