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INTRODUCTION

W The Sonnei—dalh iine and name—comes
fo wer frowr fhe Mafien™ Ebymelfagically,
sonnetts (frowe sonare, *do play wpon an
imsfrumend ') e @ St posms with fmsfra-
weendal accomsposiment: yusi @5 canzone i5 a
poem fnlendsd o e sunp rigredy, and hallata o
Poeme accompanied wlth dancing,

fived ax a mealfey of facd fhe earifent sonnetld
disconveralie have @ proper frecision of form fo
wlhich the dallod and somp bave never yel ar.
fafued, qond, woosd kel wever willaffain. We
carmal frace themr tack deyord £he thirdesnth
cenfury © bed fhe sonmels of Ledesdor defia
Fernaecin, Pier delle Vippa, Guide Guinieally,

I Mark Pattison.  Introducton s the Sonpets of
John Miltan.
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INTRODUCTION

Jacope da Lentine, Guitione & Aressc and
ofkers, ! mostly dating befwesn 1200 and 1230,
scarcely differ dm riruciure frem fhe sonmef
whirh Fetrarch pracitied and handed diows as
a maode! fo the present day.  We will divcuss
the druciure by and &y.

Amorg fhese early Taliars, Fra Cruiltiome
a Aresso—ke was nel a wonk, but wore the
prefic as a member of the half-refigions, half-
milifary erder of Cavalieni di Sania Maria—
seemes somefor fo have walbed off with the credit
of havimg perfociad the somumel a5 an insirs-
mient: insemck that My, Capel Loft, who edited
an anthology of sommets sarly e fhe present
ceminry,? salutes him as the Columbus of poelic
fiterature. With what fusiice we are asked to
frefer kim above kis éréthren docs mot guite
apfear. Buf if jeems ceviain that be enjoyed a
greal repulalion ia kil own day, and by i gave
a cerfafn cachet fo the somnel-form which e
approved and employed, Darfe himself (1265
— 1321}, woho consldered Fra Guittone an goer-
erfimaled pergon, urer the word ' sonnet" of

The English reader will find spmne sccaont of these
e:ul-_r Ialian slogers, with Qlustrative abslations of
their work, m D. G-Enn:tli's Daxie and As Circly,
Part 11 Pots chiefly & Drante.
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INTROGDUCTION

froo forms of comipasition endy ; and one of these,
and &y far the wmove winal, f1 Guiftone's
Joras o the other being s arraugement of fwo
sestels follmved by e qualrains—onth wkich
we weed mot froubdle owrrelves,  Uwitione's
Sorm was fiwally bfted and reafed spreme
by Fetrarck's adepfion (1104—1374), and as
the FPetrarcan we may Aenceforeh speak of 1,

The Petrarean ronnal, thin, has o mofier
and form of s own. Ju pubptance §f is a
reflective poem on fove, or af lart din some
moed of love. It Bos a senify of dfs oww, amd
mitest be the exprossion of a ringle thougpht or

Jeeling,  Tu Sructure 0 sdepp the folemng
Fieler

1. {¢ consisls of fowriesn {nar; gach diue
faving five beals or musioed rivesser,

2. The limes wmust rhyme : and i the disposi-
for af fts vhymes the ronne! divdder inds fao
systams, the fivs! egphd ifnes formingr he mapor
syafem, amd £k remarning fix e menor.

The maror tysten: of efght lines, or fwo
greatvains, 15 ralled the octave: the niimor
syifem of i fmes, or fwo feveefs, o1 ealied fhe
sesiel.

3. Theoclave must corfarn fno iy weesonndt
orely » and altBongd fic some FPedvarcan 1onneds
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