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STUDIES IN RELIGION.

BPIRIT.
Wz meet together, & band of learners; every
thing invites us to stndy : every thiog seems
to us in possessiom of a seoret, end sllures
us by the promise of unfolding . We are
at horoe in onr world, end yet not at heme in
it. We are full of questions, 'The overhead
sky, with its floating islands of condensed
light, the broad earth, the regal domaln of
flowera, the shy birds, the serious snfmals, the
busy ineects,—4o all we my, Teall unto us,
whenoe come and whither go you! They
move around in digniffed possession. We are
all askers of them, We importume them in
their heunta, follow them to their recesses ; but

they say nothing : they are dumb, alas! for
1
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10 BTUDIES IN HELIGION.

them and us. A subject etill more interesting
than this world without, invites us. We qoes-
tion ahout ourselves: we become unto our.
selves a study. Whence and why came we
hither, with these curiously fashioned eyes and
ears, thess impish fingers, this irresistible vigor
that burst forth in the leap and shout of in-
fancy, these visions of future might, that wove
their fantastic ahapes &0 early in the hidden
life of the child, that < wheel within & wheel,”
those sudden wailings of affection, that wesk-
ness, that thoughtlessness and yei unconscions
consciousnesa of thoughts, far back in itsel,
and yat not belonging to it : & possessed crea-
ture? Whence this wondrous ehildhood,—
this questioning youth ?

Man, we ara told, is a spirit in & body. I
suppose all that this means is, that we are con.
scious of not being our body, but somewhat
above, or, s it were, interior to it ; and tothis
interior force has been varicusly given the
name of soul, spirit, speaking of it &8 one; or
mind, heart, affections, &c., speaking of its
modes. That which we call soul is not sepa-
rate from body, but lives through it : hes taken
form, become embodied. All that we see is

the form of sumewhat, is something embodiad,
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STILIT. 11

That which we see, touch,—m & werd, which
appears to all or any of the senses,—is body, or
form, or apperrance; &nd that which is nol
body, but the embodied, not appearance, but
the appearer, we call spirit.

Bpirit is then the invieible forge, behind or in
every thing that eppears. The owlward isnot
reality, but the form of it: the outward is the
manifestation of the Inward: the sensuous is
the apparition of the spiritual. The human
frame, o mors than the sters and flowsrs, but
equelly with them, are appenrances of &n in.
visible reality,~——of spirit. The star is body,
#o the flower, g0 our form ; all equally impres
eions on the zenses of an invisible foroe : the
gtar one form of spirit, the flower another, tha
buman frame another—all equally wondeeful,
divine, mystic. It is not in a figurative sense
that flowers and stars are our brothers. They
and we are alike the oul-putting of invisible
forpe: we are stars glowiog here sod there in
the immeesurable arch of God's being ; we
are flowers springing upward from the earth
and withering to it again; aed the flower
and the star, like unto us, are mortal forms of
immortel spirit.

Now, this body, this outside, this appear-
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ance of spirit, whether it ba the human mani-
festation, or einrs, or flowers, or words, or
deeds, ia limited, ended, finited or finite. Every
thing perceptible to the senses must necessarily
be finite: for, il it were not so, the senses
could not take nots of it. The remson we see
an object, in because it is formed, limited, fi-
nite, hes an end. Could we conoeive its su-
perficies sloping off into infinite space, we could
net see it ; oniy where i stopped, whers it be-
came limited, would it become visible ; only
aa it took end, become finite. The invisible
must take form in order to be visible,~the in.
finite take finity. Thet which appears is ne.
cessarily formed ; that which takes form is ne.
cessarily finite ; and so these two words, finite
and infinite, come to represent the two great
facts, which inelude all other facts: the finite
expressing all that iz ontward, that has taken
form in nature, in humanity, in word, or deed ;
the infinite expresses the invisible, the form.-
lea, the apirit.

Now, as the finits la the limit, the oarrow.
ing, the obstroction of the infinite, it must al-
ways ba less then the infinite; and, for this
reason, the finite and sensvous, beautiful as it
may be, cen pever satisfy man, whose nature



