FROM WHENCE
CAME WARS?



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649225477

From whence came wars? by E.T. Bromfield

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



E. T. BROMFIELD

FROM WHENCE
CAME WARS?

ﬁTrieste






FROM
WHENCE COME WARS!?

NATURE OF WAR,

AWD THE

MEANS NECESSARY FOR FREVENTING ITS
OCCURRENCE.

By E. T. BROMFIELD.

LONDON:
W. & F. G. CABH, § BISHOPSGATE WITHOUT.

1855.

270 e  5¢.



TGO HANDEL COBSHAM, Esa,

or
EHOETWOOD LODGE,

HEAE BEIATOL.

My Dran Hig,

Allow me, in inscribing to you
this littlo treatise, to express my sincers admiration,
not only of your consistent and courageous advocacy
of peace principles, which must enfitle you to the
respest, even of your opponents, but of these generous
and sterling qualities of miud and heart, which codear
you to all true friends of enlightened knowledgs, why
hayg the plensure of your aequaintance.

T trust your Lfe will be one of continued use-
fulness and happiness.

Believe me, My dear Sir,
to remain,
Very sincerely yours,
THE AUTHOR.

London, June, 1855,



PREFACE.

Ix the following treatise the anthor has purposely
refrained from entering into the argament as to de-
fersive warfare. He has dealt with war as with a
great evil, sometimes permitted by the Almighty to
afflict mankind, but always resulfing from human
depravity, in one form or other, and demanding the
serious ponsideration of Christian peoplo as to how it
may be remedied; nor dees he think, that bocanse
God overrules war, and causes, in his mercy, good
results, more or less remotely, to spring from it, that
tho duty of Christians is hereby lessened to endeavonr
to remove the opcagion for its ccourrence from their
midst.

Tt is just possible he may be charged with denling
too much in abetractions, and with giving lese space
than he ought to have done {o & consideration of the
particular modes in which Christians may exert
themselves in spreading their sacred cause. Im
defenee, he would urge the narrow limits at his dis-
posal, and the impression on his mind that when
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once Christian hearts are deeply convinced of their
duty, it iz not difficult for them to devise ways and
meang of performing it.

After all, it may be said, he has proved nothing
naw ; that, in fact, every Christian iz quite convineced
of the truth of the conclosions at which he arrives.
It may be =0; st any rate, hamely truths stand in
great danger of boing forgotten or despised smidst
the wariety of noveltiss with which our generation
gbounds, and the author would humbly remind his
readers that the present nspect of Christendom gocs far
to coniradict the assertion thet the Church i fully
awike to the “truth,” the “old truth" if yuu
please, here enforead.

With regard to the gensrul style and srrangement
of the pamphlet, the anthor has pothing more to say
than fo roquest the kind éndulgence of his friends.
His aim hea been usefulness; if he fuil in this, the logs
of favour will add but little weight to his disappoint-
ment, If he sncceed in thiz, his best wishes will be
fully realized.

London, June, 1855,



FROM WHENCE COME WARS*?

Tmn spirit of wer is now abroed, snd every oye is turned
anxioualy towards the scome of conflist. Chir thoughts are
With the brave saldiers in the Crimes, patienily snd sternly
whiting for victory or desth, snd onr hesrts beat quickly with
the expactation of decisive news.

And who are the warriora? For the mwoast pert they are
gent, from lands nominally Christian; for their mogess prayers
are offered to God in the holy name of Jesos; the giddy fn-
fatnation of the conflict is shared, with fow cxeoptions, by afl
ascta of Christiang, who regard it a3 a grand siroggles between
truth and arror, liberty and despotiem, right snd wrong.

Nacd we go through the long extalogus of evils which war,
In its most feveursble aspects, infiicts on the human rece?
Lives there g men in Cheistendom, capeble of reading his
mnthar tongne, whose heart has not beea sickened and grisved
by the daily list of horrors with which the last winter cam-
paign hes besn franght, or who can contemplate without a
shudder the conacquenoes to the nationgof Europe, to morality
and fo happiness, which = eomtinuation of the sroggle will
entsil? We shondd sigh for the humsnity of our species if
the evil cffoata of war were regarded as of little moment. No
man af semse, of recsen, of religion, nesds to be told afresh of
its miserable compequences; mor will he require to be msked
twipe to pray, in the languege of the liturgy of the English
church, “ from battie, murder, and sudden death, good Lovd
dliver we !™"

