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PREFACE.

TrE position which is occupied in ereation by Man, must always be s question of the
highest interest to the physiologist, the ethnologist, and the anthropologist. To establish
the superiority of that position, one section of paleontologists vehemenily assert that cer-
tain cerebral distinctions are essential. That assertion, however, another section as vehe-
mently deny. The result of the contention seems little ealenlated to advance the mtereata
of scienes, or the eause of truth.®

With the hope of opening up s new phase of ethnologieal inquiry in this country,
which shall be free from anatomieal perplexities, I venture to call attention to the evidence
which the human Hand affords of those physical, intellectusl, and moral endowments, by
virtng of which Man claims superiority.

The most superficial obaerver must be aware of the diversity of forrg which the hand
presents, and of a certein indefinite psychological eignificance which every variety snggests.
Similar vague conceptions obtained with regard to the countenance, until it was given to
Lavater to interpret the language of nature, and to show with what uniformity the passions
imprint their particnlar signs npon the lineaments of tha face.

‘What Lavater hes done for physiognomy, MM. D’Arpentigny and Desbarrolles have
sought to accomplish for Chirognomy and Chiromancy.

M. D’Arpentigny has endeavoured to show that every mental organization is uniformly
accompanied by s certain definite form of hand ;** and M. Desbarrolles, that the vital action
of every organization tends to develop certain lines and marks upon the susceptible surface
of the palm proportionate to the intensity of such action ;™ thus illustrating the remark-
able expression in the Book of Job, that ** in the hand of all the sons of men God places
marks, that all the sons of men may know their own works.”®

Notwithstanding the modesty with which M. I'Arpentigny puts forth his views, as a
revival only of those which had been faught by Anazagoras (428 »5.0.), and applied by

1) Soo the dissassion em Profeasor Owen's paper, 7ead st the meeting of tho Brillsh Associstion st Cambridge, 1803, " On the
Bignifiosnce of tha Cerebral sad Fodial Charactors of Man."
@ L Beiencs de la Mala, ou U'srt 35 Tecounditre Jon tendences da lintelligence d'spris les formes d¢ 1a Main” Par Le Coloos
D'Arpentigny. 20 Edition.
(8 " Lan Mystdres o la Main rivéldes of axpliqnées.” Par A. D. Dasharrolles. 5th Edition.
(4 Obaldesn Version, xeevii, chap., 7 verse.




w1 PREFACE,

the best artists of Greece, we have the assurance of M. Desbarrollea that they are
really original; the result of many years of patient observation and careful analylical
investigation.

The circumstances which led M. D'Arpentigny to direet his attention to the hand, are
well caleulated not only to awaken curiosity, but to invest the subject with a considerable
amount of general ag well as personal interest.

‘“ While a very young rhan,” says M. Desbarrolles, * M. D’Arpentigny resided princi-
pelly in the country. In his immediate neighbonrhood lived a rich and intellectual
Seigneur, who had a strong predilection for the exact sciences, and more particularly for
mechanica. Geometricians and mechanios were therefore amongst his most constant
visitors and guests.

+¢ His wife, on tho contrary, was a passionate lover of the fine arts, and only received
artists as her guests. Asa qt , the husband had his reception-days, and the wife
hers. M. D"Arpentigny, who was neither mechanician nor artist, snd who therefore rangad
himgelf under neither banner, attended indiseriminately the réunions of husband and wife.

Of his own hand, M. D’Arpentigny was somewhst vain. This vanity natarally led
him to institute comparisons with other hands, often to his own advantage. He soon
observed that the fingers of the arithmeticians and mechanics p ted & knotty appear-
ance at the joints, whila those of the artists did not possess that form. In a word, the
members of these socielies soemed to him to differ quite a8 mueh from one another in the
form of their hands, as they did in the constitution of their minds and in the nature of
their social habits.

“The repeated confirmation of hin observations very soan led him fo divide men into
two categories—those of the smooth, and those of the knotty fingers. Connected with the
smooth finger, he observed an impressionability, caprice, spontaneity, and intaition, with
o sort of momentary inspiration, which tock the place of caleulation, and a faculty which
gave the power of judging at first sight. In this class he placed the artists.

“ The kmotty fingers, on the contrary, he observed to be connected with reflection and
order, aptitnde for numbers, and an appreciation of the exact sciences. In this category
he placed mathematicians, agriculturists, architects, engineers, and navigators; all; in
ghort, who were led to the application of acquired knowledge. I never heard,” said he,
“of a poet or of a mathematician formed by art ; but always of a poet and mathematician
endowed by nature ;" eonfirming the truth of the aphorism—

* Poeta pascitur non fit.'



PREFACE. vii

And thus, having convinced himself that the hand of a poet did not resemble that of &
mathematician, nor the hand of a man of action that of a man of contemplation, he pro-
ceeded with his investigation through every grade of life. All forms of hands had for him
now & signification ; though to determine the relation which subsisted between some of
them, and the special mental organization of which they were the index, required years of
study and observation.”

The important conclusion at which he arrived at length was, *“ that it is to entertain
but & feeble idea of the prevision of God—of His justice—of His power, not to believe that
the instruments with which He has furnished us mre adapted by the variety of their forms
to the variety of our intelligence ;” thus confirming the observation of Paracelsus,™ that
a8 each plant is developed in accordance with a certain definite form, so Man is also
distingnished by a specisl form perfectly adapted to his individual requirements : and a8 by
the form of the plant yon recognize its species, so, by the configuration of Man, do you
determine his character.”

# The study of the Divine impress teaches us that Nature has established special
lineaments, which becoms the signs of the several members of the body. By the aid of
these signs she Teveals the deep secrets of all organization, and eapecially that of Man.”

It was under this belief in the uniformity of Nature's laws that M. I'Arpentigny pro-
ceeded to build up his * sysTEM,” to establish which cost him thirty years of careful inves-
tigation, and the exercise of strong anslytical powers.

M. Desbarrolles, while he aceords to M. D’Arpentigny the honour of having been the
first to systematize the principles of Chirognomy, lays no claim fo a similar honour for him-
self a8 regards Chi y. ** That sci ' he says, * emanated from India, and is as
old ss the world. Though long lost, it was recovered by an erudite savant, Eliphas Levi
{Alphonse Louis Constant), the author of an admirable work on the Kabbale (tradition).”

* Thanks,” he says, * to his indications, we have studied one by one all the works
written on Chiromaney, and by the aid of comparison sought to extract the truth from the
midst of numerous errors.” Unfortunately, M. Desharrolles has not confined himself to
Chi y, or Chirognomy, but has extended his inquiries to supposed planetary
influences, to more than questionable anslogies and numerical coincidences, which, how-
ever ‘nmephbla to a fanciful and epeculative people, would possess little interest for an
English public.

For myself, I can only claim to have followed in the steps of M. D'Arpentigny, and to

@) Philosophi Bagaz.



