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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
Bureav o Prast Ispustry,
Orrice or THE CHIEF,
Washington, 2. ., July 7, 1503,

5r: 1 have the honor to transmit herewith, and to recommend for
publication rs Bulletin No. 48 of the series of this Buresu, the sccom-
panying paper entitled “* The Culture of the Central American Eubber
Tree.” It is especially opportune at this time that correct information
should be disseminated on this subject, as intcrested parties have
spread many delusive reports with a view to encouraging enterprises
designed to exploit the rubber industry. Under these circumstances
acenrate and reliable information should be accessible to all classes of
our citizens. This paper wae prepared by Mr. Q. F. Cook, Botanist
in Charge of Investigations in Tropical Agrienlture, and has been sub-
mitted by the Botapist with a view to publication,

The cighteen half-tone illustrations are considered necessary to a
complete understanding of the text of this Bulletin.

Respectiully,
B. T. Garrowary,
Chief of Bureau.
Hon. James WrLson, -
Secretary of Agriculiure,






PREFACE.

In the year 1802 the United States import-ed coffee to the value of
$70,982,155, sugar? $55,061,097, and crude rubber $24.899,930. The
imports of crude rubber for the last five years were valued us follows:
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After sugar and coffee, erude rubber is the largest of the tropieal
imports of the United States, and it is the only one of these three for
which we are still entirely dependent on foreign eountries. Rubber
culture is also the tropical industry in which the largest foreign invest-
ment of American capital has heen made, and this is far larger than
that of any other country.

The present paper on ** The Culture of the Central American Rubber
Tree? is the result of & preliminary study of rubber culture jn Guate-
mala and Southern Mexico by Mr. O. F. Cook, Botanist in Charge
of Investigations in Tropical Agriculture, who has already left for a
socond wvisit to Central America and Mexico, during which further
attention will be devoted to the same subject.

These atudies are directed primarily to the gquestion whether rub-
ber culture is promising for Porto Rico and the Philippines, and the
principal fact established in this report, that a continuously humid
climate is neither essential nor even desirable for rubber culture,
promises well for the extension of this industry to the tropical islands
of the United States. Az a basis of effort iu this direction the more
important results of the experiments which have been made with the
Para and other rubber trees in the East Indies and elsewhere have
been brought together, with explanations of their possible bearing
upon the culture of the Central American rubber tree.

The paper will have, however, &« more immediate and popular inter-
est in connection with the subject of investments in rubber culture,

aNot ineluding importa from Hawall and Porto Rico.
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upon which this Department continues to receive a large amount of
correspondence of a character which it has been very difficult to treat
satisfactorily by letter.

A large proportion of the notes and illustrations used in the present
paper were secured in the Soconusco district of Southern Mexico on
the estate of the La Zacualpa Rubber Plantation Company, through
whose hospitality and numerous courtesies the work of Mr. Cook was
greatly facilitated.

Freperice V. Coviiie,
Botoanist.
OrrFicE oF BOTANICAT, INVESTIGATIONS
AND EXPERIMENTS,
Washington, D. C., May 15, 1803,




