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INTRODUCTION

BY THE EDITOR.

Ix the year 1858, the latg Samuel Jennison, Esq., of Worcester,
— for many years an officer of the American Antiquarian Soci-
ety, and well known as a diligent and successful student of the
history of New England, —invited me to examine a manuscript
volume of which he had become the possessor,  Of this velume,
its authorship and contents, Mr. Jennison wrate the following
account :—

“It is now some tme sinee a friend, knowing that I had some curi
osity in relation to matters of antiquity, and thinking I might find some-
thing ta gratify it in a small folio, in manuseripg, in broken but venerable
binding, which was then in his possession, placed the same in my hands,
He did not know the writer or the contents ; for the style of penmanship
was that of more than two cenwries ago, and although not unusually
indistinet for its kind, could not easily be read by one unaccustomed Lo
the chirography of the time, It proved, on inspection, to be a journal-
book kept by THomas Lecmrorp, whose claim to the reputation of
having heen the first Baston fezeper is, 1 believe, unguestioned. Tt con-
tains a record of the business transactions in which he was, from day
to day, engaged, commencing with his setttement in Boston, and con-
tinued until his return to England ; embracing many facts of historical
and genealogical interést. 1 have awaited a season of leisure and relief
from other cccupations to transcribe and prepare it for publication.”

It is much to be regretted that the work of transcription and
preparation, commenced by Mr. Jennisen, was laid aside before
being completed, and the public thereby deprived of the valuable
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