GENEALOGY OF THE MCKINSTRY
FAMILY: WITH A PRELIMINARY
ESSAY ON THE SCOTCH-IRISH
IMMIGRATIONS TO AMERICA



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649235513

Genealogy of the Mckinstry Family: With a Preliminary Essay on the Scotch-Irish Immigrations
to America by William Willis

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



WILLIAM WILLIS

GENEALOGY OF THE MCKINSTRY
FAMILY: WITH A PRELIMINARY
ESSAY ON THE SCOTCH-IRISH
IMMIGRATIONS TO AMERICA

ﬁTrieste






/{{Mu.,l[_' fp{fn!f ZI?H'Q,.},
e L e R n/f te, LteSlr

i GENEALOGY

oF THRE

McKINSTRY FAMILY,
4

WITI

A PRELIMINARY ESSAY

OF THE

Fcoteh-Frish Fommigeations to Jumerica,

BY WILLIAM WILLIS,

OF FORTLANIN ME,

SECOND EDITION:
CORRECTRED AND HNLARGED.

—

PORTLAND:
PRINTED BY DAVID TUCKER,
1866.



46_.3_;_4_ "g C

us 421%17.2 32



THE McKINSTRY FAMILY.

The McKixeTrYs originated in Scotland. The first of the name who
emigrated to Ireland was Rlodger, who had lived in the neighborhood of
Hdinburgh, and emigrated thence to the porth of Ireland abont the year
1689. T propose, as o preliminary to the history of this family, to give s
Lirief account of the Seotch emigration to Irelend, and from that country
o Ametica provious to our Bevolulion, !

During the Irish rebellions in the reign of Hlizabeth, the Province of
Ulster, embracing the porthern counties of Ireland, was greatly depopu-
lated, and it beeawe & favorite project with her suceeesor, James L, to
repeaple those coanties with a protestent population, the better to preserve
order, and introduce & higher state of cultivation in thet portien of his
dominictis, To promote Lhis object, Iiberal offers of land were made, and
other inducements held cut in England snd Seolland, for persons to
neeupy this wide and vacant territory. The project was eagerly em-
broced ; componies and coloniea were formad, and Jadividuals without
organization were tempted to pactaks of the advantageous offers of gov-
ernment. A London eompsny, among the fret to enter upon this new
nequizition, established itself st Derry, snd gave snch & character to the
place as to cauae it to be afterwards and forever known as the renowned
¢ty of Londonderry.

The first emigration from Seotland was chiefly from the Highlands,
where ngricultural resources weve scanty and obten wholly cut off, and
where the fruits of labor wers pathered from a stern soil. 8ir Hugh
Montgomery, the sixth Laird of Braldstone, a friend and follower of King
James, was among Lhe earliest to oblain possession of forfuited land in
the county of Down, and Inid his rough hand upon many broad acres.
The coast of Seotlend is within twenty miles of the county of Antrim in
Ireland, and neross this frith or etrait fowed from the northeast & popu-
lation distinguished for thrift, industry and endurance, which has given a
peculine and elevated character to that portion of the emerald island. It
ia snid that the clan MceDonald contributed largely to this emigration, and
was among the fArst of the Scottish nation te plant upon its shores. They
scattered ehiefly in the counties of Down, Londonderry and Aptrim, and
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greatly assisted to build up Newry, Bangor, Derry amd Bolfast, the prin-
eipal cities of those counties.

This wes the firat protestant populotion that was inteodoced into Irelend,
the Preshyterinns of Scotland fornishing the largest element; and they
have maintained their ascendancy to the present day, against the perse-
vering efforts of the Episcopalians on the one haod, and of the Roman-
ists, higoted and numerons, by whom they were surrounded, on the other.
The first Preshyterian church established {n Ireland was in Ballycarry,
in the county of Antrim, in 1613,

The clan Alpine, otherwise called thé” McGGregors, in the latter part of,
the 17th century, had mude themselves very obnoxious tu govarnment
and the neighboring clan: by & wild ond reckless course of life. Argyle.
the chief of the Campbells, their inveterate enemy, who was high in
eourt favor, procured a decres of extermination against them, extending
even to the cobliteration of their name nod place of residence. Heavy
penalties were proclaimed against all who bore the badge of the clan.
To avoid this withering persecution, many songht refuge in tha neighbor-
ing islands ; many changed their names and fled to remote parts of their
own country or to pther countries. Descedants from this clan are now
found in the Tmited Siates and elsswhere, under the names of Grier,
GQreer, Gregor, Gregory, &o., the Mac being dropped. Thos we shall
prabably find that s distinguished Judge of the Sapreme Court of the [,
States, residing in Pennsylvanis, Judge Grier, derivea hia origin from
the same wild tribe, which, under the guidunce of Robroy MeGregor, was
the terror of the high and Iow lands of hia nalive soil. Nor was the
change of name confloed to thot clan ; for we wre assored that the Mack-
innons, from the igle of Skye, are now MeKenna, MeKenn, MeCannon ;.
that MaoNish has become McNiece, Meness, Manniss, and Moniss ; nod
Graham in Graeme, Grimes, Groom, &o,

