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FREFADE.

Tur following Lectures were originally prepared:
not for the press, but for the pulpit. The object of
the writer was, not to say all that might be said, or
that has been said, on the subject of the Sabbath, but
to present the main points in the argument for the
perpetuity and divine authority of this religions inati-
tution. He wished to show that the Sabbath is an
inseparable part of that divine system of arrange-
ments, under which God has organized his Universal
Church, in its downward passage, through all apes,
towards its ultimate extension over all nations, And
having shown this, not by dwelling on the numerouns
collateral points, which may be supposed to Favor
such a conclusion, but by going at once to the main
grounds, on which such a eonclusion rests, his prin-
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iv FAEFACE.

cipel effort has been, to make a practical use of his
argument; to urge the proper sanctification of the
day; and by God's blessing, W secure the heavenly
fruits, which such a sanctification contemplates.

Such being the design, with which they were oni-
ginally prepared, they are now given to the preas, at
the urgent solicitation of many friends, in the hope
and with the prayer, that their publication may be of
some service in securing to that design a more per-
manent and extensive sccomplishment, than could be
expected from the mere repeated delivery of the
Lectures.

In sending them forth in their present form, it
has not been deemed necessary to alter, or enlarge
the argument for the change of the day from the
seventh to the first of the weel, The series of tracts
published by “The Seventh-Day Baptist General
Conference,” and devoted to the work of reversing
the change, which has been made in the day, and of
thus bringing the Christian Sabbath into ecincidence
with the Jewish, was begun long after the contents
of this little volume were written. These Lectures,
therefore, cannot be considered an attempt to answer
the argument of those Tracts. And yet, what is said
in the fourth of the series may be regarded as an
ouotline of what such an anewer would require. The
truth is; the argument in the Tracts referred to,
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labors sgninst a grest vact. The Day has been
changed. The Church Universsl, for 1800 years,
has been witness o the change. We are, there-
fore, pressed at onee with this serious zlternative
either Christ, the Divioe head of the Church, designed
and sanctioned the change, which hes taken place ;
or his Chureh, after having received the promised
Comforter, and the assurance that Christ himsell
would be with her to the end of the world, began, in
her very first movements, to defeat his intention by
introducing this change; for LBO0 years, has continued
to defeat it; and through this long period, has seen
that defeat crowned with manifold tokenz of the
Dlivine approbation. We prefer the former part of
this alternative ; and think that sufficient reason for
our preference has been given in the Lecture just
nzmed, We agree with the Seventh-Day Baptists,
that the Sabbath, s a moLy REsT, wes instituted
at the Creation of man, and was designed for perpe-
tuity, as an inseparable adjunct to the Church of God,
through all its changes, from tha beginning to the
end of time, 1t is &8 necessary to the Chureh, and
as much belonga to it, now, as ever, Such, as we
believe, being the tendency and result of all sound
argument on the subject, we gee no way of dealing
with the change, which has confessedly taken place,
in the day of the Sabbath, but that of mscribing it te
1*
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¥i FREFACE.

the Will of Christ, and accounting for the manner, in
which it was introduced, by the considerations em-
badied in the fourth of the ensuing Lectares.

Nor, to this do we consider it a valid anawer 1o say
% The Church has departed from Christ’s intention in
other things ; and therefore in this also may have
been guilty of such a departure.” For, those other
departures began to take place hendreds of years
after the Church had been lefi to meet, and move
through, the corrupting influence of the philosophies,
and superatitions of the heathen world ; and, as those
departures grew wider and wider, they were marked
with more and more of Christ's displeasure, and of
a withdrawment of hia favor, till, at last, they brought
on his wvisible body the moat direfiul of all plagues;
whilst, on the contrary, the change in the day of the
Sabbath tock place almost under the very eye of
Chriat; was, in a short time, foll and complete ; and
has, from first to last, been marked by the almost visi-
ble smiles of the Saviour.

This is the great fact, with which the argument,
on this point, has to deal. Whether, in the Lec-
ture referred to, it has been deals with fairly, the read-
er must judge. To us, at least, it seems not only a
fact, bit slso, a fact standing in the midst of light
-We believe, Christ designed a change in the day for
his Christian Sabbath ; and that, in this particolar, his




PREFACE. ¥ii

Universal Church has but been walking, from the first,
according to his own wise counsel, If, therefore,
what has been said in these Lectures should be
blessed to a more apiritnal and effectual hallowing of
this aneient and high Ordinance of God, 10 the great
* Lord of the Sabbath ™ shall be all the praise.

Brookiyn, June B, 1844,
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