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PREFACE

The stody of history, like the study of a landscape, should
begin with the most conspicuons featurca. Not until these
have been fixed in memory will the lesser foaturea fall into
their sppropriate piaces and sssumo their right proportions.

The famous men of ancient and modern times are the
mountain peaks of history. It islegical then that the study
of history shorld begin with the biographiez of these men.

Not only is it logical ; it is also pedagogical, Experience
haa proven that in order to aftract aund hold the child’s
attention each conspicuous festure of history presented to
him should bave an individual for its center. The child
identifies himself with the personage presented. It is not
Romnlpa or Hercoles or Ciesar or Alexander that the child
has in mind when he reads, but himseclf, acting under
similar conditions,

Prominent educators, sppreviating these truthe, have long
recognized the value of biography as a preparstion for the
study of history and have given it an important place in
their echeme of studies.

The former practice in many elementary schools of bogin-
ning tho detailed study of American history withont any
previous knowledge of goneral history limited the pupil'a
range of vision, restricted his sympathies, and left him with-
ont material for comparisons. Moreover, it denied to him a
knowledge of his inberitance from the Greek philesopher,
the Roman lawgiver, the Teutonio lover of freedom. Hence
the recommendation so strongly urged in the repert of the
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Committes of Ten—and emphasized, also, in the report of
the Committes of Fiftesn—that the study of Greek, Roman
and modern European history in the form of biography
should precede the study of detailed American history in our
elementary schools. The Committos of Ten recommends an
gight years’ course in history, beginning with the fifth year
Jin school and continuing to the end of the high school course.
The first two years of this course are given wholly to the
study of lography snd mythelogy, The Committee of Fif-
teen recommonds that history be tanght in a1l the grades of
the elementary school and emphasizes the value of biography
and of general history. '

The series of historical stories to which thiz volome be-
longs wes prepared in conformity with the forogoing recom-
mendations and with the best practice of leading schools.
It has been the aim of the asthors to make an interesting
slory of each man’s life and to tell these stories in o style =0
zimple that pupils in the lower grades will read them with
plessure, and so dignified that they may be used with profit
as text-booka for reading. ’

Teachers who find it impracticable to give to the study of
mythology and biography a place of its own in wn alropdy
overcrowded ourricnlum nsually prefer to correlate history
with reading and for this pnrpoeso the volnmes of this series
will ba fonnd most desirable. :

The value of the illustrations can searcely be over-cstimated.
They will be found to surpsss in nember and exeellence any-
thing hergtofore offered in a school-book.  For the most part
they are reproductions of world-famous pictnres, and for that
reason the artists’ names are generslly affixed.
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INTRODUCTION

THE GODS OF THE TEUTONS

I the little volume called The Famous Men of
Rome you have read about the great empire which
the Romans established. Now we come to & time
when the power of Rome was broken and tribes of
barbarians who lived north of the Danube and the
Rhine took possession of landa that had been part
of the Roman Empire, These tribes were the
Goths, Vandals, Huns, Franks and Anglo-S8axons.
From them have come the greatest nations of mod-
ern times. All except the Huns belonged to the
same race and are known as Teutons. They were
war-like, savage and cruel. They spoke the same
language—though in different dialects—and wor-
shiped the same gods. Like the old Greeks and
Romans they had many gods.

Woden, who was also called Odin, was the great-
est of all. His name means “mighty warrior,” and
be was king of all the gods, He rode through the
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air mounted on Sleip'nir, an eight-footed horse
fleeter than the eagle, When the tempest roared
the Teutons said it was the snorting of Bleipnir.
When their ships came safely into port they said
it was Woden's breath that had filled their sails and
wafted their ves-
gels over the blue
waters,

Thor, a son of
Woden, ranked
next to him among
the gods. He
rode through the
gir in a chariot
drawn by goats.
The Germans
called him Donar

- and Thunar, worda
TOOR THROWING HI2 MAMMER which are likﬁ onur

word thunder. From this we can see that he
was the thunder god. In his hand he carried a
wonderful hammer which always came back to his
bhand when he threw it. Its head was so bright
that as it flew through the air it made the light-
ning, When it struck the vast ice mountains they
reeled and splintered into fragments, and thus
Thor's hammer made thunder,



