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NOTICES OF THE GRAMMAR.

From the North JAmerican Review, January, 1884,

Moat of the text-booke in commen use smong us st the present day
for instruction in French are designed ooly fur begioners, and eoatain
but & brief and imperfect view of the grammatical peculiarities of the
language. A more full and elaborate treatiss wae needed for occesion-
al reference bg' thoss whe bad made some progress io the nndg" and for
constant use by all who aimed at & perfect mastery of the eubj In
the large and handsomely execated volume now before us, Count de
Laporte, & succeisfl] te: in Boslon, bas endeaveoured to supply this
want, and, so far ea we have had nppmtunitﬂy to examine the 'ou'ii‘, it
appeare to be executed with great care, judgment, and fidelity, The
difficult subjects of the proper use of prepositions, spd the regimer of
verbs, are treated at great le yand n & very lucid and aa
manner, Examples are spresd upon the page in grest abundance, taken
mﬂtlilﬂj' E;Ew ﬂ::':;hh ht.t:'p:d“ ;;ﬂ mmmgrmdpc:mu;l e.n.;l;
nation om, & K a French trea
upon rhetoric, than for 8 manual Ialgua need byp:igl;'ﬁ were in the acquisi-
tion of the uge, is well calcalated to give precision to the ideas of
the student, and to impart some waloshle iformation respecting
philogophy of langueage in genersl, But Little is said on the sobject of
pronanciation, for the very satisfactory reason mentionad in ¢he Preface,
that, if the pupil has & tascher, he will leaen it by the ear ; if e hus Ilpt
the attempt to gain any correct koowledge of the peculiarities of Frane
a8 & spoken laoguage s hopeless, The Hyatax is not treated separataly-
in thid grammar, the roles for the epntactical arrangement and construc”
tion of worde baing presented in connection with what is eaid o0 the use
of the different parta of spesch. Thia is an innovation on the cdiemenl
method, bat we are inclined to think that it §& & judicious bire. <-The
volume contsing no exercises for writing French, being already of great
size without the introdoetion of soch matter ; bot the atthor mentions
his intention to puoblish another work, which will supply this deficiency.

We commend the book ta the attention both of pupils and instructers
in French, us we believe there are fow emong them who will not be
benefited i;}‘ the attentive perussl of it

From the Boston Eveming Tranmscript.

A Frxsce Grawwan. Br Coomr Dz Lazozrz.—In the scquisi-
tion of any langusge, the Grammer je the frst und most cesentisl aid ;
and, in coneequence of ite very importance, the utmost clesrness aod
precision are requisite in compiling or srranging the work. Few Gram-
mare of the French language, arranged for the wee of foreigoers, fully
:nsFu:az the pﬂhpﬁiﬁi&‘w they :emriden:ll;nad:dt}ehah‘ d infinitaly

s to study n phrage- sod regar grammar a8
ﬁugbcu, which e wwlﬁvoid, but which his uﬂm i bk perwil
it to pass over. ‘The adult, knowing the veosl process of inerasoai,



is contant to wada through an edition of Wanostrocht, perheps, or some
other equally unsatisthclory combination of rules, verbs, and exercises,
and after it is gone through is scarcely wiser on many points than he
waa at the outset; confessing to himeelf, very likely, that, if he has
gninsd any thing, it has been rather throngh oml instruction than from

iz grammar studies. We are not alluding to one cose but to maeny, and
our readers who have passed the initiation will acknowledge the truth
of our remarke.

The work which js intended en the sulject of this notice has been
given at the head ; and it forma & rare exception to the foregoing obeer-
vations. Its author is well known as an efficient teacher of the French
language, whilst his thorough undersianding of the Eoglish tongue
renders him pecoliardy competest for the proper adjustment and adapta-
tion of & such ag ha has now given to the American public, After
a thorough examination of hin Grammar, we can safely say that we have
fonnd no deficiency; but, on the contrary, many additions to the usual
subject-matter of srch prodocticns, The rules snd explanations, arbi-
trary and otherwise, are laid down with & conciseness which eannot be
misapprahended, amd the whole irnm of armangement adapts itself
clearly to the comprebonsion. Thomse almost mystical prepositions,
whicu:erp'laz the stadent more than any ather of the stndy of the
French langoego, are illustrated at great Jength, more than sixty pages
of the prammar belog devoted to thia important sabject, and ita thorough
and logid explanation, The work itealf sxtends over pagen, withont
including the exercises nsoally found in soeh publicatione. These it in
inbandsf to give in enothar yolome,

