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PREFACE.

Tax Grusir of a Language, Guinciilian hes justly remarked, in
like the foondation of a ballding; the mest fmportant part, althongh oot
of aight, and not alweys properly vaiued by those most Interested in ita

In the opinion, of many modern sdweators there is a tendenmey, on the
part of all, to neglect this impartant branch of English Education—oot so
mmch from g conviction that the seience is not impostant, as that there Is
& radical defect in the coqmon method of presenting it to the attention of
the scholar. ‘This was the sentiment of the Author when, some ten years
mince, he was calléd b the sopervision of a Literary Institiiion fn which
¥as established a department for the edncation of Teachers, Avcordingly
8 recoirse was bad to oral instvoction, and for the eonvesience of teach-
I8 & Mendscript grammar was prepared, which ambodied the prineiples
of the sclence and the Author’s mode of presenting it These principles
and this method have been properly tested by wumetous and advanced
clasmes dyring the weven years last past. The manoseript has in the mean
tme from continued additions unexzpsctedly grown to a book. It has
received the favorable notice of teachers, and its pablication has besn, by
teachers, repeatedly solicited. To these solicitations the Aothor is con-
strained fo yield, and im the hope and belief that the work will * add io
the stock of human knowledge,” or at least tend o that result, by giving
an incressed  interest to the stody of the Enplish Langnage, it is with
diffidencs submitted to the public,

In revising the work for ppblication, an effort has been made to render
it simple in style, comprehenslve in matter, adapied to the capacitdes of
the younger pupil, and to the wants of the more advanced scholar. It is
confidently believed that the Merron of teaching Grammar herein sug-
gested is the troe method, The method adopted by most text-books may
be well smited to the wants of foreigmers in firat leamming our langusge.
They need firat, to learn cur Alphabet—the powers and sounds, and the
proper combinations of letlers-—the definition of words and their classif.
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eation according to definitions. But the American youth ia presumed lo
kmow all this, and be able to catch the thought conveyed by an English
sentence—in fine, Lo be able to use practically the langnage before ke
attempts w stody it as & science, Instead, therefore, of beginning writh the
Alphahet, and wasting his enorgies on technical terms and ambiguons
words, be should be required to deal with thought as comveyed by seu-
tences, Acecordingly this introdwetion to the Science of Languape begine
with & Bentence, praperly constrocted, and investigates its strocrore by
developing the offices of the words which compose it; making the ofice
rather than the form of & word determine the class to which it belongs.

As an important auxiliary in the analysis of Bentences a system of
Diagrams has heen invented and introdneed in the work. It is not claim-
wd for the Disgrams that they constitute any essentizl part of the Sclence
of Language—nor do Geometrical Disgrams constimte sach 8 part of the
Beicsce of Geometry ; Mape, of Geography ; or figores, of Arithmetic. But
it 'will not be denied that these are of grest service in the stody of thosa
branches. Experience has eatablished thefr importance,

Let then the use of Diagrams, reduced as they are"here o 2 complete
myatem, be adopted In the analyses of Senences, and it is believed (Hat
teachers will confess that their ntility is a8 chvions in the science of Lan-
guage, a9 it 38 in the scienee of Magnitode ; and for preclsely the apme
reasan, that an Zhatraer truth ie made tangible, the eye Is permited to
amsini the mind, the memory is relieved thai the judgment may havea
ﬁh:h.md-ﬂih:mmmlm

Conscions that noveliy as =uch shonld not bear sway in the investiga-
tions of Belence, the Anthor has been earcfnl neither to depart from the
ordinary method of presenting the Science, for the sake of novelty; mor
har he from dread of novelty rejected manifest improvements, The old
Nomenglature is refuined, not besanse & bettar conld not be propossd, hat
beceuse the advantages to be gained would not compensate for the con-
fosion necessarily eomsequent 0 such a change. But the terms purely
technical have been introdueed as o nafural tnference from facks previeusly
dadured. Principles apd Definitions are preceded by sich Remarks as
haye fully eatablished their propriety. The induetive method of arriving
at truth haa been followed throughout—with that it stamds or fails.

Easr BLOOMFIELD .h:l.mr,'l
Octsber, 1847,
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INTRODUCTORY EXERCISE

¥ God moves in & mystericos way,
His wonders 1o perform j

He plants his footsteps in the see,
And rides wpon the storm.*

Quert. 'Who is the person concerning whom something is asserted
©  in the linea above ¥

Ans. Bomethipg is said eoncerning * God."
What is said of God ?

4. #God moves.

A “ Mysterious way."
What mysterious way ?
A " A mysterious way.” -
¥ Jod moves in & m!lhﬁm way "—why 7
A. ¥ His wonders o perform.”
To perform what wondera ?
A. “ His wonders."
Concerning what is pomething more said
A Bomething more is said concerning “ God."
Why do you think so?
A. Becanse, in this connection, “ He " means God.
What is said coneerning God ?
A % He plants”
He plaots whas ?
A FWM"?"”
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Q. What footsteps?
A. ¢ His footsteps.”
He plants his footstepa—where !
A. ¥ In the sea.”
In what sen 7
A The pan.”
What more is said of God ?
A He %rides™
Rides where !
A, ¥ Tpon the storm.”
TUpon what storm ¢
A # The ghorm.”

In the lines above, what in the mse or office of the word
i Zod

A. Tt is used sa the name of the being who “ mopes.”
What 1 the wse of the word * moves ¥

A To tell what God doss.
Use of “in s mysterivnz way ¥

A To tell fowr God moves.
Usa of 4 a1

A To tell whai way.
Use of “ mysterions 17

A. To tell what iend of way.
Use of * way ¥"

A. As the name of the thing in which God moves.
Uee of © his ¥*

A To tell what or whose wonders.
Use of “ wonders."

A. As the name of the things which Ged moves to perform.
Vee of o perform wonders 7"

A To tell wherefore God moves in & mysterious way. -
Use of “he ™

A As s pubstitute for the name of Him who plants and rides
Uke of “ planta 1
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A To tell what “ He" does. -
Use of “ his "
A To tell whose footatepa
Use of “ footateps 3"
A To tell what he plants.
Use of “in the sea 7"
A To tell where % he planta his footstepe”
Use of “the
A To tell what sea
Uee of “ sea?"
A. As the name of the thing in which he plants hia footstepa.
Usa of % and 7
A. To add a second thing which He does.
Use of “ rides "
A. To tell whai he does.
Usa of * gpon the storm "
A. To tell where he rides.
Use of “the?"
A To tell what storm.
Use of “ storm 1
A. Ar the name of the thing upon which he rides.

Remsnk.—The young Pupil has seen in this exposition of
the four lines writtem above, that words have meoning, and that
when they are properly put together, they convey the thoughts
of the person who wrote them, to those who read them

Again: As thesa and all other words have appropriate sounds
attached to thom, they may be spoken; and persons who hear
them, may have the same thoughts that they would have on
reading them.

It is plain, then, that one may, by speaking or by writing,
(and sometimes by motiops,) communicate his thoughts to
others. The process by which this is done, ia called Lawcvice.

—— . ——— — .



