THE MILITIAMAN'S MANUAL
AND SWORD-PLAY WITHOUT
A MASTER; RAPIER AND
BROAD-SWORD EXERCISES



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649753444

The Militiaman's Manual And Sword-Play without a Master; Rapier and Broad-Sword
Exercises by M. W. Berriman

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



M. W. BERRIMAN

THE MILITIAMAN'S MANUAL
AND SWORD-PLAY WITHOUT
A MASTER; RAPIER AND
BROAD-SWORD EXERCISES

ﬁTrieste






THE

'MILITIAMAN’S MANUAL,

SWORD-PLAY

WITHOIT A MAHTHR.

RAPIER AND BROAD-SWORD EXERCISES

GOFIODELY EXFLAINED ARD ILLURTEATED ;

BMALL-ABM LIGHT INFANTEY DRILL OF THE URITED BTATES AEMY;
INFANTREY MANDAL OF FEROUBSION MTEERT; COMEANT
DRILL OF THE TNTTED 3TATES CAVALRY.

— e —
Exvsneen, Erven, Cospzcren, e Eormmo

By Caer. M, W. BERRIMAN, *

Engaged for tha iaap thirty yaams lo the practioal lorimetion of military sdents.

BEECOND EDITION.

Heko Pork:
D. VAN NOSTRAND, 192 BROADWAY,
1861,



W (1 5"5-!;1-"

AuARD l."m“,
NOV § 1!1?
Lispany

— -2

Yonthern Distrlck of Kew-York s BHE IT REMENEERED, That on the ¥inth
day of Navembuor Anoos Dumind IESA, ¥, W, Reaxiaan of khe IMateied,  Lsth d=
wa:dm i this 0o the thile of & Book, e WEa 4 WISoh 18 Ls the wuris following,
I wit 1—

# The Militivman's Wannal ; and Benrd Play wlihuutv.\![lmr, lear aod Bruad
Bword Exzercim Coplovaly Explajned snd Libupteate. mﬁ?u Infantry
Tiefll of the Unlted Statas Army ; Inl!'aui.ry Hiowal of Pﬁmu-{nu M Company
Tirfll of the Uoited Stolss Davkiey, The most perfect Manosl ever placord o the Soi-
dler's ksad, shonld ba cardod In avory Seldioe's kuspssoke. Bnlargsd, Heovisl, Gom-

bt mmik Idited by Oapl. M, V. Berritoan, eu;ﬂ fr the last thirty yaars in the
%ruunni Inatnsatlon of MELAsey Studsots,™ whereof be clpimy oy Angher
gnd Propristor.

In ponformity with an Act of Congesas, aotitled Y An Aok ta s od the Lebs re
|pmun'wp1-rlghtu.“ GED. J. BETTH,

Clerk of tha Bw.thﬂ Trigtrice of New-Tork




PREFACE.

AucwesT & people sa situated and circumstanced as 2re we
of the United States, it would be impossible to exaggerate the
umportance of having every citizen, or at least a foll snffici-
ency of citizens,—instructed in the rudiments of milifary sei-
ence, and capable of furning out a4 short notice to take part,
when nesdful, in defence of our liberties, our boundaries, and

progress. j

The policy of the republicen form of government is very’

properly opposed to the maintenance of & vast atanding army,
such as that by aid of which Louis Napoleon overthrew the
freedom he had sworn to guard ; such as that by which the
Austrian Government muintaing its despotic rule over abject
and sbugpling millions. Presidents are but men, after all,
though selectad by the voice of the nation ; and the priceless
boon of independence which our fathers won for us on many
a bloody ficld, is too precions in our eyes to be hararded, by
giving the Federal Executive eontrel of eo dangerous a wea-
pon and temptation, as every ambitions man must find Io an
army of hirelings, subject to the siriet chediencs of the camp
and competent, from their numbers and spirit, to sttempt the
elevation to empire of whomsoever would be bold encugh to
lead them.

To guand against this danger, remote and improbable as it
may seem, the setiled policy of the United Statea both has heen

and must wisely continue, to maintain s rogular army not larger
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I1 PREFACE.

than the immediate necessities of the frontiers we are callod
upon to protect ; an army, io fact, which shall rather be & nu-
cleus for volunteer soldiery to rally rovnd in time of war, than
such an orgenization as should be competent of itz own
strength and motion, 40 wield any influence over the govern-
ment and people it is enlisted 10 protect.

It is in this grand lement of the volmteer soldiery—the
aleerity with which cur young eitizen-chivalry leaps to avma
—ithe enthusiasm which answers the eall for ten thousand
men, with eager and ‘clamorcus offers of service from two
hundred thousand throats,—it is in these indications of a war-
like and irreslstible spirit, that we find cur real profection
frema Q)4 World jealousiee and hatreds. And confident in the
mnexhaustible patare of this enthusiasm, we can afford to look
with complacency on the few thonsand Regulars who perma-
nently sustain the flag of the United States, slong & frontier
and seaboard of more than fifty thousand miles.

Everywhere thronghout our comntry—and long may it re-
muic so! we find (he Soldier-spiritt manifesting its force
amongst all ages and elassca, from the ehildren whe parade
the sirests with wooden guns and peuy frompets as their
earliest pastime, to the splendidly equipped and disciplined
bodies of cavalry and infaniry, who epend time, money and
exertions, without, gradging, to make themselves competent at
any moment to the defonce of their homes, their liberties, and
the oviolability of the American flag.