The question may be asked, with great propriety, * where
is the power of Christianity to subdue the Learts of men, snd
to turn hatred into love? ™ Aze ool Toox ol Voe Sme soscbaes.



antuslly engaged in the conflict, viz. England, France, Bar-
dinia, and Russit, nominally Christisn? And if a0, can they
not find in the saeved arehives of their faith, precopts and eom-
mands, bidding them to love one another, smd as fur as possibla
to live at peace withall men? If so (gnd it cennot ba doubted
for an instant) these nationa, or some of them, are not realfy
Christian, or thoy are sadly disobeying the tencts of their
raligiom, in going to war,

‘W desire, for the present, 1o keap clear of the origin of the
diapute. 'I'hutmywmrnntlppnuﬁnba religions quar-
rel, socording & It is viewed.

We ese hefore va, hewover, a confossodly sed spectacls, and
it prompts the queetion—How does it bappen that Christionity
has not been more soeeessful in promoting peace and mational
ltrra than it appears to have been, when four nations, all wor-
ghipbing the seme God snd the same Christ, can, ae each
peofesssa, believa it 40 ba ite duty Hagrantly to deny omeof the
rublimaet verition of their religion, vie. thet (hristisxity brings
with it #love, jor, and peaca i

We reply—it ie a inmentable faet that the charaeter of
Christinnity ia logt in the system. The Intter has frequently
boon made & pretemes for all kinds of erueltiza and immoral-
ities. The name hes spread farther than the reslity., Its ad-
berents, for the most pard, in their zeal to meke proselytos,
bkave overlocked the necessity for meking coaverts; and in
their haste to heoome ¢ setablished - as the religion of nations,
have ceaned to regard with en moch importance the soriptoral
doetrine of the necessity for individunl regeneration.

This is & grest end important fest. The ranke of the Greek
‘hureh are flled chisfly by men sadly ignorant of the smplest
truths of the * goapel* on which the Greek shurch profiesecs to
bo bailt. Perhaps a few pions patriarcha in the south, and a
fow honest pricsts in the north, may be devoutly impressed
with the truth se it is in Jema, bet theongheat the vast empire
which it influences, superstition, falsshood, and moral dark-
neas reign in almost undisturbed soversignty. The Homish
ahrreh hae substituted its own tmditions snd cbeervances for
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the sublimer truths which Christ taught, and pawts for nni-
versal temporal dominion. The Lotheran church bas to a
great extent Jost that lifelike exrnestness which distingnished
ite groat founder,  “If the ehureh of Prossis” says & distin-
guished writer in Faangelical (hristendom, % or of any land,
were so constituted that all the children of God could find &
hotnee in it, then no doobt it woold not be Chrisiisn to separate
from it, But this is not o, and 1 it is, Christion men should,
1 mubmst, rejoice that their coumirymen, & whom iR gospel o
not preached in tha Tuthorgn chureh, prefer & readity to n nume
— Ohristinnity to & chureh”  And agsin be writes—to what
an extent the churches of Germany are becoming retioneligh
in their clergy, md untklieving in their membears | This we
believe to be true,  And is not the Anglican c¢hureh open to
the charge of formality gnd deadness? Even awongst even-
of pirms sdherents to their sects by the momber of thoee wha
ﬁ.dadlymﬁ;phw:hpﬂﬂ

Christienity among nations hes becomo sedly differont from
mmnmngrnnghtbymmm&u Men are natually
digposad 4o attach too much importanes to externals end fores
of helief, tnd & kicrarchy, wherever established, is liable to fall
into the danger of demanding implicit obediencs in the “* lessar
mattors” of the law, while they overlook the weightier ; and
to repognise as members of “ghe church®™ only thoss who
oonform to dheir role. Bpiriteal truths are them neglscted,
or the reception of them into the heart is sopposed to be indi-
eated by the dogroo of ozactness with which the cutwand
peremonice are performad; apd hence different “ghurghes®
ure formed, opossion 3 given for jealowsies and envyings to
wrise, and in their hasts for snpremacy they are disposed to
griap 8t worldly powor, smd even enlist the sword om their
gide. Therofors, in all great meral questions, Christinnity, #o
understeod, s powerleas. It no looger apeaks with the gentle
loving voice of the gospel—* Be yo reconciled to God,” but it
wyopiferates, from its gilded throme or earved pulpit, * Heturn
ye to the bosom of the churchy’ wnd wolls yrowdsfus e



