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INTRODUCTION,

OT the least difficult matter in connection
N with the present work has been the choice

of a title, The one finally determined
upon is far from satisfactory, because it scarcely
suggests Lhe scope of the subject treated. Tree
cnough, the single word Nowmexcratovre oficred
itself as a swoitable title; bot this is really a
French word, derived, of course, from the Latin, and
although it has been admilled into our vocabulary
simply owing to the lack of an IEnglish eguivalent,
its use is properly restricted to the classilication of
technical terms in relation to a particular branch
of sclence. In a scientific sense, then, the word
Nomenclature finds a ready acceptance ; but for the
classification of the names of persons, of places, and
of things, it is altogether too pedantic. A young
friend of the author the other day, on being in-
formed, in answer to his ingquiry, that this work
would probably be entitled * The Curiositics of
Nomenclature,” promptly asked whether it might
not be as well to explain, first of all, what the word
Nomenclature meant., Now, the author does not
believe for one moment that any intelligent person
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who took up this volume would be at a loss to judge
of its contents from the title, that is, supposing the
word Nomenclature appeared on the page; never-
theless, his young friend’s suggestion reminded him
that a book intended not for the sclentific and
learned, hut for general reference, should hear a
title easilv comprehended by all classes of the com-
munity. The title originally chosen has, therefore,
been rejected m favour of ong less pretentious and
more matter-of-fact: if it is not sufficiently expres-
sive, the fault must be attributed to the poverty of
the English language.

Of all the * Ologies,” PHILOLOGY, or the science of
language, 15 the most seductive ; and that branch of
it known as Etvaorooy, which traces the derivation
and comhbination of the words of a language from
its primary roots, possssscs an interest—once might
almost sav a fascination—for all, when once the
attention has been arrested by it. This fact is
proved by the popularity of Archbishop Trench’s
puhlished lecturss on * The Study of Words,"” which
have now reached a nineteenth edition. But it is
not to an examination of the dictionary words of the
Inglish language that the present volume is devoled.
Bearing in mind that several excellent works already
exist on this subject, the author has occupied
himself in the following pages exclusively with the
ctymology, and significance of Names—of personal
nanies, comprising Surnames, Sgbriquets, Pseu-
donyms, Nicknames, Class Names, and Professional
Designations; of names of places, including the
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Countries of the World, with the principal
Seas, Islands, Gulfs, Straits, &c., the United
States of North America, the Counties of England
and Wales, and particularly the Districts, Streets,
Squares, Churches, and Fublic Buildings of London ;
of the names of Religious Sects and Political Fac-
tions ; of the names of Inns and Taverns; in addition
to the names of an infinite number of objects with
which every one is familiar, but whose actoal signifi-
cance 15 comprehended only by a few.

As to the utility of such a worle, a brief glance into
these pages may convince the reader that the subject
of Naumes is fraught with much popular interest.
Take the names of London streets. How many
among the thousands who follow their daily occupa-
tions within sight of the gilt cross of 5t. Paul's,
ever reflect that the mame of each street they fre-
quent and pass by the wey, points fo the origin of
the street itself; and that, were they to cultivate a
practical acquaintance with those names, their know-
ledpe of English History and Sociolegy might be
considerably enlarped, with a result that they would
be brought to ask themselves at length how they
could have been possessed of ““souls so dead"” as
never to have entercd upon such a profitable ficld
of inquiry before? Whitefriars, Blackfriars, and
Austin Friars, carry us back in imagination to the
days of yore; the [riars have long returned to the
dust, but the localities they inhabited are still iden-
tified with their existence by the names they bear.
Yet these are possibly the only thoroughfares in the



5 Fundrodnction.

City—with the excepticn of such as have derived
their names from a neighbouring church, public
building, or private mansion—concerning which the
average Londoner can express himsell with any
degree of certainty: if he venture a guess at the
rest, it is safe to assert that he will be open to
correction. The like chservation applies to public
buildings.

