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T MY FRIEND
Captain Familton Fizh, Fr.
THIS BRIEF MONOGRATH
THE WERITING OF WHICH HE MADE POSSIBLE
I8 GRATEFULLY DEDICATED
BY THE AUTHOR
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- INTRODUCTION

By Howomasre Jomw Basserr Moore, LL.D.

Professor of International Law and Diplomacy in Columbia
University
HE author of the present sketch has asked me to con-
tribute an introductory word. My interest in his
subject has induced me to comply,

Upwards of forty years have elapsed since Hamilton
Fish relinquished the post of Secretary of State, and, on the
verge of his seventieth year, ended his public career. When
drafted into the cabinet of Grant, it was twelve years since
he had held public office. Prior to that interval, he had
served a3 a member of the national House of Representa-
tives; as Lieutenant-Governor, and then as Governor, of
his native State; and as a Senator of the United States,
He had neither extolled his own virtues, nor sought popu-
lar favor and admiration by rhetorical efforts, In the Con-
gress he had made no speeches; and in the various official
positions he occupied his activities, so far as they found
formal expression in words, were recorded in grave State
papers which comparatively few persons ever saw and still
fewer cared to read,

Nevertheless, in his day and generation he enjoyed an
exceptionally large measure -of public confidence. As a
trustee of ecclesiastical, educational, and benevolent institu-
tions, to which, when not in public life, he gave much of
his time and thought; as the associate and adviser of men
of affairs and men of business, of men who desired sound
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and stablé conditiéns tather than opportunities for adven-
ture, he was held, by reason of his breadth of view, sure-
ness of judgment and practical capacity, in the highest
esteem. These respect-compelling qualities he carried into
public office, where, united with a keen sense of honor and
strict integrity, they enabled him to advance the general
weliare and to elevate the standards of service.

In the administration of the foreign affairs of his coun-
try, he achieved his greatest usefulness. He undertook
the task at a critical time, when many difficult questions
were pending, and when intellipence, experience and steadi-
ness were peculiarly requisite. Some of these questions
antedated the Civil War, but others were of later origin,
while the most important and most menacing of all, that of
the so-called Alabama Claims, arose out of that great con-
flict.

In the treatment of these complications, Hamilton Fish
was an opportunist only in the sense that he “took occasion
by the hand” His aims were clear and definite, and were
steadily pursued, His prime objective was peace with
reciprocal justice. In his adherence to this noble and prac-
tical ideal, he had his official chief's full and loval support.
It is true that the particular measures he recommended
were not invariably those that most strongly appealed to
the President ; but, as events vindicated his wisdom, Grant,
who was peculiarly free from vanity and egotism, deferred
to his judgment and trusted him more and more,

Fortunately, he was thus enabled to complete his work.
I cannot undertake now to pass it in review. But I will
say that the Treaty of Washington of May 8, 1871, for
the settlement of all controversies then pending with Great
Britain, stands out as the most comprehensive international
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