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Tr was the intention of the Compiler, in the first instance, to
print nothing more than a deseriptive Catalogue of the Etchings
executed by Van Dyck, accompanied by a brief Sketch of his
Life. Having, however, in lis search after fresh materials found
many particulars relating to Contemporary Artists, which he
believes will be acceptable Lo those who are interested in the
listory of Art, he has ventured to insert them in the Volume,
with the hope that they will add to it sornething of originality and
value.

Te begs o express his obligations to the Right Honourable
the Tord Chamberlain, the Larl of Delawarr, for his kindness in
obtaining the Queen’s gracious permission for bim Lo inspect the
Pictures in the several Royal Palaces; to the Right Honourable
the Secretary of State for the ITome Department, Sir James
Graliam, Bart., for allowing him to peruse and copy documents
in Her Majesty’s State 1’:1}301‘ Office ; to Sir William Marlins, for
having granted him permission to examine and make extracls
from the books in the Lord Chamberlain’s Office s to Ilis Excel-
lency Monsieur Sylvain Van e Weyer, the Belgian Minister, for
lis great kindness in having placed in bis hands an interleaved

copy of Descamp’s Lives of the Ilemish Vainters, conlaining a
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number of very valuable additions and corrections, with per-
mission to make such extracts as might be desirable ; to W. LI
Black, Esq., one of the Assistant Keepers in the Office of Public
Ilecords, for the zealous aid received {rom him in the course of
his researches in that Oflice ; and to Patrick 'razer Tytler, Esq.,

the able historian of Scotland, for many valuable suggestions

made during the time the work was pussing through the press.
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