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BRIEF MEMOIR.

For nearly two centuries, the house of Gurney
has possessed such an influeace in the city of
Norwich, that none of its members could have
passed away entirely unfelt and unnoticed.
But no cne has axercised that influence more
powerfully and beneficially, than the honoured
individual, whose resent death has oocnsioned
suoh nniversal lamentation,

Joseph John Guruey, the third son of John
and Catherine Gurney, the sister of Priscilla
Whakeficld, was born in Earlham hall, on the
2nd of August, 1788, A person of the same
pame gg bis father, one of his ancestors, and o
member of the Society of Friends, appears from
the record of * The sufferinge of the People
called Quakers,” to have been a prisoner, with
several others, in Norwich gaol, in the year
1683, for refusing to take an cath; and it is a

remarkable fact, that the Waller Bacom, of
B



2 INFANCY.

. BEarlham, who committed him, was at that time,

reaident in the very hall which the descendants
of the persecuted prisoner now occupy. The
father of our lamented friend, an extensive
dealer in hand-spun yarn, became sabeequently
a partner in the banking business, which had
been established in Pitt street, in 1775, and
waa afterwands brought to the present building.
He was a men of peeuliarly active mind and
habits; publio spirited and benevolent; and his
house at Karlham, to which bhe removed from
Brammerton, in 1786, was the scene of sump-
tuous hospitality,. The superintendence aed
care of 8 family of eleven children devolved,
however, almost entirely upon his wife, whe
was & woman of varied and superior excellen-
gies; possessing an enlarged and well enltivated
. mind, with a refined taste, and high toned con-
goientivusness,  As she died in 1792, her son
Joseph was snon deprived of maternal care, and
his yet infant years were committed to the
intelligent and affectionate training of hia three
elder sistera; ome of whom, who still survives,
supplied, as far ss a aster could supply, a
mother's place; and another of whom, the late
Mrs. Fry, had probably no small degree of
influence in ingpiring hie mind with those prin-




EDUOATION. b4

ciples, which she herself afterwards so nobly
carried out into beneficent practice, During
the earlier years of this interesting family, true
religion had not the eontrolling and eanctifying
power over their minds which it had wabse-
quently. They bhad not yet perceived the
“vanity,” nor experienced the * vezations” of
the world; their path wes sunshine, and their
atmoephere perfume; and their literary tastes,
their elegant aocomplishments, and the rich
hoapitality of “the good man of the house,”
rendered Earlham hall the atiractive centre,
in the mids{ of an extensive cirele, to which
gentry and nobility repaired, and whera the
late Duke of (Houcester wea a welcome and
a delighted visitor.

When the.cducation of our lamented friend
ceased to be conducied at bome, it wes intrusted
to the Rev. J, H. Browne, a clergyman in
Hingham, about twelve miles from Earlbam;
and it was subsequently matured at Oxford,
where he had an excellent private tutor, in the
Rev. John Rogers, & man of great and varied
lenrning ; and where he atiended the loctures of
the professors, and ernjoyed many of the valu-
able privileges of the University, without
becoming & member of it, and withont subscri-
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4 LITEEARY ATTAINMENTH.

bing to the Thirty-nine Articiea. He had
alwaya a strong desire for knowledge, and great
prompiness and facility both in its mcquisition
and impartstion; and his classical, mathems-
tical, and general attainments, if they did not
entitle him to the rank of firat-rate scholarship,
were highly respectable, He had an extensive
acquaintance with the Hebrew and Syriac
languagea, ne woll as with classics, mathema~
tics, and general sciemce. Attached, even in
early life, to Biblical etudies, he had critically
read the Old and New Testaments in the
original languages, in the Syrise Peschito, and
in the Latin Vulgate, before he wes twenty-two
years of age; and he was well sequainted with
Rabbinical and Patristic writings, which are
often referred to in the learned and skilful
criticieme, which sbound in his # Biblical Notes
and Dissertations.” The acguisition of lan-
guages, especially of the Greek and Latin,
though a laborious process, is among the essential
hranches of achool education; and the intellee-
tual tastes by which Mr. Gurney waa distin-
guished in after life, aa well aa the perspicuity
and elegant ease, which characterised hie writ-
ings and his public speaking, were in no emall
degree the effect and the evidence of the atten-



LATIN AND GEEEE. b

tion which he had paid to classical studies. He
also earnestly recommended them to others;
snd in his ¢ Thonghts on Habit and Dissipline,’
there is a chapter on Good Habits of Intel-
lect, in which he says, “ L caonot entirely
agree in the opimions of those persons who
complain of the hours in each passing day,
which are devoted, in most of our sshools, to
Latin and Gireek. True indeed it s, that &
pumber of modern lsoguages, and varicus
branches of philosophy and acience, appear at
firat gight to possesa euperior ciaime in point of
utility ; but I believe that no man, who has
imbibed at echool an acourate knowledge of
Latin and Greek, will regret the hours which
bave been devoted to the pursut. Not only
will he find the polish of classical literature a
real advantage, and ita treasnres worth enjoying ;
not only will his anquaintance with these lan-
guages facilitate the acquirement of others; but
the habits of study which he bas obtained in
the pursuit, will have given him » mastery over
learning, which he will afierwards find it casy
to apply to say of its departments.” But, what
is best of all, his early stulies were not only
pursued and perfected in after life, but all the
intellectual wealth snd power which they