Tt iz in view of these things, carelully noted and reported,
that high Europesn authorities have pronounced us © the mest
nzturally warlike people in the world;,” and who shali pretend
to limit the iofluence which this belief has had in securing
for us the respect which our flag enjoys abroad, and that happy
immunity from aggression which, for this long fime past, haa
given our warlike spirit no canse or call for any very exten-
sive excitement !



PREFACE. I

But let it once be thought or even imagined in Europs, that
the twelve or fourteen thousapd moldiers enlisted in the
Federal Army, give any thing like  just approximation to the
military resources of the United States, sod how long would
it be before the legions of tyranny woald be thuedering at the
gates of this grand republican temple,—this haven for all the
wrecks of foreign wrong; this free and bonnteous Mother,
receiving to her breast, and hidiog uwoder the broad folds of
her starry robe, all the childrem of oppression who chooze to
saek protection at hor hands in the name, and with ths coun-
tersign of Liberty!

It is indeed of the Grat and laat importance that the military
spirit of our people, and the yonth more especially, should be
fostered, ripened and mainfained, Everywhere the largest
and most libers] facilities should be affopded, for the formation
of companies and regiments ; snd each Btate in the Union
ghould give genersusly to the cauwe in which the common
liberty is at stake.

Not oaly should regular compames be encournged, but in
target parties and other mersly occasional gatherings con-
nected with military duty, moch might be taught our young
men, which it would profit them in the day of irizl to be ac-
quainted with. These tarpet companies conlain the finest
elements for more permanant orgunization ; the soldier spirit
and esprit de corps in generated amongst them ; the first les-
sonzs of discipline-and obedience plensanily imstilled ; the
ambition for more perfect knowledge awakened, and in num-
berless instznces which have fallen under the writer's per-
sonal observation, the Target Farty of one Fall, has become
the regularly organized militis company of the ensuing
Spring.

It is a faet which all experience teaches, thal an army
without discipline is the most dangerons of rabbles. Mo
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conrage, no enthusizsm, no personal daring om the part of
men and officers, ean mako up for the went of an unbroken
front and concenirated movements in the presence of a dis-
ciplined enemy. This diseipline may, under certain circum-
stances, axist without any settled form of mevement and at-
tack, a5 was to a great extent the czee with Marion and his
resistless corps of partizans ;—but amongst them also, there
was a thorough tndersfanding of man with man, and even the
precipitate confusion of their forays had a certain order in ifs
disorder, which sorved in the absence of any more eoncerted
operstions, 'The enemy, alse, was seldom or never anacked
in the open field where discipline could be exhibited ; but
every road-cut through the United States, every bridge built,
every forest felled, and svery city erected,—all these things
go tomake it more unlikely that we shall ever again be en-
gaged in a war where mere guerilla recklessnesa can have
any fuvarable effuct in checking the advance of a regalar and

fully. organized army.

It therefore hecomes the more imminenily necesaary, that
all capeble und wishing to defend their country in time of
neod, should make themselves femiliar with the few simple
and healthful exercises which are required of the infantry
and light infaniry soldiers, when first called upon to take the
field. With thiz instruction eteadily pursred in the intervals
of business, it would require but a month of active serviee fo
make the volunteer the equal of & vetgran. The sword ex-
ercise, too, ia of all others fhe most gracefnl, sanatory and
invigorating ; it exXpends the chest, gives poise and agility to
the figure, quickens the eye and hand with new excitement,
end sends that chivalrous hot corrent through the veins which
only the practised 8wordsman can experience. More than
gll other means of delanca or attack, the sword is the weapon
of the gentlaman ; the wespon of chivalry and romance ; the
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the weapon of Murat and Marion. Too trus it 18 that the
great majority of officers merely carry it as the badge of thair
authority, without any suficing or even proximate knowledge
of its practical value and resourcea ; they point with it, fou-
rish it, salute with it,—but of its rezl excellence aad utility
as an instrument in the handa of a soldier, it is to be feared
that the majority koow little or oothing =t all.

To remedy this, amongst other matters, and to diffuse in a
form aceessible and comprehensible (6 all, the duties and ex-
ercives of the Infaatty and Light Infantry drill, the underaign-
e, who has spent mace than thirty years in active military
lifs, and the training of young soldieys, has compiled and re-
vised this volume, using all much militsry helpe a9 came within
hia reach, sud exfending and simplifying the codes of former
practice, wherever his experience showed that this coyld be
safely done, and wilh advantage to the student,

In the present volume he beliavea that hé can offer to the
youth and military aspirants of the ‘country, a complete and
perfect code, containing, withfu the briefeat limits, all matters
essential tothe branches of arms treated of, and such a manual
of Practical Exercice as can nowhers else be found con-
densed intc a form se concise and intelligible. He may ap-
peal to his reputation as a Dn]l Officer, with confidence that
thousands of his former puplls in ali ranks of the United
Biates and militis services, will cheerfully accord to him the
merit of having done some what—il not much—towards giving
them their present efficiency, and saving them many years of
trouble, by setting them on the right track at the commence-
ment.

With these few preparatory words, and commending the
work of Lis experience to the stodies of sll these who aspire
to something higher than the position of mére machines,—



