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CHAPTER 1
THE LAND OF THE THISTLE

A utrie boy was once asked to write an essay on
Scotland, and he began by saying *Scotland 15 the
smallest half of England.” 1 should not wonder if
this sentence lost a mark for him, yet 1 think we can
all understand what he meant by it.

He knew that England and Scotland are parts of the
same 1sland, and that nowadays they form one Kingdom,
inhabited by the same people, who speak the same
language, have the same Parliament, and obey the same
King ; and that, when we cross the Border and go from
Scotland into England, or from England into Scotland,
we do not need to get out of the train and have our
boxes opened and searched for certain things that are
not allowed to be carried from one country to another
unless a tax is paid on them, as is done when travellers
go from France into Germany, or from Italy into
France.

So when he said that “Scotland is the smallest half
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of England,” fge. m “only ﬂ-ym,g;.m explain that,
although we alwags think of Englind’and Scotland as
two separate eountries, they are not two soParatt: King-
doms, and that Scotland is smaller than England

All the samé,:it was rather an uafertynate way of
putting it, and- '.l Jexpect, if the little boy were English,
and if he had ‘.uir Bcotch schoolfellows; they gave him
rather a hard time of:it in the. plqygmund when they
got out of school,” =7 "¢

For, although Scottish ]:uo;ﬂe are glad to belong to
the “United Kingdom,” as it is called, of Great
Britain and Ireland, and so to form part of the vast
Empire over which King Edward reigns, they like
always to remember that their little northern land has a
history of its own, quite apart from that of England,
and that many quaint old national customs still cling
to it, although they are fewer now than they were fifty
years ago.

It is little more than 300 years since the two king-
doms of England and Scotland were joined together,®
and before that they did not love each other at all.
Indeed, they were bitter enemies, and the smaller and
poorer Kingdom of Scotland, instead of looking to its
richer sister for help and succour, as might have been
expected, turned for sympathy to far-away France
whenever it got into difficulties,

And so it comes about that even to this day we use
words in Scotland which are really French, and which
are not used in England. For instance, we go to
the butcher’s and buy a *“ gigot ™ of mutton, or to the
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The Land of the Thistle

china merchant’s and buy an “ashet™ to put the “gigot”
of mutton on at dinner-time; or we talk to some old
woman and ask her how her garden is getting on, and
she tells us that she has “a fine crop of ‘grossarts’
this year.” If you look up the derivation of these
words in a dictionary, you will find that they are just
French words, spelt a little differently—gigot, assietse,
groseille—and that these French words mean exactly
what our Scotch words do.

When we first read about this little northern country,
we find that it was not called Scotland at all, but Cale-
donia, and it was a very wild and inaccessible region
indeed. Part of it was covered by an immense forest,
in which lived all kinds of wild animals—bears, wolves,
boars, and droves of savage white cattle, which were so
fierce that they were almost as much to be dreaded as
the bears and the wolves,

Indeed, the country was so wild and inaccessible that
the Romans, who, as you know, invaded England in
55 B.c.,and gradually overran the whole of that country,
never settled down to live in the Highlands of Scotland
at all, but contented themselves with building a wall
between the Forth and the Clyde, and taking possession-
of the region which lay to the south of that.

I need not tell you how this northern land gradually
changed its name from Caledonia to Scotland, which
means “the land of the Scots.” You know that there
were two wild and savage tribes who inhabited the
country north of the Roman wall—the part that we
call the Highlands. These were the Scots, who came
from Ireland, and the Picts, or “ painted men.” And
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you know also that gradually the Scots conquered the
Picts, until at last a Scottish King, Kenneth MacAlpine,
became King over the whole country, which soon became
known as Scotland.

Thatwas nearly eleven hundred years ago,and Kenneth
MacAlpine seems a very shadowy fipure to us-—indeed,
he would not seem real at all, were it not that we can
go into Westminster Abbey, when we are in London,
and look at the great Coronation Chair, in which good
Queen Victoria, and King Edward sat, when they were
crowned, and thm we see, forming the seat, as it were,
of the chair, a rugged piece of stone. That is the
“ Lia Fail,” or “ Stone of Destiny,” which was brought
over from Ireland to Iona when the first King of the
Scots was crowned on Scottish soil, and when Kenneth
became King of the whole of Scotland he had it brought
to Scone, and was crowned on it there. It was carned
to England in 1296 by King Edward I, and forms
part of the Coronation Chair in which all the English
Monarchs have been crowned since that day.

We know very little about the reigns of the fifteen
Kings who succeeded Kenneth MacAlpine. They seem
to us like people walking in a mist, Sometimes the
mist lifts a little, and we see one King defending his
country from the fury of the Danes, and another waging
deadly warfare against the Norsemen; but no figure
stands out clearly until we come to Malcolm Canmore,
he who wedded the English Princess Margaret, who
became our Scottish Saint. From his time forward,
however, the history of our Scottish Monarchs stands
out clear and distinct. We can trace their lives down
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