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This volume is a re-issue of the stories which
appeared in the “ Greenback library ™
in 1502 under the title of E! Omdu.



8 T22Z
agexoh Libp

H'ﬂf":'r'l' {4 = it O
Wi TR B

To sy Frigxp
R. B. CUNNINGHAME GRAHAM
(** Singularisimo escritor ingles ™)

Wheo has lived with and knows {even to the marrow
as they would themselves say) the horsemen of the
Pampas, and who alone of European writers has
rendered something of the vanishing colour of that

remote life.



NOTE.

THE two short stories included in this volume are
reprints :(—the * Stary of a Piebald Horse ® from a
book of travel and adventure in South America, long
out of print; the other, * Nifio Diablo," is taken, by
permission, fram Macmillar's Magazine, The two
long stories now appear for the first time, excepting
only the incidents of the English invasion told in ¥ El
Ombd," and the Appendix to the same story, which
formed part of an article describing the game of El
Pato in the Badminfon Magasine,
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EL OMBU.

This history of & house thai had been was lold in
the shade, ome summer's day, by Nicandro, that old
man fo whom we all lToved fo Nsiew, since he could
remember and properly narrale the life of every person
he had known in Mis nafive place, near to the lake of
Chascomus, on the southern pampas of Buenos Ayres,

In all this district, though you should go twenty
leagues to this way and that, you will not find
a tree as big as this ombi, standing solitary,
where there is no house; therefore it is known
to all as * the ombd,” as if but one existed:
and the name of all this estate, which is now
ownerless and ruined, is El Ombd. From one
of the higher branches, if you can chimb, you
will see the lake of Chascomus, two thirds of
a league away, from shore to shore, and the
B



