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Dm_p S-uu.' dnr.ir 18y, ﬁn‘, mef,
Fifrk Impresuon.,

n Bnmrl-_rmdmg] frack pariraiis of pa bl men are
containedin g hook wllh the curlows ritle nl' Uncensored
Calebrities," which Messrs, Fisher Unwin publish. The
apthor, Mr, E, T. Raymond, is I;l::_l'r:n:ﬁlrt-ss‘Iy careful (o

eaplain in his proface llml: the work is ' pol meant for
the ]'I.tII:II'WDIIthpﬂ Ve D pen i Standared,
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given so moch foed Jor thought, and in spite of i
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dacepnded o revealiby men withoue taking sides. .« .
Here we have cleor vision, sane :rpmwn. amnd o very
weafinl gense of humetr, tot always fees acid."—
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PREFACE

SporTLY after the appearance of my former
volume, * Unecensored Celebrities,” 1 received a
letter from a lady who earnestly advised me to
quit the part of a “ sort of malicions Debrett,”
and go in for genuine fiction, for which, she was
kind enough to say, I seemed ominently qualified.

I should have suspected satire but for one fact.
In their kindly and indeed generous references
to my work, the public critics seemed to convey
the same impression of detecting a deliberately
depreciative intention on the part of the author.
Now every man has his vulnerable point. Unlike
Mr. Pott, I could bear being called an ungram-
matical twaddler; I should reflect that English
grammar is a very uncertain thing, and that
twaddle is largely a matter of individual fancy.
I am not in the least concerned when a very
learned critic accuses me of misquoting Mr.
Lorrimer; if I did so, it was with -as little con-
sciousness as M. Jourdain talked prose. But I
should not like to be thought malicious.

Let me, therefore, hasten to explain that if I

have examined with some coolness considerable
b
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figures in politics and letters, it is with quite
other motives than the satisfaction of a desire
to deal caustically or irreverently with established
reputations. What 1 do feel is that in this country
the excessive reverence paid to the * accredited
hero™ is not a good but a bad thing. If means
that the politician, once arrived, can do much as
he chooses, which is bad for the country and not
good for the politician. It means that our
merchants of ideas, once well established on the
bookstalls, can sell us pretty well what they like.
It means that a “ name,” however obtained,
exerts the influence that should only attach to
a reality. It means, finally, that the public does
not get the best out of its older men (since their
sccond best is readily aceepted), while the younger
talent has a hard task in gefting recognition, or
even a living. And it is young talent, above all,
of which the country stands most in need.

Of the sketches assembled in this volume, a
number appeared in FEveryman, and others in
The Outlook.
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