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Remarks on the Ornithology of Northern Norway

by
Robert Collett,
With & Map.
- Head at the Meeting of the Society on 208 Dec. 1872, (Printed in April 1878).

Each of the last three summers 1 have been enabled to
prosecute a series of of zoological vesearches in the northern
and central portions of the Norwegian coast: in 1870, on the large
islands off the Trondhjem Fjord, Hitterem, Freyen, and otliers;
in 1871, in the provinces ‘of Namdalen and Nordland; in 1872, in
West Finmark and the neighbourhood of Tromss. The principal
ornithological facts resulting from the first of these excursions having
been already published,? the following pages will embrace my resear-
ches during the two last summers in the northern parts qf the uoﬁntﬂr.

To give a tolerably complete account of 't.helf_:_ivifauna of a
region so characteristically eituated and wide in extent as is the
northern coast of Norway, the researches of years would hardly
guffice, Therefore it iz obvious, that what is here recorded, does by no
.means pretend to exhaust the subject. Nay, I am convinced from
the observations I have made, that a rich harvest of facts may
yet be gathered from further and more diligent researches in
regions go attractive by their situation and gemeral character.

My chief object in the present paper has been to compare and
elucidate with regard to hahits and geographical distribution the
several species known as inhabiting the regions north of the Polar
Circle in Norway. Observations from ofher localities on the North

! Ornithologiske Bamarkninger til Morges Fauns (Nyt Mag. £ Nawrv, Vol. 18,

p. 161}
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Coast, In particular Nordland, - will, however, be found subjoined,
and I have likewise recorded such of the latest ornithological
discoveries in the country as I held to be of a special interest.

As regards Finmark, the eastern portion of that Stift, or ,@st-
finmarken* has been specially favoured, in having beenm made the
subject of comparatively accurate researches, extending over a
periodl of many years, — a8 witness the lsbours of 3chrader,? Bom-
merfelt,” Nordvi. Bearing this in mind, I passed the whole of
last summer in West Finmark and Tromsg Amt * provinces com-
paratively little kmown to ornithologists. The localities visited were
chiefly the following: — In Fénmarken Amt the tracts- bordering on
the Porsanger Fjord, the coantry round the North Cape, and the valley
of Alten; in Tromse Amt, the island of Tromse, and the valley
of the Maalselv, Btore Tamsg, an island im the Porsanger
Fjord, about 1 Cmile in extent, atiracted my attention in & special
degree: here I found a very considerable pumber of the Arctic
Grallae and Nataiores, for instance Tringa minuta, and Brania
leweopsis. As in the valley of the Maalselv and in Alten, I
obeerved not a few species of the central Eurepean fauna, which,
owing to the influence of the (ulf Stream on the climate, are
enabled to range to s latitude in Nerway far exceeding their limits
in the easterninterior portions of the European Coniingat: so also
ot Gjesveer, a bird preserve and fishing Jocality west of the North
Cape, I found several of the more easterly species beyond their
extreme western range, as hitherto known,

The localities which I explored in the summer of 1871, were
chiefly the tracts bordering oo the Foldenfiord, and the southern
portions of Helgeland.

The directors of the Bergen Museum kindly placed at my
disposal the late Pastor Heltzen's MS. on the fauna and flora
of Helgeland, belonging to that insfitution. In this yoluminous
work, which is brought down to the year 1842, sll the spacies

* Journ. 1. Ornith, 1883, p. 840,

* Ofv. Egl. Ver Akad. Forh. 1861, p. 67
! The most nocthern part of thia ,Ami® i in lafitods 70° 30
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observed in Helgeland (Nordland) are . accurately described and
figured, the ornithological section being based oo the earliest editions
of Nilsson's fauna. In this work, which, hewever, is to be made
use of with considerable resgrvetion, 1 have found recorded as
occurring in Nordland, several species that had not previously been
observed in such high latitudes.

Finally will be found recorded various obsgrvations made in other
parts of the country, in particular the coagt region, and chiefly go far
As they bear apon those relating to gpecies oceurring in the northern
districts. From iha researches of late years two new species,
Cygnwe plor and Chowlelasmus strepers, which had not previously
been observed within the confines of the country, are now intro-
duced into our fauna.®

The total number of species actually belonging to the Nor-
wegian fauna is thus &t the present moment 250. Of these, 174
- have been observed within the Polar Circle; of this pumber 160
baving ranged as far north as within the Jimits of Tromss Amt;
and finally 150 species belong to the fsuna of Fipmark proper.

