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INTRODUCTION

Before commencing the story of my own life, I deem it
necessary to say a few words respecting my father’s carcer
nz a soldier,

In January, 1813, my father eulisted in Her Majesty's
93rd Highland Regiment, and was present with the Duke of
Wellington at Waterloo on June 18, 1815, for which he re-
ceived the medal granted for that war. On the completion
of the campaign wy father purchased his discharge, and
veturned to his native home in Perth, Scotland, where hLe
married my mwother, they having known each other from
childhond,

A year afterwards wmy father obtained the rank of sergeant
and master tailor in Hér Majesty’s 94th Regiment, by pur-

_chase, such being at that time the rule of the serviee, This
position he retained until his discharge at Chatham, England,
in Awgrust, 1841, receiving a pension for over twenty-three
years' service. Ha had received the wsual medsl for long
service and geod conduct oo the completion of eighteen years,
the preseribed period, On his diseharge he went to London,
and immediately received employment from Mr. Gilbert, army
clothing contractor, who was well acquainted with my father
from having supplied him with all kinds of military cloth
while so long master tailor in the 94th, In November fol-
lowing, as my father and mother, with my brother and my-
self, were on our way to church, we were met by General
Feith, then on the stafl' at Horse Gunrds, but previonsly
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colonel of the 84th.  He told my father that the 64th Regi-
ment had applied to Hovse Guards for a master tailor, and
asked him if he would accept the position. Well do T re-
member my father’s reply. “I have had enough of soldiering
already, and am deing well.” The general then asked him
to call at his office the next day, that they might talk over
matters connected with the vepiment,  After our relurn from
chureh wy father and mother considered what General Feith
had =aid, and on the following morning, my father, accom-
panied by my brother and myself, went to see the peneral,
who again asked him to accept the master tailorship of the
tidth., Thiz time the suewer was, * Yes, it you will enlist
these two sons of mine; it I may draw my pension while
serving, and be allowed o take my discharge by giving fifteen
days' notice.”  This cansed a langh from all in the office, to
think that my father should ask them to enlist me, then not
gleven vears old, and ouly four feet two inches in height,
though nearly as beoad a2 long, or high. ‘Fhe authorilies
were willing to enlist my brother, but not me. My father
wonld not consent to o owithoot me, and eventually the de-
cision was that I was to be enlisted as a special caze. We two
boys were then enlisted, and passed the usnal doctor’s inspoc-
tion, being made to jump and ron, to show that we had the
use of our limbe and were fit to serve Her Majesty. When
we went before a magistrate to ba sworn in as soldiers, [ shall
never forget the langh of the magistrate when he called my
name. I sprang to “attention,” and gave him the military
salute, which I then koew as well as T do to-day, This T had
learnt, as well as the duty of obedience, in the regimental
school of the Pdth.

I may here mention that in 1840, when Her Majesty Queen



