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PREFACE.

THe language of Seott's poetry is in gemersl so clear,
and the ideas eo simple, that little is needad in the way
of explapation. The notes thersfore consist chiefly of
such remarks on grammar and ctymology s are eng-
gested by the words and conetruetions in the text At
the same time I have tried fo bear in mind that the
geries, of which this edition forme a part, is intended
mainly for Indien students, most of them imperfeetly
acquainted with the English langnage, and almost ep-
tirely ignorant of Scoteh end English habits and enstoma,
I heve therefore been obliged to enter into explanations
of some matters that would be perfectly clear to an
Englsh school-boy. I have, as a ruls, not given the
mesnings of ordinary words, unless I had eomething
elea to say about them, hecanse I think thet school-boys,
Engligh or Indien, should be enconraged in the use of
the dictionary for themeslvea

I have made free use of Seott’s own motes to this
poem and to the Border Minsrelsy, and have given
illustrations from the latter work and from the novels
wherever I could. For etymology my principal gu.id?
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wi PREFACE.

haa been Bkeat’s Fiymological Dictisnary, 1 have also
made use of the new English dictionary of the Philo-
logical Society ae far ag it has gone, and of Jamieson's
Seottish Dicionary for purely Scoteh words. For points
of grammar, I have made refercmces to Bain, Higher
English rommar (1884), and to Morris, Historical Oul-
lines of Engligh Acoidence (1880Y, while 1 have occasion.
ally consulted Mastener, English Grommar, which is an
axcellent storehonse of examplea.

I have been greatly assisted by tho snggestions of
Mr. E H. Elliot, Assistant Professor of English at the
Pregidenoy College, who has freely placad at my disposal
his long experiance in teaching Indian boye.

PresmEroy CoLLeEGE,
Minmas.
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