Our space will not permis ua to entsr more largely into an examina-
tion of the merita of thia new mar. 'We sre confident that its great
utility r;n_n_un!y be med hi eing carefully read or attentively stodied,
o vapd Wénwedld that it might be nuﬁmn.lly rdopted as a mebool-boak. It
¢ WiiFdg iora towards the understanding of the genivs and phitosophy of
»  the qaunhnfmqe of Eunrope, than any similar compilation that we can

2 remerhter, 1t is o desideratom for all persons whe are ambitious of a
: “ kpuwledge of the French tongue.

From the Boston Daily ar.

LaronTe's Fagace Grasman, — A French Grammar has just been
E'h!uhud by Meassra, Otis, Bronders, & Co,, and aa the sothor, Count de
porte, has scgoired much reputationio this city as & teacher, we were
impressed with a deaire to ascertain the merite of the worl, an& ure free
to eonfess that we have been well rewarded for oor trouble. Tt has been
our lot to reviaw many works npon this subject, but they ere generally
deficient not only in clearness and armngement, but in a philosophical
explanation, which tepde to throw Jight om the éﬁanlﬂan appertaining
to the genius of tha Fresch language. The author hes takan great
prins to accomplish this object, and, we feel bouni to sy, hes been suc-
cessful, is work i not a mere compiation of barren roles, without
eny connection, and lnid down ex matters of fect, calenlated only to be
stored in the memory of the pupil, leaving his mind & complete stranger
to the wtody ; but it is a gramome which compels the t to reason
and compare ; and he not nnl{'“mmbm, but he undemtands, and the
ecquirement of the Freoek languepe, which hos been so troublesome
and difficult, becomen to hitn plensant and setisfectory. Noetwithstand-
dng the merits of this work in mcqiring & knowlsdge of the lengoage,



an objection may arise a8 to its cost, for introduction inte our schools
generslly ; we will therefore say.a few words upon this point.  All
teachers acknowledge, thal, in the caoree of their instruction, they are
constantly obliged to supply, by oral demonstration, the deficiencies in
the contents of the achool-books mow in wee for teaching the French
language ; and it ia & well established fuct, that anless a child, or even
a person of mature years, stes and reflets npon such difficuliies, the
best oral explanatione veniwh almost ne soon ea the lesson im over; it
becomes, therefore, important, that thess demonstrations should be foond
in priat, to save o vast deal of trouble and time both to teacher and
pupil- Elementlﬂ' bocks are proper for eny study which may be divided
into perts, and reduced to abstraet principles, to be reunited afterwards;
but the study of & languape forms an joseparable whole, and each part
is pecesasry to a correct and elegent formetion of the most simple sen-
tence. Instend, therefore, of being obliged to porchase some three,
four, or five grammars, a8 ia usual with parents, js it not much better
and cheaper to obisin one work, at @ higher price tbun is common,
which embraces all the demanda pecessary for o complete education in
the French langua.g'e?

It would not be so great an evil, if theae several mm-n;@ut togeth-
er contained the necdssary amount of information ; but the not, end
it is to such a wark as the cne of which we are now speaking, that we
look to supply the deficiency ; and we doubt not that oor community,
always ready to appreciate a valoable addition to their means of obtain-
ing & thorough education, will iberally reward the Count de Laporte for
the service which he has rendered to ell those who desire to obtain a
knowladge of the elegant wad graceful lenguage of a belle France,

