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CHAFPTER 1
¥ ATPFEAL TOR AID

Tom Swirt stepped from the door of the ma-
chine shap, where ke was at work making some
adjustments to the motor of his airship, and
planced down the road. He saw a cloud of
dust, which effectually concealed whatever was
causing it.

“Sotne one must be in a hurry this morning,”
the lad remarked. “Looks like a motor speed-
ing alang. My! but we certainly do need rain,”
he added, as he looked up toward the sky. “It's
very dusty. Well, [ may as well get back to
work, D'l take the airship out for a flight this
afterncon, if the wind dies down a bit.”

The young inventor, for Tom Swift himself

had built the airship, as well as several other
I
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crafts for swift locomotivn, turned to re-enter
the shop.

Semething about the approaching cloud of
dust, however, held his attention. He glanced
more intently at it

“If it's an automobile coming along,” he mur-
mured, “it’s moving very slowly, to make so
much fuss, And I never saw a motor-cyvele that
would kick up as much sand, amd not speed along
more. It ought to be here by now, I wonder
what it can be?™

The cloud of highway dirt rolled along, mak-
ine zome progress toward Tom's house and the
sroup of shops and other buildings surrounding
it.  But, as the lad had =aid, the dust did not
move at all quickly in comparizon to any of the
speedy machines that might be causing it.  And
tiie cloud seemed momentarily to grow thicker
and thicker.

“I wonder 1f 1t could be a miniature tornado,
or a cvclone or whirbwind? and Tom spoke
aloud, a habit of hia when he was thinking, and
had no ome to talk to. “Yet it can hardly be
that,” he went on. ‘“*Guess ['ll watch and see what
it is,”

Nearer and nearer came the dust cloud, Tom
peered anxiously ahead, a puzzled look on his
face. A few seconds later there came from the



