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THE ROMAN REPUBLIC.

PART L

—

CHAPTER I.
THE EQULAN AND VOLSCIAN WaRA

Gaoorarniosr Posrrron, Thers wers sitnated in
ancient times within the boundaries of Apepnine Italy
no lesa than six distinet races, the Pelasgiana, the
Oscars, the Sabellians, the Umbrians, the Etrudans,
and the Grecks The Opicans or Uscans occupied all
tha country between the Silarus and the Tiber : the sea-
coast of this district, however, wua thickly dotted with
rich towns belonping to other oatioms. This reece had
various eubdivisions, such sa the Auwruncans, the Auso-
nians {in the more limited sense—in the wider sense the
word is synenymons with the Oscans®), the AHgriaws,
end the Voraoiawe, It is the constantly reomrring en-
cronchment of these last-mentioned npations wpon the
Iatin territory that forms the great fuature of the
extornal history of Bome, during the hall-ccniury that
intervened between the establishment of the Republio
and the Laws of the Twelve Tablan,

Their googrophical position may be deseribed in two
waya : firat, with & view to the hills, and secondly, with
& ¥iew to the rivers, of the distriet.

The monntain-wall of the lowsr Apennines that rons

* "Oorucol, xob wpdrepor eal v eahoticomr . . . . Alsoves,
’ Anter, Polit. vii., 10.
B



2 THE ROMAN REPURLIC.

botween Tibur and the sen, mear Terragina, is divided
into two portione of umequal length. The shorter amd
upper divislon extends from Tibur o Preneste; the
lower and longer, from Preeneste to Terracina and the
s, The latler portion was held by the Volscians,
the former by the Hguians.

Again, if wo look at the rivers, we may ronghly allot
to the Volsciane the territory om the right bank of the
Trerus, a tributary of the Lirls, down te Tormcina, on
the coast : and to the Fouians, a district on the left
bank of the Anio, stretehing northwards, and reaching
bayond Careeoli and Alba.  This district includes the
oldest seat of the Equinne om the Fueine Lake (Lake
of Celanc), which lies in the heart of tha Apennines,
Betieeen the Trorus and the Anio, and wedged in, s it
wors, botween the two Omcan iribes, wore simated the
Hernicans,* whosse geographical position does much to
show the vast importance to Rome of the LEAcU® con-
cluded with them by Sp. Coassius, 486 ».0., which will
be further mentioned below,

Two of the most famons legends in Roman story
belong to the contesta which form the subject of this
section. Coriclanue was the great hero with the Patri-
cian bards amd monalists agminst tho Volscinn, as Ciu-
cinnatus againat the Fquian fos. Hoth legends are
too important to be wholly omitted here, although little
mors than the heads of sach will be given,

Leeeyn oF Contopaxva  C. Marcius, a youth of high
Patrician blood, desconded from the Sebine King Ancus,
aod who had won a civie orown at the Lake Regillus
when cnly seventeen, retock the town of Coricli, a
Latin stronghold which had fallen into the hands of the
Voleciana, and gained from hie valour hich renown, with
the momame of Coriolonua.  But when Gelon, the Groek
King of Byracuse, sent ships to Rome laden with comn
to relicye the prevailing distresms, 0. Marciua proudly
opposed the claime of the Plebeinne, who in revenge

:ukThu iribe belonged mot to the Oscan, bot to vhe Babellian,
1



THE BEQUIAN AKD VOLSCIAK WARR .o

woald have torn him in pleces, had not the Tribunea
restrained them and cited him to oppear before tie
Comjtis. The Patriclans would not stand by him, aod
the hero of Corioli went into sxile with threats and vows
of & tarrible return,

Having gome straight to Antium, he became the
guest of Attns Tullins, There was then a treaty be-
tween the Voleclans and Romans ; tut Toilios, by &
siratagem, procured that the Bunate of Rome should
decree the departure of all Volsciane from the city before
sunsgt, when the Great Games were baing solemnisad,
This was deemed a wanton inault ; and Tulliua, with the
famcous Coriolanus, Jed the Volscians out to batils,

One Latin town after unother fall before the victorious
Roman, until he encamped at the Cluilinn Foss, only
five miles distant from Rome. Nething now was left
to the Bomans Lot prayer. Deputics were sent to the
dreaded exile from the chisf Patriians, but they failed
to move him. The Pontiffa, Flamsns, and Augurs then
marched solemnoly forth, but they also failed. At last
a procesaion of noble matrons, headed by Volumnia, the
mother of C. Marcius, wont forth to the camp, and they
provailed ¥ O my mother," cried he in pain of soul,
4t thon hast saved Bome, but lost thy sen™

The Bapate then raised & temple to Fortuna Muliebris ;
and Coriclanns, Teturning to dwell smong the Volaciana,
toat favour, aud was killed in s tumult

Leaexp or Cixciwwarvs. Lo Quinctios was a Patri-
cian, who had besn elscted Consul Soffoctus in 460, in
the room of P. Valsrius, but whe was content to live
lika & plebeisn yeomsan, on his little farm which lay
beyond the Tiber, somewhers smong the entrenchments
of the Janiculum, Hix wife's nome was Racilia, and he
was father to Heso Quinctins, the wild young Patrician
leader, who perished, probably, in the desperats attempt
upon the Capitol by Herdonius, the Sabine, L. Quine-
tina allowed his hair to grow in lomg curling locks
{cincinni), and from this oustom he gained the surname
of 'Cincinnatus, :
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