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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE.

Turitk is o prevailing tendeney in tho popaltar mind, ab Ehe prosent
tinze, fo uodervalue the importanee of the Statos in the Anerigan system
of Government. This foct has suggested the republieation of this
Essay on their true relations do the Fedewal Government. A word as
to the personsl history of the author

It has been the fute of AmEn Pamxzr Urssur, to be more gobe-
rolly known by the aceidental civewmstancs of Lis melancholy end,
than by lis own merite. e was killed by the explosion of & great
gun (the Pencomaker, na it was called,) on hoard the Steamer Prince-
ton; being ub the time e Seeretary of Btate of the United States,
under President Tyler. This was on the 28th of Tebvoary, 1844,
e had studied law under Willinm Wik ho posctised hid profession
from 1810 to 1324, After un interval of vetivement, he beld high
jndicial posifion as Judge of the Gepersl Court of Virginia, from
1826 to 1841 ; at which lnst period, Tus onternd My, Tyler's Cabinet
78 Bearctary of the Navy., On Mr. Wehster's retivement, in the
Fpring of 1843, Judze Upshur sugeeoded him as Boerclary of State






PREFACE.

Trr Tonk to which the following pages relate hus Tieen for
several years before the publie. Tt has been reviewed in suue
of the prinvipal periodicals of the cowntry, and recomended
in the strongest termog o publie fwvor. 1 have no disposition
to detracl from its merits na n valueble compendinm of historieal
fagts, or as presenting just views of the Constitation in muny
respects, My attention hne beon divected to is polidenl prim-
viples alime, and my sole purpose has heen to Inguire into the
correniness of those principles, su far os they relate to the true
nagare and character of our Federal Government.

1t may well exeite sorprize that so elaborate o work ag this
of Judge Htory, and one =0 well ealenlnted to inflnemes prblic
opinion, should have remained so long wenoticed by those who
do not eoneur in the awthor's vicws, No one can regret ihis
civcumsionge more than I dog for T would willingly have de-
volved upen abler hands the tesk which T have now wndeviaken,
T offer no apology for the wanner in which that tusk has been
performed. 1t i3 enough for me o say, that the reader, how-
zoever unfavorable his opinion of this cesay may be, will not be
wore seuzible of its imperfections than T am. T know that the
aetual practice of the federal government for many years post,
and the strong tendeneies of publiz opinion in favor of federal
power, forbid me to hope for o favorable reception, except from
the very fow who still eherish the prinsiples whieh T have en-
deavored to re-eatablish.

The lollowing casay was prepoved sbout three years ago, with
2 view to its publieation in one of owr peviediesl reviews. Cir-
cumstanees, which it is nimecessary to mention, provented this



