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CHAPTER 1
THE CONVERT

N the nebulous hours which mark the
birth of Christianity one figure alone,
apart from the founder himself, stands

out with any degree of definiteness. The
immediate companions of Jesus who had
received first-hand impressions of his per-
sonality have left little trace. The twelve
Apostles, except for a few vague traditions
concerning Peter, and still vaguer concern-
ing John,' are hardly more than names.
The more interest attaches therefore to
the one actor whose individuality has in
any sense survived. Without extravagant

1 The opening chapters of Acts give much prominence to
Peter, with slight allusions to John § otherwise nothing is known
of cither beside vague tmditions from unknown sources. The
two Epistles ascribed to Peter, and the three ascribed to John,
are too doubtful to throw much light upon the two aposties.
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2 PAUL THE APOSTLE

claims for the Apostle Paul as compared
with other historic characters of the time,
his career has an inexhaustible charm for
those who care for the spiritual side of
human history or for its religious begin-
nings. Viewing him simply as a contrib-
utor to the world’s higher growth it is
worth our while, though the ground has
been so0 often travelled before, to see
how his figure bears the light of modern
investigation.

What we know of Paul is drawn from
two sources: the few and brief letters which
have survived from his own hand, and the
fragmentary narrative of the early church,
under the name of The Acts of the Apos-
ﬂe&,w!lich has ecome down to us from the
second century.! Writings from so in-

1 The Acts i plainly & compesite writing drawn from sources
of different dates. As none of the esrly Christien writers shows
any clear soquaintence with it before i p. 1T0 (Irenasus,
Haer. ili. 12, 9) and the first distinet mention of it by name is
in & Scripture capon of the latter part of the second century,
(Murator! Fragment, chap. 2) it cannot be placed with any cer-
tainty before a. n, 100. Probably it was much later. Amoog
the primitive documents used by the author are the so-called

* we-pussages,” fragments of an tinerary kept by some un-
knewn companion of Panl (A. xvi. 10-xowii. 1 ax S I8;



THE CONVERT 3

choate a period, during the preliminary
stages of church organization, and before
the notion of historic archives or the de-
mand for them had arisen, cannot have
the precise outlines of later literature, and
we must not demand too much of these
scanty remains. It should always be borne
in mind that the exalted mood in which
the Christian communities lived for a full
generation, however dramatic in itself, was
necessarily fatal to the composition of per-
manent chronicles. While awsiting hourly
the coming eatastrophe in which all existing
institutions were to disappear, little heed
could be paid to passing events. Indeed,
why hand down memonials of an epoch so
soon to end; whose closing scenes those
then upon the stage were themselves to wit-

xxvil 1-mxvili. 16). As an early tradition ascribes the book,
as well as the third Gospel, to Luoke, an otherwize unknown
personage, it s quite possible that the writer of these passages
wis actually Luke, and that his name when the book was finally
admitted to the Canon, was given to the whole.

Holtzmann places Acts somewhere between A p. 50 and
the middle of the second century (Hand-Commentar, i. 312,
392; Rinleitung, 405); Julicher gives 100-105 (Rinl. 262); Har
nack, 60-93 (Chronol, 250} ; Renan, about 80 {Les Apotr, xxil.) ;
Pllciderer, later than 100 (Urchris. i. 547).