Although the rebellions of 1715 and 1745, against tlie Houee of Hano-
ver, made large additions to the Scoteh population in the north of Ireland,
yet by far the largest necessions to this colonigation were vecasioned by
religions persecations in the time of the later Siunrts. That fated rece,
blind to the dictates of justice nnd humanity, snd devoted with sullen
bigotry to their peculiar notions in religion and politics, pursued a aystem
of measures best caleulated to wenn from their support subjects the mosp
devoted to their cause. The Scottish race was hound to the Sivarts by a
national prejudice and s sincere affection. But they were imbued with a
religions enthusinsm, inspired by Knox their great apostls, which ruled
their consciences, aod rendored the sanctions of a higher lnw superior to
their patriotism, or their attschment to their native govereigne. . Bather,
thay believed that true patriotism consisted in maintaining the religion
transmitted by their fathers. . _

.- When, therefore, the Charleses and James II, endeavored to introdue,
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prelacy among theo, and to foree it upen their consciences by arbitrary
laws sod the iron hoofe of the dragooms of Claverbouse, very many of
theze hardy, peraiztent and endoring Presbyierions, having suffered to the
bitter end of eruelty and oppression, abandoned the land of their birth,
the hame of their fondest affoctions, and sought an asylum among their
coantrymen in the secure retreats of Ulster, or fled ucrose the ocean.
They earried their bousehold goda with them ; aod their religicus pecn-
liarities became more deur in their land of' exile, for the dangers and sor-
rows through which they hnd borne them.

Presbyterinniam was transported from Goneva to Seotland by John
Knox, who composed the first Book of Discipline, centaining the substance
of his ntended policy, in 1565, In 1566, a general assembly approved
the Disciplin: ; and all church affhirs, after that time, were managed by
Presbyteries nnd General Assemblies, They did oot at first formally de-
prive the bishops, who Liad ecclesiaatieal juriadiction, of their power, but
they went on gradually and stepdily doing it, as they acquired confidence.
aad strength. In 1574, they vated bishops to be only pastors of one.
pariabi ; in 1577, they decreed thut Lishops should be ealled by their own
names without title ; and the next year they declared the name of bishop
to be & nuisance. In 1580, they pronounced with one voice, in the Gen-
eral Assembly, thet dioeesan episcopacy was unseriptural and onlawfal.
The same year, King James and his family, with the whale Scotch na-
tion, subscribed n conliession af fuith, erbracing the * sclemn league and
eovennnt,” obliging them to moinigin the protestant doctrine and preshy-
terion government. Thes, in the space of twenly vears, grew up this
formal, extensive and powerful institugion, twining ilself over the Scettish
mind with stern and intexible bandz, whicl, death only eculd sunder; m'ld
for which, home, countey, life—nll things beaide—were freely given up.

James had bard!y become securs and enay on his English throne when
e began his attnck upon the religions pystem of his early life, and of hia
native country, and his syccessors fullowed it up with & pertinacity worthy
of' u betier cause. The nttempts to establizh the church of England over
Seotland, snd destroy the religious a}rétem g0 universaliy established and
so dearly cherished by that devated people, was pursued by the Charleses
and James the 2d, by perscentions us mean, as cruel, and savage, as any
which have disgrneed the annuls of religious bigotry and crime. And
they did not ceaze ontil they had greatly depopulated Secotland, and were
stripped of their power by the happy revolution under William and Mary,
which restored repose to a distracted and lang suffering people.

Scotland, a country no larger than Maine, with & population at the close
of the seventeenth century of a million, and in 18{{) not so much as the
present populetion of Messachusetts ond Maine * with agricaltural and

_* Thie sres of Beodland s 31 524 sqnare miled, that of Malog 1s 81,780, mmulluhﬂmm
10 1661 was 2,599,743 ; wmm-mmhlu,lmm
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other resources by no means equal to ours—of which & wriler in a recent
number of the Edinburgh Review, on the Highlandy, says, *at the end of
the 17th century the chief sccial foature of the Highlands was famine,
and another was emigration.” Yet this cuontry has contributed largely,
by emigration, to farnish numerous and prominent settlers for many other
lands; o the nation with wlich sbe is connected, profound statesmen,
brilliant writers, and men the most renowned in every department of soi-
entific and philosophical research.

