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PREFACE.

Tue object which the author had in view, in insti-
tuting the accompanying fngoiry into the historical
facts and the negotiations eonuscted with the Oregon
Territory, was to contribute, asfar as his individual
services might avail, to the peaceful solution of the
question at issue hetween the United States of Ameri-
ca and Great Britain.  He could not resist the convic-
tion, on reading several able treatises on the subject,
that the case of the Lnited States had been overstated
by her writers and negotiators ; and the perusal of Mr.
Greenhow’s Official Momoir, and subsequent History
of Oregon and California, confirmed him in this im-
pression, as they sought to establish more than was
consistent with the acknowledged difficulty of a ques-
tion, which has now heen the subject of four fruitless
negotiations, e determined, in consequence of this
conviction, to investigate carefully the records of an-
cient discoveries and other matters of history connected
with the North-west coast of America, concerning
which much conrradictory statement is to be met
with in writers of acknowledged reputation. The
result is, the present worl, which has unavoidably

assumed a much larger bullkk than was anticipated by
lﬁ
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the author when he commenced the inquiry : it is
hoped, however, that the arrangement of the chapters
will enable the reader to select, without diflienlty,
those portions of the subject which he may deem to
be most deserving of his attention,

The expeditions of Drealke wnd of Gali have thus
necessarily come under consideration 3 and the views
of the anthor wiil be found to differ, in respect to both
these navigators, from those advanced by NMr., Green-
how, more especinlly in respect to Drake. Ilad the
autnor noticed at an earlier period Mr. Greenhow’s
remark in the Pretace te the second edition of lus His-
tary, that he has “ never deviated from the rule of not
eiting authorities at second-hand,” he would have
thought it right toe apologise for attributing the incor-
reciness of Mr. Greenhow’s statements as to the re-
spective accounts of Drake’s expedition, to his having
been misted by the aunthority of the artiele * Drake,™
in the Diographie Universelle.  Ile would even now
apologise, were ot any other supposition under the
eircutstanees less respectinl to Mr. Greenhow himself.

In regard to Juan de Fuea, il the author conld have
supposced that in the course of the last negotiations at
Washington, Mr. Buchauan would have prenounced
that De Fuea’s Voyage “uo lovger admits of reason-
able doubt,” Lie wonld have entered into a more care-
ful analysis of Michacl Lock’s tale, to show that it is
utterly irreconcilenble with ascertained facts,  As it is,
lowaever, the author trusts that enough has been said
in the chapter on the Pretended Discoveries of the
North west Coast, 1o convinee the reader that both the
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stories of Juan de Fuea and Maldonado®, to the latter
of whom, AMr, Calhoun, at an earlier stage of the same
negotiations, refers by name as the pioneer of Span-
ish enterprise, are to be ranked with Admiral Foute's
aceount, in the class of Mythical discoveries,

In regard to Vancouver, the auther, it is hoped, will
be pardoned for expressing an opinion, that Mr
Greenhow has permitted his adiitted jealonsy for the
fame of his fellow-citizens to lead him 1o do injustice
to Vancouver’s charaeter, and to assail it with argo-
ments founded in one or twe instanees upon incorrect
views of Vancouver’s own statements. Mr, Gallatin
expressed a very different opinion of this eflicer, in his
Counter-statement, during the negotiation of 1826,
when he observes that Vancouver “had tue much
probity to alter lis statement, when, on the ensuing
day, he was informed by Caprain Gray of the existence
of the river, at the mouth of which he had been for
several days without being able to enter it,””

The chapter on the Convention of the Escurial is
intended to give an outine of the facts and negotia-
tions connected with the controversy between Spain
and Great Britain in respeet to Nootka Sound, and the
subsequent settlement of the points in dispute, The argu-
ments which the outhor conceived them to furnish against
the positions of the Commissioners of the United States,
have been inserted, as the oppertunity offered itself, in
the chapters on the several negotintions, The anthor,