A. Incessores, Yig
1. Passeres, Lin. Sundev.

Turdus viscivorus Lin, .

North of Bodg, near which town it was found breeding [Godmn.n,
Ibis 1861), it has been observed by Professor Sundevall only at
Alten (709,

Tyrdus iliaeous, Lin

Commen in all the birch woods of West Finmark. On the
island of Tromsg and in the valley of the Maalselv, the nests
found between 16t and 20uk June contained young in varions stages
of growth, from nestlings just hatched to half grown hirde. In 2

' Vide  Nocges Pugle o deres goographiske MrMehl i Landet® i Forh. §
Vid Gelk. 1868, p. 116--1594.
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nest near Bosekop, in Alten, there were fresh eggs so late as
14th July 1874,
Turdus musicus, Lin.

Was tolerably abundant in the valley of the Maalselv, mear
Tromsg, in June 1872, its occurrence being not exclusively confined
to conifer woods; rarer in Alten (707, the most northern point at
which perhaps,it occurs. As abreeding bird-it is highly improbable
that on the seathern fells it ever passes bheyond the limits of the fir
region; in the summer of 1871, it was met with breeding at
Maristuen, on the Fillefjeld, about 2800° above the level of the sea:
hence its geographical distribution in Norway coalesces with that
of the Pinus syloestris; it affects, however, m'.rana.bly sprice woods.

Turdus pilaris, Lin

Exceedingly numerous in the birch woods of Finmark, yet in
no locality in colonies 5o large a8 on the south-western coast. On
Tromseen, the nests, which are built pot infrequently on dwelling-
houses, contained young 16t June 1872; in Alten, adults of the year
and fresh eggs were found at one and the same time. As the autumn
advances, they journey southward, few individvals passing the winter
in Finmark, a fact suffciently explained by the nature of their
food (berries of Sorbus aucuparia).

This species would appear to count & greater number of var-
ieties than any other Norwegian bird, and several of such specimens
are preserved in the museum of the university. The last two, a
speckled white example, (November 1871), and a pale yellow al-
hino {January 1872), were hoth killed near Christiania.

) Turdus merulae, Lin,

Oceurs tolerably common along the inner shores of the Trond-
hjemsfjord (64% ; I observed it at Namsos, June 20th 1871. Godman
found it breeding near Boda, fhe mest northern known limit of
its distribution.

Turdus torgquaifns, Lin

Common along the whole coastal line, as far north as Lofoten.
Not very numerous in West Finmark; the species here preferring
the islands, where it has been found as far north ae Fugls (Yo" 207).
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In East Finmark, it is seldom met with and ounly during the brief
period of migration. )

The notea and nesting habits of this bird have been variously
deseribed. The 1(th Jume 1872, I lighted on several pair breeding
in immediate prozimity to one another (among T. pilaris) at
Hjerkinhe (8100'), on the Davre. The males mounted into the air
like on Anthus, warbling in their ascent a2 melodions strain, which,
though mellow and varied, was not loud, and very unlike the dismal
call-note heard at other times. A nest, built upon the bare ground
beneath a spreading juniper bush, contained b eggs, almost fresh.

Cinclus aguaiticus, Lin

Not very numerous in West Finmark, where, us in East Fin-
mark, it occurs in the iland tracts. At the approsch of winter,
it moves towards the coast, and at that season of the year may
not infrequently be met with on the island of Tromsa.

Regulus eriztatus, Koch

As & breeding bird, scarcely known north of Salten, within
the Polar Circle (67", The correctness of Professor Rathke's
statpment, which makes it occur at the North Cape,’ bas been
previously questioned by Sundevall; indeed Rathke's assmmption
must rest solely on the presence of stray individuals, there being
no vestige of spruce growth here. In East Finmark, according to
Nordvi, flights of these birds were obgerved repestedly at Vadss,
April 126 1853, and the following days, and individuals were even
taken alive in the hand, '

On the 20t May 1872, Mr. Landmark discovered a mnest in
Smaalehnene, containing 11 eggs, whick had been sat upon for
about 48 hours, (Length 13%,,—14%/,, mm, breath 10%/,,—10%/,, mm),

