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AUTHOR'S PREFACE

Eveny ]:mri.*.-'h i |::1|3_,l'1:uul mu;ht tor Dnve upHn the shelves of
s village Lbrary an actractive, reliable, aud inexpensive
volume of its own history.  Until now Ackworth has wot:
bure here o is. Lot those whe like it read it, nnd those who
don's, produes n botter.  [L 2 net by any means cl.-lul'ri:.'r.:.',
bt it will form o gosd  fonmdasion: upon which someone clse
ean, it they think ft; rear an ormate superstrocture. What
hias boen built, however, eannot be pulled down, Jd Fe s



INTRODUCTION.

Havize been requested by my friend, the Rev. J. L. Saywell,
to write an introduction to his * Parochial History of
Ackworth,” I do so with peculiar pleasure, because it will
afford me an opportunity of sayving a few words on Parochial
Histories in genoral, and on the * History of Ackworth” in
particnlar, It is pleasing to observe that mueh greater atten-
tion 18 now paid to Parochinl Histories and subjects of research
than formerly, DParochial Histories scem to be very much
wanted at the present tine, as there is a growing demand for
thein ; several having been recently published, including those
of Askrige, Howingboro’, Northalerton, Ingleton, Morley,
Pudsey, cte. It is not an easy thing to write the history of a
parish, from the earliest times to tho present, with the Roman
remains, Saxon  earthworks, Danish antigoities, Norman
architectire, Domesday extracts, anecient wills aud fines, or
transfers of land, ete.  In omder to make a arocinal History
as complete as lms.siblf:, it is very desivable that it should be
well indexed, not enly as regards persons and places, but also
the principal subjeers. Tt should also contain as  many
ﬂngmﬁ:];_;’ﬁ ng Ilus:siljlc of the principal persons, places, and
sthjocts, with pedigrees of the most  jwportant families.
[t is also desivable that biographical sketehes of the principal
people in each parish should be included. The clergy, as a
rile, from their position and education, are Lest qualitied for
preparing these Parvochial Historles, as each one ought to be
as familiar as possible with Lis own parish, having the registers,
with lists of clergy nnd patrons, ete, in his own possession,
with a certain mmount of the requisite leisure. It is almost
the work of a lifetimas to become [ully converaant even with
the principal events in onr Pavechinl Histories, and then one
onght to have a general knowledge of those in the iwmediate
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neighbourhood,.  Many clergymen are now issuing Parish
Magazines, with a page or two of local history each month,
Lut, unfortunately, there nre comparatively few people in onr
country parishes who care sufficiently about the ancient his-
tory of their native places sven to spend a ponny in purehas-
mg a parish magazineg, moch less subseribe 2'6 or 5/- for a
history of thetr pavish, Very often the outsiders, and those
who have gone away, eare more for it than those living in the
place.  These local histovies scem to be muclh move apprecia-
ted in America than they ave in this country, Even a small,
or poor history is better than none at all; being not so difheult
to gompile, less expensive, and much ensier to enlarge. Now
that the DBishop of Corlisla bas fellowed the example of the
Archbishop of Uanterlbury, and the late Dishop of Durham, in
vecommending the elergy to write the history of their parishes,
it is mosl desiralla that the Arehbishop of York and the
Lishop of Ripon should de the swme with respect to the
nuiterous parishes in Yorksbive, nnd then a complete and
comprehensive “ History of Yorkshive” wonld be speadily
agcomplished, an undertaking which would be of great service
to the Church gencrally and especially agrecable to the prinei-
pd people in each of the rvespeetive parishes, Many of the
clergv have alrendy published o considerable amount of local
history in their parish magnzines, which might be utilised, and
reforence micht olso be mude to the various Dircetories,
Dioeesan Ualendnrs, Lowton's " Eeelesiastieal Colleetions,” to
the different histories aleeady published, to Bawdwen's “ Demes-
iday Book,” to Kirkly's “Inquest,” the “ Nonwm Rolls,” the
“ Liber Regis” the Surtees Society's Publications, Langdale's
“Topographical Dictionary,” the Yorkshire Archwological
Journals, and the Record Series; Allen’s, Baines's, Bigland's,
Black's and Murray’s “Yorkshire,” and also to Torre's and
Archbishop Sharp’s MSS. at York, and the Diocesan Registers,
eto.  In order to prove that Parochial Historics are very much
wanted, [ might quote the following extracts from aletter by the
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Rev. Charles A. Wells, Organising Scorotary of the Church
Defence Institution.  “At the reecent Church Congress at
Wakefield, the question of the best means of instructing the
classes, as well as the masses, in the origin, history, revenues,
and work of the Chureh was proposed, but dees not seem to
have received any very definite reply,  You will perhaps,
therefore, allow me to make one or two practical suggestions,
as to the best way of attaining the olject in hand: 1. A his-
tory of the Parishi Church, its arehitcetore, registers, and en-
dowments, written by one of the clevgy, or some other well
qualified person, should be civenlated in punphlet form
throughout every parish, This is the first step townrds arousing
interest in Chureb history and Chieh work, 2. A list of
rectors or viears, frem the feundation of the Chureh and
formation of the parish, should Le placed within or without
every Chureh ; and, whore possible, the names of patrons,
curates, and churchwardens should be added.  If the parochial
chest will not furnish requisite infrmation, a visit to the
diccesan registry gencrally will. # Loeal Liograplies are also
most interesting, of which each parisli might casily furnish one
or more. 4, Interest should also be seeured in the local pross,
nis-statements should be at once corvected, and sound informa-
tion given ; short articles and notes ou Chureh questions, with
local sketches, should be offeved to the different editors. 5.
Historical and instructive leaflets should be widely eireulated,
and lectures on Chureh history, illustrated by the magie
lantern, should be :11‘1‘.‘111g£~t] for 1n crery p:u-ls-;]] during the
winter wonths.  Both illustrated leetures and leatlets can e
obtained on application to the offices of the Chureh Defenee
Institution.” It is, therefore, most desivalile that the eleray
should be enmcouraged to do what they can towards writing a
history of their own parishes, The Rev. . L. Saywell, who
has written the “ History of Northallevton,” and who was
formerly curate of Ackworth, is well qualitied te write the
“Parochinl History of Ackworth,” and it is hoped that the



