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INTRODUCTION

A wonn of excuse may seem needed for adding an-
other book on German composition to the large number
already in existence. But we feel that the many such
books issued during the last few years have all neg-
lected to provide for one large clase of students and
one treal need of language work. There are many
excellent books dealing with what the Germans call
Realien, or the facts and words of every-day life, but
there are very few which give an advanced student
the vocabulary necessary for the study of literature
and literary critieiam; there are warious books for
giving practice in the elementary rules and forms of
Gerraan, there are practically none which deal system-
atically with more advanced German ayntax. Now
composition work based on Heglien finds its proper
place in the work of the first and second years, when
the main object of instruction is to familiarize the
pupil with the simple vocabulary of every-day con-
vergation and the elementary forms of the language,
but as soon as the study of the literature is begun,
a different and wider voeabulary is needed. As all
students of German, except in purely business courses,
look forward to some stydy of the lterature as one of
the chief reasons for learning the language, there should
be room for a bock especially adapted to their needs,
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iv INTRODUCTION

The most valuable featura of this hook is probably
the series of exercises on German syntax which form
the firet part. These exercises are the reault of an un-
suceeasful effort Lo find something to meet the needs
of the authors' own classes at Vassar College, After
the elementary study of the grammar, and of the
simple exercises which accompany it, has been followed
by some translation of simple English into German,
and perhaps by some practice in frefe Reproduklion,
the student needs a thorough review of the principles
of grammar and syntax and an opportunity for ac-
quiring proficiency in more difficult constructions,
Most of the larger grammars are provided with exer-
cises intended to afford such opportunity, but these
excreises consist generally of disconmected sentencea,
each illustrating one rule or construction, but with-
out any effort to connect these sentences into s whole,
or to build up vocabulary systematically — an &im of
which the teacher of languages should never lose sight.
Being unable to find what we wanted for such work
with our own classes, we wrote this series of exercises,
which have borne the test of two years’ use in the
class-room, and have proved to be thoroughly satis-
factory. Each group of rules is taken up separately,
and for each a specially prepared German model text
is given, which illustrates the rules to be studied. On
this text the English exercise is based. Each part of
the exercise, German and English, forms in itself a
consecutive whole, treating a subject of interest and
value to the student. In each exercise the vocabulary
is earefully planned to introduse new and valuable
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* words and expressions, while fixing in the memory, h*_v,r
frequent repetition, those which have been gwan in
the preceding lessons,

A student baving worked through these exercises
carefully ghould find himself prepared to meet any
grammatical difficulty which may arise in writing
German, and, st the same time, should be master of
a vocabulary which will put him in & position to read,
write or talk on literary subjects.

The exercises may be wsed in connection with any
grammar, Heferences have been given to several of
those most commonly used in our schools and colleges;
teachers may easily supply others, if needed.

The second part consists of selections for transla-
tions from English into German, which are graded in
difficulty. The subject-matter is also for the most
part literary, and gives opportunity to use and en-
large the vocabulary already acquired. In some of
the passages selected an oceasional word or phrase has
been altered (with the permission of the author), for
the purpose of facilitating translation into German,

The sbstracts of ballads, plays, ete., may serve as
models for other such abstracts to be written directly
in German by the student from the poems or plays
he is reading.

The third part contains suggestions for simple
themes or papers in Cerman based on such dramas
and poems as are usually read in our schools and col-
legea. The first series consists of questions which may
be apswered in ghort themes of two or three pages;
the second series gives suggestions for longer essays.



vi INTRODUCTION

Many teachers feel that, after the difficulties of the
syntax are mastered and a fair vocabulary is acquired,
the student should be ready to write in German on
any subject connected with his work, and should not
continue to translate from one language into the other.
Buch teachers are advised to omit the second part, or
to use only the first few selections ag models for the
student’s own work before taking up the third part.

There are few notes, but the vocabularies are full
and give all the information needed to make it possible
for the student to translate the selections into really
good German. We have tried to remove onc of the
greatest stumbling-bloeks in the way of such transla-
tion by indieating in the English-German voeabulary
the proper prepesition to be used after each noun,
adjective or verb. The tables of declensions, of prepo-
sitions, and of 0ld {or Btrong) and irregular verbs at
the end of the book will be found useful for reference.

M. P. W
Jury, 1909,
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