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PREFACE.

Tness Lectutes were origloally composcd for 8 Congre-
gation, connisting principally of the humbler class of
sgricultorisis. They sre oow printsd with a view to
more genersl circulation, pot ooly mmorget the samn
description of persony in the souniry, hut also in twwns,
and egpegially for meohanics, ard for servants in privats
famibes: ard seoordiogly alw et wothing mors Hhan
conveying the great truths of religion in the simplest and
mogt obvions form, aod in the plainest and moat homely
langusge to thareaders, Al proament of atyle or artifles
of illustyption beipg cavefully svoided an tending ta
frustrate mther than advapcs their mare Immediate ob-
ject, of enforeing the duties of life among the lowly snd
lesn aducsimd, snd geiting foeth the foundstion wpon
which it in indispeneable they should be boilt.

It may appear st flrst somewbat winguler o have
selented for this end the sulject of Gideon, the bold and
succesaful mesertor of the rights end roligion of his en-
slaved countrymen; a theme spparently better caloulated.
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to improve the mpirit of military than of domestic life and
doties. But the objection will vanish cn & closer in-
wpeciton of the encred nurrative, which, shert and simple
a8 it in, ineuloatsy in every detail the pecesaity of a full
and perfeet, bot humble, confidence in the promisss of
the Dwity, in His will and His power to work out the
mightieat galvation, theongh the feeblent and least promis-
ing meana The laseon, aleo, woold tesch o8 by ita close
to aveld all self confldence ad presumption i our own
powers, oren when thess heve, in successive inatanres,
Yok il S Sriataiivinnts of Bhiphit dallvaries
from evil by the might of hesven. For thare is perhaps
enaal danger fo the Christian i distrusting the power of
the Bateemner and In pressrving on his own, The very
sitnplicity and conciseusss of the History of Gideon
thersfore vepder it epsy to receive and retain, in one
single jmpression, on the humbkest mind

Ax the suthor's object has been to iliostrate the
prectieal doties for the lowly in their own sphere, he has
carefully shunned the slightset reference to sbstract
points ot disputed tonets of every kind, and deeply woald
be rogret that any ons expression sheuld be suppossd to
oarry with it such bearing.
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To the humble in station, there in slee an additionsl
interest o the posnes and viciasitades that take place i
the higheat ranke aid the widest stages af life, For in
them the Hand of Providence seems to Intermingls the
deepent shadows with the tmightest lights of glocy, mak-
ing the attractons they would otherwise oovet & lesson
and & wartidtg to the lowly: the wote strikiog snd
lesting, becauee framed oo the largest seale. Thus in the
izatance before us, the proud aod godless triumph of the
wadike Midianites iu‘ttnahﬁﬂ. Iy the very dost by the
humble lsboerer of the threshing foor, and the fine! pre-
aumption of * the mighty man of valor,” is toroed into &
snate utibs Gidesn atd adl his Bouse,

Soch id the view taken By the author of these nopre-
tending pages: and heis happy b Bave Dood coincidencs
and support in this opinioe fom the Ficends on whese
judgment and encturagement he has alweys had resson
to crmfide: noris the sentiment confined to themn alone
for since the commencetnnot of the suthor's tasl, he has
heard of two other works oca the same subjoct, though
neither of them haa fallen in hiz way,

March 25, 1543,