# Maldoaada’s pretended Voragze bears the date of 1353, In the eapy of

Mr, Calboun's Yetter, cirenluted on this =ide of the Atlantie, it is roferred o

the year 1328,



v IFHEFACHE,

however, has introdoeed in this chapter, what appears
to him to be a conclusive refutation of Mr, Buchanan’s
statement, “ that ue sallicient evulence has been ad-
duced that either Nootha Sound, or any other spot on
the coast, was cver aclually sureendered by Spain to
Great Dintain,’

The ehapter on the Columbia River attempts to ad-
st the respective claims of 1eceta, Gray, and
Broughton, to the discovery and exploration of that
river,

A few chapters hove been next inserted o points
of international law  connected with territorinl title,
which, it was thought, might facilitate the examina-
tion of the questions raised in the course of the nego-
tiations by the Commissioners of Great Britain and the
United Siates. They do not profess to be complete,
but they embrace, it is balieved, nearly all that is of
importance for the reader to be familiar with,

The chapters on the Limits of Louisiana, and the
Treaty of Washington, were required to elucidate the
& derivative titke ** of the United States,

If the anthor could have anticipated the publication
of the correspondence between Mr, Pakenham and the
Plenipotentiavies of the United States, he would most
probably have adepted w ditferent arrangement in his
review of the several negotiations, so as (o avold an
appearance of neadless vepetition.  His manuseript,
however, with the cxeeption of the two last chapters,
wis completed before the President’s message reached
this country.  As the enrlier sheets, however, were
passing through il:e press, one or two remarks have been
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mserted which have o bearing on the recent corres-
pondence 3 but it should be observed, that a separate
review of each negotiation was designedly adopted, for
the purpose of enabling the reader to appreciate more
readily the variety of phases, which the claims of the
United States have assumed in the course of them,
Some observations have been made in Chapter XIL
and other places, upon the general futility of the argu-
ment from maps in the case of disputed territory.
The late negotintions at Washington have furnished
an apposite ilinstration of the truth of the author’s re-
marks. Mr., Bachanan, towards the eonelusion of his
last letter to Mr, Pakenhamn, addressed an argument to
the British Minister, of the kind knewn to lozicians as
the argumentum ad verecundiam : — ¢ Even Dritish
geographers have not doubted our title to the territory
in dispute. There is o large and splendid globe now in
the Department of the State, recently received f{rom
London, and published by Maltby & Co., manufactur-
ers and publishers to ¢ The Society for the Diffusion of
Usetul knowledge,” which assigns this territory to the
United States,” The history, however, of this globe
is rather curious. It was ordered of Mr. Malby (not
Maltby) for the Department of State at Washington,
before Mr. Everett quitted his post of Minister of the
United States in this counntry. It no doubt deserves
the commendation bestowed npon it by Mr. Buchanan,
for Mr. Malby manofactures excellent globes ; but the
globe sent to Washington was not made from the plates
used on the globes published under the sanction of
# The Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge,”
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though this is not said by way of disparagement to it
The Society, in ils maps, has carried the boundary Ine
west of the Recky Mountains, along the 49th parallel
to the Columbin River, and thenee along that river to
the sea ; but in its globes the line is not marked beyond
the Rocky Mooutains,  BMr. Malby, koowing that the
globe ordered of him was intended for the Departiment
of State at Washington, was led to suppose thar it
wonld be more satisfaetorily completed, as it was an
American order, if he coloured in, for it is not en-
graved, the boundary line proposed by the Commission-
ers of the United States.  The author would apologise
for diseussing so trifling a circumstance, had not the
authorities of the United States considered the fnct of
suflicient importunes to ground a scrious argument
upon i,

In conclusion, tha Author most beg pardon of the
distingnished diplomatists in the late negotiations ot
Washington, whose arguments he has subjected to
eriticisim, if he has omitted to nolice several portions of
their statcrments, to which they may justly attribute
great weight, It is not from any want of respect that
he has peghleeted them, but the limits of his work pre-
clnded a fuller consideration of the subjeet.

Lospow, Jan, 22, 16846,