This is the race, compozed of varioua tribes flowing from different parts
of Bcotland, which furnished the materials of the Scotch-Irish immigration
to this country. By their indusiry, frugality and skill, they had made the
deserted rogion into which they hod moved, a comparatively rich and
flourighing country. They had improved .agriculture and iotroduced
manufactures, and by the excellence and high reputation of their produc-
tions had attracted trade and commerce 1o their markets, 2o a5 to excite
the jealousy of government in the reigns of Anne and the first George,
natwithstanding that by their efforts and example the prosperity of the
whole island had been promoted. The patronizing povernment began to
recognize them, in the slape of taxes and embnrrassing regulations upon
their industry nnd trade. The snme jealonsy controlied that government
afterwards, in regard to the American (oloniea, by which the commerce
and enterprise of their sobjecte on this side of the ocean, were, in like
manner, hampered and restricted, fo that they wers hapdly permitted to
menufacture articlea of the most cominon necwssity, but were driven to
import them from the mother country, as glass, oaile, bate, cloths, &c.

These restrictions oocasioned gepernl distress, not only in 1he north of
Treland, bot throughout the whole jsland. To thia, Douglase (p. 368)
says, “was ndded an extrevegant ndvaoce in rents by landlords, whose
long leases were now expired.” The energetic nnd self-willed population
of the north of Ireland, nimated by the same spirit which subsequently
moved the Amerlean mind, determined no Jonger (o endure these oppres-
sive mensures ; and they sought by another change to find & freer verge
for the exergige of their industry and ckill, and for the epjoyment of their
religion.

One of their spiritunl leaders, the Rev. David McGregor, in a sermaon
which be preached on the eve of the departore from Ireland, assigned the
following remsons for their removal to America: 1, to avoid oppressive
and croel bondage; 2, to sbun perrecution; 8, to withdraw from the-
communion: of idolaters ; 4, to bave an opportunity of worshipping God
according to the diciates of conecience and his inepired word. He looked
at it chiefly from a religions point of view; others, from a material and
commercial standpoint. It was undoubtedly suggested and promoted by
a variety of motives gradually operating upen the mass of the population,
which bronght them to the determination, solemn aod painful, to sunder
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the ties which had bound thom firmly to their adopted country, and im-
pelled them to seek new and doubiful homes in a wild, unexplored, and
far-distant land.

The first immigration of these people to this country waa to the Middls
and Southern Colonjes. As early as 1884 a setilement was formed in
New Jersey, and in 1690 small groups were found in the Carolinas, Ma-
ryland and Penosylvapia. It seems to be well cstablished that the first
Presbyterian church in the United States was formed by & company of
Scotch immigrants in Upper Marlborsugh, Maryland, about the year 1690.
Another about the same time at Bpowhill in the seme Btate. In 1602,
two churchea of this dewomitation wers esiablished io Freebold and
Woodbridge, in New Jersey, one composed of Scoteh, the other of Scotch
and New England immigrants. But it wae sot until the reigna of Ange
and George 1. that large nombers, driven by oppressive measures of govern-
mant and disustrous seazons, were induced to seek, even in the wilderness,
& better hors than their old settled region could give them.. {Gordon says,
4 Bearcity of corn, genesally prevalent from the discourngement of indus-
try, amounted in 1728 and the following year almost to a femine,
especially in Ulster. Emigraticns to America, which have ginee inereazed,
drew above 3000 people annually from Tlster alone,”  Dr. Boulter, after-
wards Archhishop of Armagh, who labored strenueusly in 1728 to divert
the horrors of famine in Ireland, wrote to the English ministry, March 7,
1728, that thers were seven ships then lying at Belfast that * are carrying
off about 1000 passengers; most of them can oeither get victuals nor
wark at home.” He also eays, “3100 men, wemen and children went
from Ireland to America in 1727, and 4200 in thres years, all protestanta,”
The principal seata of these emigrations wers Penosylvania and the Mid-
dle States. New Kngland wus found not so favorable to their farming
and other interests, Douglass, who wrote at Boston in 1750, snyz, ** at
first they chose INew England, but being brought up to husbandry, &c.,
New 'Engls.nd did not angwer 5o well o the Colonies southward ; at pres-
ent they generally resort to Peonsylvania.” By Proud’s histery of Penn-
sylvania, we find that in 172% near. G0 arrived in that Colony; and
before the middle of the century nearly 12,000 arrived aonuoally for sev-
eral years. I'hese were protestunts and generally Presbyterions; few or
no Catholics came, until some time afier the Revolution.

In the summer of 1718, the first organized company of this clasa of
immigrants, of which we have any koowledge, left the shores of Ireland
in five vessels, containing 120 fumilies, for the new world, and arrived
safoly in Hoston, Aogust 4, 1718.  Here all was new, the wilderness and
the world before them. Imagine this little colony, strangers in a strange
land, seeking new homes and not knowing whither 1o turn.  Thers they
lie at the little wharf at the foot of State streer in the town of Boston,
whicl: then contaimed about 12,000 inhabitants, teking counsel where o,



