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% PREFACE,

In preparing these sermons for republieation, I
find that in some instances & favorite illustration, text
of Seripture, or subsidiary thought occurs more than
once. But as there i, 2 I believe, no duplication of a
subject or of a continuous train of thought, I have pre-
ferred to let the sermons reappear in their original
form. If they can in any humble messure serve the
purpose with which they were written, the anthor can
have no greater joy than in thus renewing and con-
tinuing the chosen work of his years pf active service
in the University.
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L

RELIGION UNCHANGING IN ITS CLAIMS.
{1861.)

“ Jesus Christ, the ssme yesterday, io-day, and forever."—
Heprews xlil, 8

He who would have addressed a graduating
class in this University a century ago, would have
assumed the paramount importance of Christ, and
his religion as felt by his hearers, no less than
claimed by himself. Christianity was then deemed
by each and all the prime interest of each and all.
Not that sincere Christian diseipleship was uni-
versal; but those who were not Christians felt
themselves almost pariahs,—outeasts,—in a condi-
tion in which they were afraid sither to live or to
die. The prevalent fesling now is—though per-
hape it may not often find distinet utterance—
that religion haalost something of ita importance,—
that it ia of right & less engrossing interest than
formerly,—that its claims should be pressed more
modestly than they used to be,—in fine, that from
a primary it has become a secondary concern.
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Yet there can have been no essential change.
Christ is the pame yesterday, to-day, and forever.
It is the fashion of the world, not the Sun of
Righteousness, that shows an altered phase. As
the unchanging stars have in one age diligent and
painstaking observers, and in the next, it may be,
none who devote themselves to their study; as in
one century they are believed to govern human
destiny, and are consulted about affairs great and
small, and in the next, even their actual uses may
be ignored,—so does Christ, always oceupying the
same unapproached eminence, hold a more or. less
prominent place in the regard of different genera-
tions, he and his religion at some epochs, standing
in the foreground of men’s thoughts and interests,
and at some, almost crowded out of life by the
pressure of secular excitement.

OQurs, as I have intimated, ia not a religioua
age. One chief reason for this unfortunate dis-
tinction iz the inrush, the avalanche of worldly
interests through the progress of art and science,
especially throngh the ageney of steam and electro-
magnetism, giving us more to learn, to discuss, to
hope, to fear, and often to do in a week than
would have sufficed for a year of the slower life of
the last century. It is the tendency of each indi-
vidual to fall into the general habit of thought
and feeling, and thus to regard religion as of the
less importance becanse it has lost something of
its former hold on the public mind.



