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PREFACE.

There are in England and Wales slone abeat 10,000 Councils
elocted to manage lochl affuirs, When 1% i remembered that our
annnal exponditare for Looal Government purpossa now exoeeds
that'of the Nutional Exchequer, the importance of Local Govern-
ment can hardly be gaingaid. The powers entrosted ta local bodies
are axtenajvs and increasing, Their doties are onerons, and opon
the faithful performance of them the heslth and bappinsss of the
whole population to no small extant depends.

The choica of Comoillors inrobrea a large number of aleckions,
many of which are keenly contested. In the iollowing pages
an atfempt is mads {0 amocth the path for candidates by dealing
in a simple wwy, fimi with the practioal work of municipal elections,
and secondly, with the restrietiona plsced by Parliament on the
procedure of thoss who fight ther,  1f it thus succeeds in assleting
persons who interest themsetves in the problewm, of Joosl adminis-
tratlon, thia Little book will have schieved its aim.

J. SETMOUR LiCYR.
4, Brick Court, Temple,
Seplember, 10048
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There was a tims, even now not remotely distant,
when it was the fashion to hold in contempt the work
of municipal bodies, ss savouring chiefly of dzains and
dustbine. That day bhes pussed, and the manifold dutics
carried out by the warious loeal eouncils offer scope to
the activities of all those who interest themselves in the
public affnivs of the district where $hey reside, and the
eleciion of representatives for local government purposcs
becomes every day of greater importance. The ladder
of local government, indeed, is & tolerably long ome. It
stretches from the parieh or town to the district, rural or
urban es the case may be, and thence to the county, A
gketch in broadest outline of the duties laid wpon coun-
cillors must here puffice to indicale the various opporunities
that present themselves to true-botn Britons to fight the
eloctoral battles of their comntry—let us hope for their

oountry’s good.
THE PARISH COUNCIL.

Taking a rural view of things to begin with, we have
first the Parieh Council, to which every rural parish
baving a population exceeding 300 is entitled. Smaller
parishea may be combined by order of their County
Council 4o form & Parish Council, or they can demand a
Council of their own, but usually they content themseclves
with a Parish Meeting, which must assemble at least twice &
year, when every eleckor hae the privilege of representing
himself. Big parisbes alsc have their Parish Meeting on
or about the 25th March of each year, and once in thres
years parish counciliors to the number of from five to fifteen



