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CIATTER L

A& PROPOSFEL: ALLIAMCE.

[ Gne of the older, varrower streets of s,
Letween the Champs Elvsees and the Rue St Honord,
a fiacre had drawn up one sharp, frosty afiernoon, ot
the entrance of a frge fhouwse, the Bandsomse posre-
cocficrs of which stood partly open, showmge o paved
vard, with u prass-plot, o the centee of winch stood
a durge soucia-leee, nowy Trown and hares

Froon the haeee descended a0 lady, no looger
yonrng, who wore o cloak of velvel and salie; a hlack
bonpet with erimson featliers fited Leconnngly over
the dark glossy bandeaux of her hare swiing ber
complexion and keen durk eyvest she poid the drver
with a delicately gloved band, wwd eotered,

“Madame Falkz™ she sand, s questionig lone
o the concierge, who was doarnig steckiogs sl
mside the glass door of her lodpe.

15 oot, madaoe,” said that foonctiooary, who had
nsen to speak wish the visior,



o Feal s wWaNTING,

ALY o deappeoanted ah!

Bt Madeoiiselle, —Mademetselte Barton ™ {ihe
slon ™ emplusised sasallyl, <65 at home and receives,”
added the coucivree, consolingly,

The creguiver hesitated  and scemed 1o rellect,
“Well, then. T owill ascend!™ she exclaimed, with
sudden decrsion, _

“ e foorth, te the left, madane said the
concierpre, raidiv, and closed her door agamst the
heen air, while her ipteclocioer began to mount the
bowig stair, iF ot rapidly, yet with o steady firm steps,
that browght ker oo the lofly dtoge, where Made-
maoiselle Barton perchied, witl wehurried breath and
quict palsc.

The foneh story was somewhat low; ioreover o
would have been the betler of fresh paant and paper;
it the clecandly dressed vizitor wiek hitle heed, and
spoediiy rang @ ermeked, janpling Lell at the door
numbered twoo This  after o moment™s delay-—was
openeed wide by s wll, very tall, thim wonsan, oo
loniz smernngs gown of deep-red cashmere; she wore
bier sodl ziey bour oo clese curly erep; her Light-
B, mather dervely engquinng eves gazed doublingly
At the fashienably diessed  dame who Geed  ler;
A bobdly hesked wese andd o lomg spper Lp gave o
soew hat repellen air of sternuess 1o her phystognomy,
which fead an odel wasenbioe look,

Bedon o, nediiee, Iadocan 1oses Modume
Fulk, or Mademoselle Barton?"

s A Lacdame alk is o1l £ am Mademorselle Bacton
andd ot yonr seevice, prdane”



oOPRAsEED aLLIANCE, i

“A thonsand thangs! | bave the plesswe of
knowing  Aadame Falk, bub oost prescot myscelf to
Mademoiselle—Madawe Duopant! My son has the
honour of your dcouamntanee.”

Wy, come k! Yes! We have the pleasure
of knowing Moensienr Achille,” and a gracious smile
lit up the zrun countensace: of Miss Dardoo; “a
charmung vourg men, My cousin will be here very
SOUIE, - Pray, b davn ™ Winle she :-i||ﬁ1:L- aine ushere]
Madame Dupont through o smeall vestibule or ante-
chamber, frony which several doors vpened, 1o o fairly
well-furnished sitting-roon:, dignified by the @itle of
“galon,” which pessessed 2 handsome  Japancse
abinet, snd one or twoe good pletures,

A hali~open door 1o the Jefl pernutted & poep
o o siall romn, clielly |_H'»:_'|:1_|i|=:d b a '.'.'r.:1i'1-l_f-1'-:_:-]1;,
on which, az well a5 oo vangus chors, were puled
newspapers, slips of Ms, hiooks, paaphlets, et e
“Yes! Madame Falk isalready past bher time fon
returming, as wo dalwavs bave a cap of 1ex abowt this
hour,” snd Miss Barton deew forward an arnsecliair
for her visitor,

“Many thamks, mademoselle, T shall then wan
it does not derange you,”

“You do me o pleasure, madome, though el mwe
remark that my cousi and wvseld are real parinees,
and [ am free to atlend to aony matter ol business
concerning her, us she 12 herself£”

“No doubt, mademoselle! I adout tha, besides
dﬂing myseli the howour of |;;|_]]i|1£_; on teicle and
yvourself, I wish 1o ask her o few questions, if she will



