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PREFACE.

Tur object of the following pages is, to give a view of
the principal arguments which maintain the indefensibility
aod impolicy of war, and to examine the reasoning which
is advanced in its favor.

The author has not found, either in those works which
treat exclusively of war, or in those which refer to it as
part of & geméra,l gystem, any examination of the question
that embraced it in all its bearings. In these pages, there-
fore, he has attempted, not only o inquire into ita accord-
ancy with Christian principles, and to eoforce the obliga-
tion of these prineiples, but to discuss those objections to
the advocate of peace which sxre advanced by philesophy,
and to examine into the auwthority of those which are en-
forced by the power of habik, and by popular opinion,

Perhaps no other apology i necessary for the introsion
of ihis easay opon the publie, than that its subject is, in &
very high degree, important. Tpon such a subject as the
slanghter of mankind, if theve be & doubt, however inde-
terminate, whether Christionity does not prohibit it—if
there be a possibility, however remote, that the happines
and secwrity of & pation can be malntained without it, an
examination of such possibility or doabt, may reasomably
obiain our sttention.—The advocate of peace is, however,
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not obliged to avail himeelf of such eonsiderations: at lenst
if the aothor bad not believed that much more than doubt
and possibility can be advanced in eupport of his opinions,
this inquiry would not have been offered to the public,

He is far from amusing himsell with the expectation of
geoeral assent to the truth of his conclusions, Some will
probably dispute the rectitude of the principles of decision,
and some will dissent from the legitimacy of their application.
Nevertheless, he believes that. the nomber of those whoss
opinions will accord with his own is Increasing, and will yet
mueh more incresse; and this belief is sufficiently confident
to induee him to publish an essay which will probably be
the pubject of contempt to some men, and of ridicole to
others. But ridicule and contempt are not potent reasoners,

* Christianity can only operate as nu alterative. By the
mild diffasion of its light and {nfluence, the minda of men
are insensibly prepared to perceive and eorrect the enormi-
ties, which folly, or wickedness, or accident have introduced
into their public establishmenta™® It is in the hope of
eontributing, in a degree however unimportant or remote,
to the diffusion of this light and influence, that the follow-
ing pages have bean written, '

For the principles of this little volume, or for ita eanclu-
sions, no one is responsible but the writer: they are uncon-
nected with any society, benevolent or religions. He has
not written it for & presenl oeccasion, or with any view to
the present political state of Europe. A question like this
does not concern itself with the quarrels of the day.

*Palev's Moral and Political Philosophy.
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It will, i:arhapn, be thought by some readers, that there
is contained in the following pages, greater severity of
animadversion. than becomes sn advocate of peace. But,
“let it ba remembored, that to bestow good names on bad
things, is to give them a pamport io the world under a de-
lusive disguise,”* The writer believes that ware are often
supported, hecause the systern itsslf, and the actions of its
agents, are veiled in plittering fietions, He has therefore
attempted to exhibit the nature of these fictions and of that
which they conceal; und to state, freely and honestly, both
what they are not, and what they are. In this attempt it
has been difficult—perhaps it has not been pomsible—to
avoid some appearance of severity : but he would beg the
reader always to bear in his recollection, that if he speaks
with censure of any class of men, he speaks of them only
as & class. He is far from giving to such cepsare an indi-
vidual application: Buch an application would be an out-
rage of all candor and all justice. If agumin he speaks of
war as eriminal, he does not attach guilt, necesarily, to the
profeesion of arms. He can suppose that many who engage
in the dreadful work of human destruetion, may do it with-
ont & conaciousness of impropriety, or with a belief of its
virtue. But truth itself is upselterable: whatever be our
conduct, and whatever our opinions, and whether we per-
ceive ita principles or pot, those prineiples are immutable;
and the illustration of truth, so far ss he has the power of
discovering it, is the object ‘of the Inguiry which he now

offers to the pablic,
* Kuoox's Esanyvs, No, 34,



