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PREFACK.

Ix a former work, namely, “ Practical Horze-
manship,” [ gave such hints on ordinary riding
as I trusted would be nseful to the reader, based
nz they were on prineiples that I found, when put
in practice, had usually answered their intended
purpose,

But that work was confined exclusively to road
riding; and my motive in limiting it to that braneh
of equestrianism arose from deference to what 1
comecived micht be the wishes and interest of the
reader.  If he only wants to practize road riding,
he has there the best adviee I ean give; and if he
wishes to become acquainted with hunting riding,
he will find the sulject discussed in the present
volume — * TrE Huxtixe-Fiennp.”

That there are thousandz of hunting riders to
whom it would be the height of arvorance i me
to offer any advice, Lam ruite aware; and if such
should think proper to peruse this book, that they
will only do so from curiosity, or to pnsz awny an
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vi PFREFACE,

wlle hour, T am aware also.  Dut fortunately for
the Author, there are tens of thousands who
bunt ; and numbers of these are widely different
from the real buntimg man.  The two are about
on a par with the man who eails on the sen and
the zailor.

If all men who hunt were really hunting men,
not a line of advice on the subject of riding to
hounds should ever have been penned by me. 1
write for z=ome whe hunt, and any who intend to
hunt ; and so far much practice and experience
may, 1 trust, give me some prefence to offer
advice.

The book in no way pretends to make any one
acquamted with the mode of hunting hounds, or
of hecoming conversant with the intrieacies of the
chace ; it docs not cven pretend to make o man a
sportsman.  Neither theory nor precept could do
this, however good might be the former, or how-
ever ably advaneed might be the latter. DPracticc
and obzervation must be ealled in to achieve this,
But a& to becoming o sportsman, a man must be
ahle to ride with hounds; if 2 book affords such in-
structions to the tyro as will enable him to do this
with safety to himself and horse, it has some elnim
to utility ; and that utility will be further in-
creased if, n teaching him how to promote his
own =port, it also tells him how and where to
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avold marring that of others ; for, though “ 1 hope
I don't intrude” could always produce a laugh
for Liston, if it was quoted on maiming a favoor-
ite hound, or heading a fox just breaking eover,
the offender would be told he did intrude most abo-
minably : and  Tally ho, back 1" from the hungs-
man would probably be followed by anathemas
hoth loud and deep.

Thoze who have seen what horzes have done and
will do with such weights as Blessrs. Gurney,
Edge, or Colonel Wyndbam, and have alzo seen
the best dead beat under the lightest man, must
be quite aware of the wonderful difference between
riding with judzment and the reverse, It iz in
fact, almost in effect ns great as that between
a good and bad horse,  Any ordinary difference of
weizht 13 slight when put in comparizon with that
between judicions and injudicious riding 5 and in
knowing what does or does not distress horses,
this difference mainly depends,

Fizuratively speaking, any man with common
judzment and moderate nerve can keep a fair place
with hounds, if he rides the same horses, it those
are good and handy, and the country an average
one as to its peneral character and fences; but to
make the most of & moderate horze, manage a
gueer-tempered one, or keep an uncertain fenger
straight and on his legs, requires a knowledge of
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horses, fencing, ground, and huniing, not to be
acquired in o geason or two,

1 may be unequal to impart such information
ag 1= requisite to make wy reader what he may
wigh to become in such matters; but he may ab
Jeast derive this advantage from a perusal of this
volume — it will prolmbly enable lim to under-
stam] and appreciate superior instruetions from
any better informed than myzelf, v the matters
on which I have written.

1, however, such joint efforts fail in teaching
hiny to acquire the indispensable requisites tor
a hunting rider, let him again read this preface,
where 1 oive him =uch advice as, under sueh
circumgtances, I know fo be good; namely, let
him seck other pursuitz amd give up hunting, for
he will find no real enjoyment in it, if, insteml
of = going like a workman ” among those who do,
certain indieations make him more than suspect
he is “ going like o muifl”

In something Lke dllustration of these two
opposite characters, I have sketehed two zubjects
for engravings, which I trust will ux;_:iuin their
meaning sufficiently withont my intruding long
on the reuder's tine,

The *right sort,” I mean to comprehend both
biped and gquadroped: the men are a good, {air
specimen of hunting riders, the horses also o fair
deseription of hunter: they are taking a rather



