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MERCANTILE, BEA-TARING, AND APORTING
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"4 TEW WOEDA OF CHINESE™
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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION

Tag following Lessons and Vocabulary are intended to
nssist those who wish to aequire quickly a temporary or
superficial knowledge of the Chinese language as spoken in
the northern provinces, and by educated people sll over the
Empir

The orthography, if sueh it may ba called, is an attempt
to express, so far as poseible, Chinese sounds in simple English,

The Chinese vowel-sound ¢ iz the only one which cannof
be even approximately expressed, end the reader is therefore
requested to pronounce it like the French w, or the German &.

With regard to words like shirt or sir, pronounce exactly
a3 in English, stopping short at the romanised letters, i.e. mot
sounding them ; and ohserve that, were if not for those roman-
ised letters, sf would be pronounced sigh, and shi, shy. Thus
ki is o be pronounced as the &7 in kine; kol as the gui in quite.

8o, whenever a occurs, followed by &, or by & and other
letters, the sound must be always that of the exclamation ak/

Remember, too, that &3 ow in pronounced throughout as
in the words fow and now, show must be read in the same
manner, and not she, which sound is aiready provided for.

Again, fo is to be pronouneed like one's big tce, and not
too; and in dzi, and all words ending in ¢, the i is to be read
like the 9th letter of the alphabet, and not e or any fancy
sound. Above all, not like tha y in beauty, that scund being
itaelf of frequent cccurrence,



I

Be careful to aspirate where an aspirate is reguired.
There is a great difference between choo and shise. To make
gure, scme speakers pronounce the firat almost like joo.

But to multiply observations and rules is to do the very
thing it is so desirable to avoid; I therefore leave the rest
to the pationce and common sense of those for whom these
sentences and vocabulary have been compozed.

H. A. GILES.

H.B.M. CoxsvraTe,
Trewrei, 266k October 1872,




The Numerals ...
The Toarist...
The Merehant ...
General ...

Do, ...

Do,
The Housewife ..
The Sportaman

Do. ...
In a Bhop ...
Buying Curios ...
The Sailor ...
Grammar

Vocabalary ...

INDEX

e
sen
T
s
-
L
(T
s
waa
e
-

et [l e
= 2
[ e
sa e
o asa
= =
Y [y
s
e
- nes
wna [

11

. 27

81
18
19

. 20

21
28
25

85



