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G. da Fabrieno. St. Nicholas with Conventional Emblems along with Mary Magdalene,

8t. John, and St. George.
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PREFACE

FEW years ago, while trying to trace the
history of certain Christmas customs, I was
unavoidably brought into contact with St. Nicholas,
A closer acgquaintance with that amiable person-
ality was the result, and acquaintance gradually
deepened into veneration and affection. In the
same year in which began my closer acquaintance
with St. Nicholas, I was so fortunate as to be
brought face to face with some of the quaint
pictures in which Italian painters, with so much
charm, have represented the wvarious cpisodes in
the life of the saint. I was led to believe that
others would enjoy the pictures, not all of them
readily accessible, and that a wider knowledge of
St. Nicholas would greatly enlarge the circle of
his friends, The present book was the result.
My aim has been, not to offer an exhaustive
study of all the difficult questions that ‘are con-
nected with the name of 5t. Nicholas, but to
bring together, from somewhat scattered sources,
the elements in his life story. The kindly acts
i



iv Preface

recorded of him have lived in popular memory
and have flowered into some of the most generally
cherished of popular customs, In St. Nicholas
the reader will come in contact with a personality
of unique amiability, whose influence has per-
meated popular customs for many centuries and
has contributed much of sweetness to human life.

My original contribution to the subject has
been shght. In the notes T have attempted to
indicate my indebtedness to other writers, al-
though the amount of this debt I have not been
able adequately to show. To the artists who
have represented with feeling and with charm
the scenes in the life of St. Nicholas, this book is
most indebted, and for them I wish to bespeak
a major part of the reader’s attention.

G. H. McK.

Coromavs, O,
July 16, 1917,
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