From the Boslon Duily Advertiser,

Niw Farwcm Grauwas.— The author, Count de Laporte, has un-
doubtedly taken much psios and given great eare to the preparution of
this work, a# an attentive and careful emamination will copvines any
Freoch scholar. The utmost clearners, method, and precision are
smong ite merits, and canoot fail to prove of eesential service to all whao
desire to sequire a rapid and thorough knowledge of this gracefol and
elagant language, o commoply understosd now, as to constitute an
essential gm of the education of every well informed peraon, We
know the difficulties to ba ancounterad in obtaining & knowledge of this
llnfunge, snd wa feel a plansure in recommending & work which, we
feel confident, to a great degroe tends to remove such difficulties, and
substitute a system of arrangement adapted 10 o clear and comprehen-
#ive Enowledge. The explanations of idiomatic consiructions are no-
mercus, yet g0 simple and clear; hige:ﬁmntﬂlmﬁmn na ko be easily
uaderstood, The prepositions, which more than eny other part of the
study of the Franch langnage, plrﬂ'lu: and patard the learner, are made
comparstively easy, by extensive illustrations; and the student feels that
he is not spending hie time, ae is 100 often the case, u a work of
mere barren rules, without any convnection whatevar, and laid dows as
matters of fact, to be committed to me) , 8od leaving the mind of the
stodent n complete stranger to the ¥ ; but it compels him, by its
Ecnullur conetruction, to reagan and compare, aod he ot ooly remem-

erg, but he understands, and consequently the study becomes phenaati
and agreeable.
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Fram tke Bosion Evening Cozsite.

We received, a few days since, through the politznesa of the publish-
era, Messrs, Otin, Broaders, & Co, & uo[&lr of . new French Gram-
mar, by Count de Laporta, The magnitude of this book had neardly
frig!mnad ug feom the tek of an examipation ; but oo glancing at its
plan, oor ettention wae ettracted by the perfoct method exhibited in the
arrangement of ita eubjects; especially with the table of contents, the
moat copious and convenient that we have ever apen attached to any
scientific work., For purposes of reference, the table will prove of great
value, s@ it enables the student to refer, ot only to the page, bot to the
very paragraph, in which any sobject in discussed. We have given an
uttentive and cereful examination Lo this work, end feal satisiied that
the author had not ooly undaratood, but that he hed become practically
acquaintad with the diﬂ;;:ulﬂu which impeded the progrese of the Eng-
ligh student, and has been enebled in coneeguence to remove many
obstncles to the moquirement of the lan, . The explanations of
idiomatic constructions are elaborate, yet simple, and are doubly clear by
numarous and pertinent illustrations,

Our first impression was, that the work might be too diffuse and
volamioona in ite explanstions and exnmplos; bot the mere we have
examined it, Lhe mora we fiel satisfied that the ex tions and illus-
trations conatitate one of the moal usefol results of the author's labors ;
baing sbeoiutely necessary to the student in learning even the simple
construction of the langunge, Wo recommend to echolars tho sections
on the use of the article, on pronouns, and on the definition of the
tanses, as containing & more complete explanation of the difficulties
Wﬂmlng to thesz subjects, than wo have seon in any other trentise.

o have net forgottan the many hours of labor which we have expend-
ed in vain opon ipcomplete wocks upon French grammar, for explans-
tions of difficulties which we enconnbered in the stody of the hngmdgf_::
and we deom it bot justics to the auethor of this work to recommend i,
as calcolated to offer great facilitios i obtaining & rapid and correct
koowledge of the French langaage.



PREFACE.

Tas work, which we present to the publio, speaks for itself,
and requires no commentary on our part; it in founded on the
principle of mnemonics, which comsists in comparing a fact
which we wish to remember with another alzready present 1o our
mind, It hes none of the faults so justly impated 1o that system,
which, in order to represent the sounds of one language, uses the
letters of wpother, — a system condemned by most grammarians,
as having a tepdency to impress upon the memory of the student
a wrong spelling of the language which he is desirous to mc-
quire. Although, as we admit, it ie imposeible to find in the
English and'French langnages 1wo sounds exsctly similar, yet no
one can deny that there is & strong snslogy between most of them,
which may give ao idea of what the sound should be; if the papil
has the assistance of a teacher, the task of thia temcher will thus
be grestly dimimished ; and if he etndies alone, he will have a
guide, which, if not perfect, will ensble bim to go not blindfold
in the numercus paths of this intricate labyrinth.

Ouar own experience singe we bave ased thie method tells us of
its advantages; and we feel confident that the poblic will scon
ascertain, that, in preparing this werk, we have done something
useful, however daring the atternpt may be considered.

It will be found, thal, in the practical part of the work, — we
mean the reading lessons, — we have not used the same English
words to represent the sounds, s we did in the roles which pre-
cede those lessons. This cizeumatance is due to the remarks of
some [riends, who, being equally well acqoainted with both lan-
guages, suggeaied 10 us the words employed in the latter part of
the work as better adapted to out purpose that those we had pre-
viously chosen.



