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SKETCH OF THE LIFE
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GEORGE LORD L¥TTELTON.

(GEORGE LYTTELTON, the son of Sir
Thomas Lyttelton, of Hagley, in Worcestershire,
was born in 1709. He was edocated at Eton,
where he was so much distinguished, that his
cxcrcises were recommended a3 models to his
schoo}-fellows,

From Eton be went to Chrigt-church, where

he retained the same reputation of superiority,
and displayed his abilities to the public in a
poem on ** Blenheim,"”
. He was a very carly writer, bath in verse and
prose, His “ Progrcss of Love,” and his « Per-
# gian Letters,” were both written when he was
very young,

He staid not long at Oxford; for in 1728 he
began bis travels, and saw France and Ttaly.
When he returned, he obtained a seat in parlia-
ment, and soon distinguished himself among the
most eager opponents of Sir Robert Walpole,
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though his father, who was commissioner of the
admiralty, always voted with the court,

For many years the name of George Lyttelton
was secn in every account of every debate in the
house of commons. He opposed the standing
army; he opposed the excise; he supported the
amotion for petitiomng the king to remove Wal-
pole. His 2eal was considered by the courtiers
not only as violent, but as acrimonious and ma-
ligonant ; and when Walpole was at last hunted
from his places, every effort was made by his
friends, and meny friends he bad, to exclude
Lyttelton from the secret committee.

The Prince of Wales, being (1737) driven
from 5t.James's, kept a separate court, and opencd
bis arms to the opponents of the ministry. Mr.
Lyttelton became his secretary, and was supposed
to have grest influence in the direction of his
¢onduct.  He persuaded his master, whose busi-
ness it was now to be popular, that he would
advance his character by patronage. Mallet was
made under-secretary, with 2004 and Thomson
had 8 pension of 100! a year. For Thomson,
Lyttelton always retained his kindness, and was
able at last to place him at ease.

Moore courted his favour by an apelogetical
poem, called * The Trial of Selim ;" for this he
was paid with kind words, which, as is common,
Taised great hopes, that were at last disappointed.

Lyttelton now stood in the first rank of oppo-
sition; and Pope, who was incited, it is not casy
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to gy how, to increase the clamour againet the
minisiry, commended him among the other pa-
trigts. This drew npon him the reproaches of

. Fox, who, in the house, imputed to him as a crime
his intimacy with 2 lampooner so unjust and licen-
tions. Lyttelton supported his friend, and replied,
that he thooght it an honour to be received into
the familiarity of so great a poet.

Whilc he was thos conspicuous, he married
{1741) Miss Lucy Fortescue of Devonshire, by
whom he had a son, the late Lord Lyttelton, and
two daughters, and with whom ho appears to
bave lived in the highest degree of connubial fer
licity: buot human pleasures are short; she died
in childbed about five years afterwards, and he
solaced his grief by writing a long poem to her
memory.

He did not, however, condermn himself to per-
petnal solitnde and sorrow; for, after awhile, he
was content to seck happiness again, by a sccond
martiage with the daughter of Sir Robert Rich;
but the experiment was unsuccessful.

At length, after a long struggle, Walpole gave
way, and honour and profit were distributed
among his conquerors. Lyttelton was made
{1744) onc of thec lords of the trcasury ; and from
that time was engaged in supporting the schemes
of the ministry,

Politica did not, however, so mnch engage him
88 to withheld his thoughts from things of more
importance. He had, in the pride of juvenile
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structive account has been given by his physician,
which will spare me the task of his moral charac-
ter.

* On Sunday evening the symptoms of hislord-
ship's disorder, which for a week past had alarmed
s, put on & fatal appearance, and his lordship
believed himself to be a dying man. From this
time he suffered by restiesness rather than pain;
though his nerves were apparently much fut-
tered, his mental facuities never secmed stronger,
when hc was thoroughly awake.

¢ His lordship's bilious and bepatic complaints
seemed alone not equal to the expected monrn-
ful event; his long want’ of slecp, whether the
consequence of the irritation in the bowels, or,
which is more probable, of causes of a different
kind, accounts for his loss of strength, and for his
death, very sufficiently.

« Though his lordship wished his approaching
dissolution not to be lingering, he waited for it
with resignetion, He said, < It is a folly, a
keeping me in misery, now to attempt to pro-
long life;" yet hc was essily persuaded, for the
satisfaction of others, to do or take any thing
thought proper for him. On Saturday he had
been remarkably better, and we were not with-
out some hopes of his recovery.

* On Sunday, about cleven in the forencan, hiy
lordship sent for me, and said he felt a great
hurry, and wished to have a little conversation
with me in order to divert it. He then pro-
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teeded to open the fountzin of that heart, from
whenee goodness bad so long flowed, as from a
copions spring. * Doctor,” said he, * you shall be
my confessor: when I first set out in the world,
I had friends who endeavoured to shake my be-
lief in the christian religion. I saw difficnltics
which staggercd me ; but I kept my mind open
to conviction. The evidences and doctrines of
‘christianity, studied with attention, made me a
most firm and persuaded believer of the chris-
tian religion. I have made it the rule of my
life, and it ia the ground of my future hopes. I
bave erred and sinped ; Yut have repented, and
pever indulged any vicious habit. In politics
and public life, I have made public good the
mle of my conduct. I never gave connsels
which I did not, at the time, think the best. I
have seen that I was sometimes in the wrong, but
I did not err designedly. I have endeavoured, in
private life, to do all the good in my power, and
pever for 8 moment could indulze malicions or
unjust designs upon any person whatseever.,”

“ At another time he zaid, ¢ I must leave my
soul in the same state it was in befors this ill-
ness; I find this a very inconvenient time for
solicitnde about any thing.”
% On the evening when the symptoms of death
came on, he said, * I shall dic; buot it will not be
your fault.” When lord and lady Valentia came
to see his lordship, he gave them his solemn be-
nediction, and said, © Be good, be virtuous, my



lord ; yom must come to this.' Thus he conti-
nued giving his dying benediction to all around
him. On Monday morning a lucid interval gave
some small hopes, but these vanished in the even-
ing; and he continued dying, but with very
little uncasiness, till Tuesday morning, Aug. 22,
when between seven and cight oclock he ex-
pired, almost withont a groan.”

His lordship was buried at Hagley; and the
following inscription is cut on the side of his
1ady’s monument :

This unadorned stone was placed bare
By the particular desire and express
Dicections of the Right Honcurable

GeozoEe Lord LyrTELTEN,

Who died Augont 22, 1773, aged 64,

The character of George Lord Lyttclton was
held in universal cstimation during his life, and
his memory has been revered ever since his
death, In the several characters of a judicious
critic, an entertaining traveller, a wise and up-
right statcsman, and a good man, his reputation
is so decisively fixed, and so firmly estahblished,
that it can receive little additional lustre from
encomium of pancgyric ; and is in no danger of
suffering from the attacks of criticism or cen-
sure.
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