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PREFATORY

To hold apinions and state conclurions abou! an
art whose technicnl processes are sfrange, and whoss
practice 43 impossible ; fhiz, i has ever seemed fo me,
in fo fake onesell more seriously then he may de fhat
toould #it well with pesterity. And yef, humanum
est errare: lo Aofd views, and lo publish them, ix
Ruman; and in this bookling I confirs myself
s nofurcly given or fhe rest,  Indeed, I howve
taken noé a Nt pleasure dn the work of recover-
ing and presenting s materinds from the avveral
volumes in which Hhey were dissombled ; for, fo be
ploin, I hove peen Jittle fo chunge, and more
than omce, oe in the cuse of the Jiving Rodin and
the dead Charles Kesne, T lhong found ingeell revis-
ing stuff which Aas ao moch the trick of fo-day, as
{o peem commonplice and old,  Fel wor i written
near ¢ dogen years age, and, of e me of writing,
gounded alike violent and now and ringular, In the
same way T reg po rogson for miligating whet § wrofe
of Coref and Courbel, of Meizsonicr and Delacrois,
of Roussean mid Volon, of Monticeli and Roractii,
Reynolds and Goinsborough, Constable and Mille
and the drothers Maris, I &5 mol olf the truth I
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dmow ; but T bedieve that i 4¢ mostly by woy of being
trus, and I pase i on for what it i worth.  Frankly,
T think it iz woerth something : whethar little or much
it not for me to say. I 1 mistake, and it be nought
(like the Knight's pancakes), af feest [ may claim fo
heoe rend _few books infe my pictures, to have done my
Beet o kecp my puinting more or lene undeflorsd, to
have proffered my conclurions, suck ar they are,
Jeirly well purged of sendiment. B did not Haziitt,
nor did Bushin and 4 8 muef be that T foil with
thees, I doutt nof (such ir the venity of Man) that
I shall inke o sotir pléasere in refiecting thal, be
things s they may, my faifure s nof on olkfours
writh theire.

It remaine o add fhat what fo Rereafler vol_forih
is aelected from (1) the  Catalogue’ (188B) of that
Loan Colletion of French and Ihuich Piciures (the
Sirwd of i Kind dowe in fhese Inlandy) which, thanks
to my dear dead friemd, Robert Homilton-Bruce,
maker memorable the Edindurgh Infernafional Exhi-
fition of 1886 ; (2) the * Contury ¢ driists® (1880),
prepared by Weesre, Muolehose ar o Manorial of the
Glasgow Exhibition in 1888 ; (3) the Fetle © Catalogue
of & Loan Colloction of Plofures by the Grent French
and Duteh Romanticisie of this Century,’ prepared
Jor the Meesrs, Dowdeswcell dn 183D ; and {(4) the
¢ Biy Henyy Eaeburn,” published by the Royal dssoci-
ation for the Promotion of the Fine Artr in Scoflend
in 1880. The Keene and fhe Rodin dode from the
samt year, in the Moy and June of which they wers



