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INTRODUCTION

Tag period covered by thie play is the last two years of
Ralegh’s lifa—rooghly from Januwary 1617 to Jaouary
1619 (he waa exscuted in October 1618). It followa
the main oourse of history closely, and the cnly points
(s0 far as | am aware) in which there iz any conscions
alteration of dates, are the release of Cobham — which
took place & month or so later—and the death of Cobham,
which I have adjosted by a faew daya to ceoincide with
the arrest of Stncley for coin-clipping. The Privy Coumail
Register for 1617 conteina no record of any Council
Meeting on the suhject of the Spanish Marriage or of
Ralegh, bat that discnssions on the aubject were fraquent
we know from Gardiner and Spedding, These two
historians are oaturally my chief sources for the period,
but I have followed Major Hume in his most interest-
ing trenscription from Spanigh sources of the interview
between Gondomar and James in 1618.

The closing years of Ralegh's life have & deep dramatio
and historical significance. His previous career had the
breadth and the sweep of epic. This Ulysses of his days
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