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PREFACE.

—_—

Trs volunte containg o brief account of the
mavement for religions liberty in ihe South Amer-
iean Republies of Perw, Eeuador, and Belivia. The
movement had its inceplion in an address by the
Hev. Dr. dJohn F. Thomgon before the Methodist
Ministors’ Meating of Chieago, 1llinciz, on Mondag,
April 2, 1894, AL (he eloge of e address a com-
millee of theee was appoinled f0 muke vepresonta-
tious o the Rowan Catbolie aulborities, and for six
vears thereafler the agitation was maintained under
the direction of 1his eommitlee. Ou Monday, April
2, 1800, the Minisiers” Meoting, in discharging the
eommitiee, adopled (he following:

"Whereas, Some fix yewrs age the disabilities re-
specting eivil macciage under which Protestanls labor in
tha various HRepublics af Bonth Armeriea were seb Lorlh in
thiz DMinlzters” Meering by Do, Jobo B Thomson, Lo
many years a missionary in that country; and

“Whereas, At his request a commitree consisting of
the Rev, John FLee, the Rev. John O, Foster (whose place
in the committes was afterward taken by the Rev, W, I
Holmes), and the Rev. M. M. Parkhurst, was appolnted

te bring the subject to the aivention of (he authorities
in those countries and in Rome; and
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"Whereas, Tho duties of said commlttes have been
mast ably and persistently carried out, especially by the
chalrman, the Rev. John Les, resulting in a practical vie-
fory=—no loss than the securing of the recogmition and
registering of Protestant marrizges in the Republic of
ieru, where their legality had hitherio been most e
phatically denied, and in bringlog about many important
and radical modifications of Lthe laws  discriminating
amainst Protestanrs in the Hepublics of Ecuador and
Ttolivia, preliminary to a complete recognition of their
civil amd religlous rights o thosa Republics; and

"“TWhereas, Tt must be deemed a wmatter of zreat sat-
jsfpction that the attentlon of oo loss o persomage than
ihat of the Pope of Rote haz heon olieited, who, through
his Secretary of Siwie, has Lesn constralned Lo reply to
the urgent representations of the chairman of the coo
mittce, and that the Presldent of the Tlaited Ziales, the
Hecrctary of Stace, cardlnals, bishops, and other distin-
siizhod persopages in Chureh and 2tare have expressed
a doop Intercst in the work of the committes, as shown
by their correspondenca with its ehalrman; therefore, be it

"Iesolvad, That this Minlaters' 3Meeting express iis
bearty approval of the work of the commlttee, and pars
tieularty eommond the fulelily and ability of the chairman,
the HRev. Jobn Lea, whose devolion do the cause of civil
liberty in Sowlh Amerien snd whose parnest and judicions
lalwar In its Dbehall have been crowned with such dis-
linguished success.™

As the work was Imt partially completed, the
author of thiz volmne, who, as chaivman of the eom-
riittes, had been in charge of the eorrespondence,
deemed it advisable and neeessary to continne on
his own responsibility the work wntil some defimite
regnlrs had Leen obtained, In the prosecation of
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the work he received valuable assistanes from the
tev. Drs. John F. Thomson, Charles W, Drees,
Thomas B, Wood, and Henry G, Jackson,

All who love religious liberty will rejoiee that on
the 87th day of Augngt, 1908, into all lands went the
glad news thal in Bolivia liberty of veligious worship
was an accomplished fact. In a letier yecelved from
the Departmenl of State, Tuesday morning, Oetober
23, 1006, is incloged a copy of the Bolivian law
atending the Constitulion 20 a3 to permit “the pub-
lic exercise of any religious worship.”

Religious perseention 1= theronghly un-Christ-
like, It Lurts (he Clureh, the State, and the Na-
tion.  Tha writer firmly belicves that the highest
welfare of this epublie demands that every eitizen
shall endeavor w stomp out every vestige of relig-
1ous intolerance on the Awmerican eontinent,  He
sineerely hopes that all who vead this book may lay
to heart the truth expressed by Ienry AL Stanley:
“3 State should not interfere in matters of eon-
seicnee, for bo o man a Tagan or a Christian, Protes-
tant or Roman Catheolie, Brahmin or Mussulman, his
religious bellefs, or ignorance of religion, should not
biag o government, or debar a citizen from the en-
jovinent of his rights or privileges.”

Joux LEk.

Curcago, Cewober 23, 1006,






