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INTRODUCTION,

Ox Wednesday Evening, the 20tk of March last,
I delivered 8 Lecfure on *f Chipping Norton sod
the Neighbourhood in the Olden Time,” in the
Town Hall. The eanviction thet I hronght no speeisl
qualifications fo a wwk such as that, made me
hesitate to occupy the pesmtion of & public teacher
on the oocasion. My oecupation leaves me but
slender opportunities for Dlerary pursmts : but having
had—for some years past—a wish that the inhabi-
tents of my native fown should hear what could
be said about itz early history, I biave devoted—
during the last thres vears—such fragments of fime
as I could spare, to inguiries which related to
the subject. T have simply heen a eollector and com-
piler of materials that sre buried in rare old books,
and spread over e peried of seven or cight centorics.
These materials I first threw into the form of a lecture,
and the lecture has now growm inte a small hook,
which I respeetfully dedicate fo AtL crLassER v THE
Town axp NecasorrHcop or Careeine Norrox.







CHAPTER I
Dride of Antiquity. Claims of Homs,

Awone the different forma of pride of which human
nature is the subjeet, the pride of antigoily is not the
least promrinent, * We have Abraham tg oor father
is a Jewish boast, but it cobodics a wniverssl sonti-
ment. A peasant farmer, who lived in a mud cabin,
snd probably shared his hed-room with his pips and
poultry, once boasted to me ihat he could frace back
his pedigree—mot quite se far as the Deluge, but to a
remoto pericd,  'We are prouder of 047 England than
of Great Britain, The order of procedence at Court
pageants and ceremonials is determined by the date of
the patent of nobility. A scion of a great ducal house
has immortalived himself in o well-known conplet—

“ Yot laws end loarning, trade, and comnmere die |
But give g back eur old mohility 1"
How we worship old castles, sbbeys, cathedrals, and
old ruine. 'What an authority iv all local matters is
that wenerable and half mythieal personage, *the
oldegt inhabitant!* The subjeot possesses additional
interest from the foct that it relates to homs. This
word exercires & fascination over the mind which
belongs to no other in the language. Our holiest
memories, our deepest sympat]:_{es, vur strongost affee-
tzons, and our pleasantest assoctations all cemfre in
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