If the question were asked, for example, why
the well-known Ships' Repistry Offices over the
Roval Dxchange are universally referred to as
* Lloyd’s,” ninety-nine out of every hundred City
men would avail themselves of the very plausible
suggestion that the system of Marine Insurance was
frst established, either there or elzewhcere, by some
person named Lloyd. True, acertain Edward Lloyd
had a remote connection with the enterprise ; but he
was a coftee-house keeper, who probably knew no
more about ships and their tonnage than ** Jona-
than,” another noted London coffee-house keeper,
after whom the Stock Exchange was formerly desig-
nated, knew about " bulls” and * bears.” Agpgain, it
is not every one who could aceount, off hand, for
such familiar names as Scotland Yard, Bedlam,
Doctors’ Commaons, the Charterhouse, the churches
of 5t. Mary-Axe, St. Clement-Danes, St. Hallow's-
Barking, or St. Cathering Cree. A few barristers
would, doubtless, be in a position te inform us
wherefore our seminaries for the study of the law
were originally styled * Inns of Court”; but the
ordinary inquirer, left to his own resources, might
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find the problem somewhat difficult to selve. Surely
they were not at one time inns? and if so, whence
came the designation Inns of Court? Did the Court
flunkeve patronize them, perhaps? Or, more likely,
did the sovereign, attended by the Court, take a fancy
to sleeping bencath the roof of each for once in a way,
after the manner of Queen Elizabeth ?  And, speak-
ing about inns, every Londener is, of course, aware
of the one-time existence of ** La Belle Sauvage " on
the north side of Ludgate Hill, albeit the origin of
this sign has generally been ascribed to Pocahontas,
of Virginia, who accompanied her husband, John
Rolfe, back to Iingland in the year 1610, and, as
tradition has it, put up at this famous old coaching-
house. Moreover, Mesers, Casscll and Co., whaose pre-
mises occupy the site, and are approached from La
Belle Sauvage Yard, have profited by the popular
misconception to the extent of adopting the figure of
a female partly clad in skins as their trade-mark.
Then, again, who has not heard of * The Tabard"”?
and whence did that derive its sign? Among other
celebrated inns stil preserved to us, we have
“ Jack Straw’s Castle™ on Hampstead Heath., Dut
who was Jack Straw f and had he ever a castle
thercabouts? If the pages of English History do
not furmish a clue to this person, the following
pages will,

A great deal of the early history of England can
be gleaned from the names of the counties into
which this country is divided. The terms Shire
and County are so far synonymous in that they
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indicate a portion of land distinguished by a par-
ticular name; yet, etymologically considered, they
are widely different. Although every shire is a
county, it is not every county to whose individual
name the word **shire' may be added. The latter is
essentially Anglo-Saxon, denoting a division of land
possessed by an earl, and wherever it occurs it points
conclusively to the Saxon occupation of England.
Certainly, we do not speak ol Essex-shire, Middle-
sex-shire, or Sussex-shire, becanse the Saxon terri-
tories referred to, as weli as their relative positions,
are fully indicated inn the names themselves. Neither
are we accustomed to allude to Surrey-shire, for the
reason that the word Swrrgy expressed the Anglo-
Saxon for the land south of the rey, or river,
comprizing, as it did, that large tract of land de-
scribed as Woessex, or the land of the West Saxons,
now divided intp six southern shives, The fact is,
Wessex was the great kingdom of the Saxoens in this
country, whereas Essex, Middlesex, and Sussex were
but petty kingdoms. Conseguently, in the kingdom
of Wessex it was that earldoms were first created,
and lands appertaining thereto were literally seived,
or sheared off. On the other hand, it would be
ridiculous in the exireme, quite apart frem the
unfamiliarity of such an expression, to speak of
Kent-shire, because there i3 pothing in the name,
and but littie in the history of the county, that in-
vests it with a Saxon interest. It is only from habit,
tog, or because the name lends itself to the euphony,
that Devon is denominated a shire ; for not only