The nest being attached to the pendent twigs of & pine tree,
some 30 feet from the ground, it was a matter of the greatest
difficulty to sight it even at the distance of half a yard. The

- diameter, outside, was %0mm, ingide, only 35mm, Height of nest

' In  Norgee Fugle® ete. {Forh, Vid-Selsk. 1888, p, 121).  Alen® is crroneously
mentioned; hitherto it has not been foend shere, but may possibly oceer.
* At first recorded by Hasch in Nyt Mag. f. Natorv.t B. 1, p. 870
2
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Y5mm, It was comstructed principally of fine moss and lichens,
closely interwrought with the strong silky threads which certain
species of Araneidae spin round their eggs. Amoungst the other
materials were thin, dry pioe twigs, and here and there a tuft of
the down of Cirsium. The inside was thickly lined with the feathers
of small birds, amongst which those of Fringifla spinus could be
readily distinguished.
Rulieilla phoenicurws, Lin

Numerous in Alten, near Bosekop, and on Tromsg in the
months of June and July 1872; it is likewise of frequent occurrence
in East Fipmark, and has been found breeding near Reng (70°20").
At Salsvand, oorth of Namees, [ fouad 23+ June 1871 a nest with
B egge, at a distence of less than B0 yards from & mnest, then
occupied, of the Haliafos albicilla,

A pest taken from the bollow trunk of 4 bireh tree om 9th
June 1872 was consiructed chiefly of the hair of Myodes [emmus,
snd lined with the feathers of Lagopus albus.

Cyanecula suecien, Lin

Common in birch undergrowth in Finmark and on Tromse;
in West Finmark, it was most sbupdant along the shores of the
Porsangerfiord and in Alten, TFrom the middle of July full grown
birds of the year were to be seen almost everywhere.

On the southern fells this species would seen to be steadily
increasing from year to year, Both on the Dovre and Fillefjeld,
and their ramifications, it is very abundamt in wooded and
willowed marshes; at the latter end of July 1872, this species
with their full growe young struck me as being the most num-
erous of all the small birds in the wide marshy tract round Fok-
stuen on, the Dovrefjeld, a locality in which mearly the whole
of our alpine fauna is found represented. At the same time
individuals of this species were occasionally seen in the sub-
alpine districts of Gudbrandsdalen; it is by no means however
probable, that the bird ever breeds here; it merely repairs from the
adjacent fells at the close of the breeding season. In the lowlands
they are rarely observed, and only on their migratory passage,

r
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which may, perhaps, be partly accounted for by their shy and
cautious habits. ‘But in the vieinity of Christiania, where they
have been more sought after, several examples have basn procured
of late years; two males, for instance, were killed on the 18th May 1871.

In the breeding season the males are, as a rule, anything but
shy; they perch upon the tallest willows and sing their ever
changing song, variatioos being constantly introduced. The azure
throat, invariably with a centre spot of bay (only thiz form is
known in Norway), render it & highly conspicuous bird, easily
recognised at a distance. In both sexes the alarm note is very
similar to that of Saxirels. The 10th June 18%%, I found on the
Dovre several nests, some of which contained incubated eggs; all of
the nests were underneath willow bushes, and were constructed
exclusively of the finest grass (Poa). )

A very peculair coloration marked the plumege of a female,
shot on the Dovre, July 13t 1871. In this specimen the chin
was blue blended with whitish; the breast lightish brown, on the sides
bordered with & black band, spotted with white, Below the breast
there was a blue stripe margined with red. Though pot a sterile
female (the ovarium. contained eggs the size of & pes) this
individual was very like a young male. On examining the stomach
it was found to contain seeds and a Clawsilia, exclusive of insects.
In the stomachs of examples (young birds and adults) procured in Fin-
mark were found only insects (Coleopters, Tipulide), and their larve.

The size of individuals varies in a considerable degree; I
have measured old males with a total length of 148/, 152, 155,

and 160 mm, .
Erithacus rubecula, Lin

Namdalen in June 1871; further north it occurs here and there

in Nordland, extending into the Pglar Circle.
Saxicola venanthe, Lin.

Common along the whole coast-line, In Finmark it was numerous
both on the fishing-grounds, whither it resorts in search of food
among the fish drying on the ,Hjelder® (a kind of pele, on which
the fish is dried), and high up among the snow patches on the

deszclate plateaus of the fells. i



