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PREFACE.

In submitting this little work to the British public, I
do not pretend to the charaeter of an anthor. My
claims to attention are founded on sn carnest zeal
for the welfare and proeperity of a community, with
whom, during a long residence, I have shared all the
toils incident to new settlements, and may be sup-
posed to have acquired a practical knowledge of the
capabilities and wants of that fine country,

The first labours of a new Colony are wisely de-
voted to their immediate wants—to com, ecattle, the
building of habitations, and such casual produoctions
85 may not divert the inhabitants from their chief
means of subsistence and comfort; all else being
imported from old-settled countries which have lux-
uries and necessaries to spare. But in countries so
favoured by Nature as the Australian seitlements, &
long continuance in thie confined system of produc-
tion, appears like a disregard of her offered benefits,
Instead of choice fruits and wines being rarities for
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the wealthy, they might speedily, with due attention,
be made so to abound, as not only ta be shared and
enjoyed by the humblest, but to become staples for
export to less favoured countries, and even to rival
those to whom the Colenists now loock for supplies.
The main object of my volume is to shew the per-
fect practicability of bringing about such a desirable
fruition,

I have had long experience in the colture of the
vine, and the orange, on my land, near Paramatta.
I first planted my own in the year 1801; but more
pressing duties prevented miuch progress in the
extension of their cultivation until 1835, when I
established my vineyard with suceess, and have pro-
duced a variety of wines, which justify all that I have
said in favour of a more general adaption of the
giape-vine chlture, as a profitable, and at the same
time, healthful occupation, I have elsewhere spoken
of its moral benefits also, in inducing general sobriety
by furnishing a wholesome beverage for all. Other
settlers have been equally euccessful; and good
wines have been made of varions descriptions, such
‘a8 Champagne, Claret, Sauterne, Barsac, Sherry, and
other light wines,

In furtherance of the views I have long enter-
tained on the subject, I have visited many parts of
‘Europe for the purpose of collecting information,
and have given extracts from my Journal respecting
the economy of the vineyards and vintages of the
Rhine, and many of the districts of France, with all
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the information I could glean concerning their re-
spective wines. 1 have also made free use of the
best works extant on the subject: more especially
that of M. Jullien ( Topographic de Tous Vignobles
eomnus, 1832-36)—a work of great authority and
merit, and containing the moest sothentic informa-
tion. I have gleaned from his pages valuable matter
eoncerning all the most celebrated vineyards and
wines of Europe and Asia, and those of the Cape of
Good Hope.

I bave also collected some very useful particulars
on .the storing of wines, and the processes of sul-
phuring, fining, racking, &c., with directions for the
management of casks, and other necessary details.

A series of plain instructions are offered for the
general management of the vineyard, the result of
personal experience, which I hope will be found
practically vseful. It may not apply to every emer-
gency, or to every variety of grape-vine; but in the
course of my pages, almost every variation in the
method of culture is pointed out as practised in the
respective districts where different species of the
vine are cultivated: so that I trest the caltivator will
rarely be at a loss.

Much useful information is also given on the
Culture of the Orange—a {ruit which I trust will
take a conspicuous place in the productions of our
Australian Colonies, as & most delicious and whole-
some fruit. [t has long been an object of my
anxious attention, some of those in my orangery
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at Paramatta having been raised from the planta
brought to the Colony by my friend, Colonel Paterson,
in 1799,

Should my humble endeavours be the means of
inducing & more general and esrnest attention to
the cultivation of the Vine and the Orange in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, and thereby adding to the
happiness and prosperity of the present and future
generations, I shonld feel a gratification beyond my
power to express. And if my little work, through
i , should fail in its object, I hope that
shler pens may yet sncceed in accomplishing the end
at which I have aimed.
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