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Tue town of Maidenhead, which gives
name to the hundred, lies partly in the parith
of Bray, and partly in that of Cookham.
The ancient name of this placewas Southial-
ington. Whence its prefent name was de-
rived we know not; but it 1s cenjectured by
fome vifionary to have taken its origin frem
oneof the eleven hundred virgins faid to have
fuffered martrydom with St. Urfula, their
leader, near Cologne in Germany; but a
fhrewd Jefuit, one Simordus, judging like
a prielt of the improbability of fo many
virgins meeting together, has reduced their
number to two, viz. Urfula, their leader, and
one other, named Undecimilla, In the time
of Edward the Third, it ftems to have ob-
tained a more rational name, that of the
brothers and fifters of Maidenhithe, under
which it was incorporated.

AsouTa mile below the bridge is the vil-
lage of Bray, rendered famous by its accom-

Az modating
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modating Vicar, who, during the reign of
Charles the Second, and the four fucceeding
Monarchs, never failed to conform to the pre-
vaiﬁng principle of the times; and, as 1t1s
told, when reprobated for his apoltacy, jufti-
fied himfelf by faying, “ He had always been
« governed by what he thought a very
* Jaudable maxim—never on any terms (if
“ he could avoid 1t} to part with his vica-
“ rage;” or, asthe fong faid ofhim,

01 principles T did revake,
# Berconflcience at 2 diltance ;
i Paflive chadienee 15 2 joke,

w0 A jedt is non-tefitance,

WaeTuER this Vicar of Bray, the object

ol fo much raillery, ever exifted at all, or
whether 1t was levelled at Vicars in general,
I know not; certain it is, that in the reign
of Charles the Second, Dr. Cafwell was Vicar
of Bray, in Berkfhire, near fifty years, and
that he was not confidered as particularly ac-
commodating
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commodating inhis principles tothe changes
of the times. His fucceflor, whofe name
was Brown, alfo bheld his vicarage fifty
years; and he too was deemed fteady in his
principles; he died about thirty years fince.
Thefe facts may poffibly do away the imputa-
tion of apoftacy from the refpectable names
I here mention. The following ftory has
beenin circulationrelative toa Vicar of Bray,
for the truth of which I cannot vouch :

“ Cnarres the Second had been hunting

“ in Windfor Foreft, and in the chafe was
“ feparated from his attendants. In return-
“ ing, he loft his road, and came to Bray
« after it was dark, where, on enquiring
“ for the Vicar’s houfe, and being intro-
¢ duced, he told him that he was a traveller
“ who had loft his way, and having {pent
‘¢ all his money, begged that he, would ren-
“ der him affiftance to proceed on his
“ journey, and that he would foon repay
“ him



