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INTRODUOTION

THenr is no problem that presses more for a solution
than that of tha housing and the overcrowding of
London, and there is hardly any question of the day
which is at the present momont recelving more attention,
or ia more frequently the subject of discusaion and news-
paper correspondence and [eading articles, Yet there
had bheen no serious attewnpt to sscertain the plain facts
of the ease until My, Geovge Haw undertook the investi-
gation which has led te the fellowing pages.

The book is pot only epportune in its appearance, bub
it will have to be consulted and quoted by anyone who
speaks or writes upon Lho question. The facks are
startling.  They so far bevond the curvent belief and
opinion upon the evil, I have vo doobi that the beok
will prove of iminense value when legislation is attempred
seriously, and with recognition fivst of the extent of the
teuth, and pest of the certain consequences of neglect-
ing an evil which is daily assuning more formidable
proportions, to the lasting injury of the physique, the
morals, and the standards of veuns people mumbered by
the hundred thousand,
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[ have found Mr, Haw's work of the greatest value
to myself, a2 one whe profits by the researches of
others ; and I believe that it will be found equally
valuable to all those who, like myself, look on and mark
to the best of their powers the changes and chanees, the
dangers and the improvements in our City of London.

WALTER BESANT.

Froswan Fan, Hanestean, KAV,
Aperdy 1900,



AUTHOR'S PREFACE

[x these papers wy aim has been vather to state the
problem than te selve it. No good can come till the
truth is known,  linowledge, to guote Carlyvle, must ever
po befove reform.

S0 I have tried to seu cut elearly that the great want
of this great city is the want of room to live, T have
tried to show what the overerowding is and wheve it is;
what the things are that bring atout overerowding, and
what the things are that overcrowdivg brings about in
its turn. I have been ot soime pains te Iearn the trath,
and, startling though some of the facts may be, nothing
is ‘missiated nov is arything overdrawz. To a large
extent the papers répresent the accumulated experience
of several vears, during which I have lived among ibe
Dvererowded in vavious pavts of Inmer lLondon, and
made the aequaintance of all kinds of workers in the
cause of humanity ; while, at the sawe time, in my daily
work as a journalist, I have heen cast a good deal among
those publie wen and ofiicials whose special duty it iz to
deal with Lealsth and housing,

The papers have alveady gained thwei object by
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creating public opinion.  Hince they appeared originally
in the Daily News—and I as indebted to the editor of
that paper for his permission to present them in their
present forun —the housing probdemi bas become the
clhief social question of the hour. Not only in London,
where tho need for reform is greatest, but in country
villages and provineial towns there has been a great
awakening to the want of rogm to live, Tublic con-
lerences and ineetings are being held everywhere on the
subject, and housing coumittess formed | statesmen
debate the problem ; Churches disouss it ; eo-operative
societies and trade unions pass resclutions upon it and
municipal elections ring witl: the cry for healthier and
more wholesoms  dwellings.  Even an  overwrought
Government has bad to give heed to the plaint by intro-
ducing a Bill to amend the Housing Act.

Thﬂ Govarninent 1ensurs :i IIIEE‘L‘g]'t! in tie extreme.
Belore it becowes law ic is contidently hoped that its
scope 1ay be widened to embrace somo of the maore
urgent practicable veforing I have ventured to put forth,
At the request of innumerable corvespondents, 1 have
added, by way of sumzary, a Gual chapter setting outb
what I regard a= the main lincs along which reform
should run.

GEORGE HAW,

Weerah, 1UH,,



