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PREFACE.

Tae Poems here offered to the public were chiefly
written during the interval between the concluding
and the publishing of * The Farmer's Bey,' an in-
terval of nearly two years, The pieces of a later
date are, © The Fidow to Aer Hour-Gilass, * The
* Fakenkam Ghast,’ ¢ Walter and Jane,' &e. At
the time of pablishing the Farmer's Boy, circum-
stances occurred which rendered it mecessary to
submit these poems to the perusal of my friends;
under whose approbation I mow give them, with
som¢ confidence as to their moral merit, to the
judgment of the public. And as they treat of vil-
lage manners, and rural scenes, it appears to me
not ill-timed to avow, that I have hopes of meeting
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in some degree the approbation of my country. 1
was not prepared for the decided, end I may surely
say extraordinary, attention which the Puoblic has
shown towards the Farmer's Boy: the consequence
bas boen such as my true friends will rejoice to
hear: it has produced me many essential blessings,
And 1 feel peculiarly gratified in finding that s
poor man in England may assert the dignity. of
Virtee, and spesk of the imperishable beauties of
Nature, and be heard, and heard, perhaps, with
greater attention for his being poor.

Whoever thinks of me or my concerns, must
necessarily indolge the pleasing idea of gratitude,
and join a thought of wmy first great frieed Mr,
Lofft. And on this head, I believe every reader,
who has himself any feeling, will judge rightly
of mine: if otherwise, 1 would much rather he
would lay down this volume, and grasp hold of
such fleeting pleasures as the world's business
may afford him. 1 speak mot of that gentleman
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as n public character, or as & scheler, Of the
former I know but little, and of the latter nothing.
But 1 know from experience, and | glory in this
falr opportunity of saying it, that his private life
s a leseon of meorality; his manoers geatle, his
 heert gincere: and I regand it as one of the most
fortapate circemstances of my Hife, that my mire-
duction to public notice foll to so sealous snd -
wearied a friend®.

I have received many honoursble testimomies
of esteem from strangers; letters without a name,
but filled with the most cordial advice, and slmaost
a parentz] anxiety, for my safety under so great a
share of pablic applanse. I beg to refer such
friends to the great teacher Time: and hope that
he will hereafter give me my deserts, sod no more,
© ® 1 dase not take to mysslf a praise like this; and yet Twas,
perhape, bardly st lberty to disclaim what should be*mina and
the endenvour of cvery onc to deserve.  Thia T cam say, that I

bave resson to rejoice that Mr Grosse Broowrmip intro-
duced ‘Tz Famoom's Bor' o me. G L



