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Chur purpose in tepehlishing this litde ook of poems, & cen-
tury and 2 quarter after the death of the asthor, is to acquaint
the present generation more thotonghly with her remarkable
gemius, She was born 1o Africa, and at the age of eight
years was beought to America and aold into slavery to a
Mrs. Jolin Wheatley m Tloston.  Withain a vear of her ar-
rival she cowld read and wrire English, of which she was
previousle fnoentivd dgsotasce;  She also goquired a knowl-
edge of the classics, and developed w pleasing poetic style.
Before she was twenly her writings had sttracted the at-
tenbion of many lileraty people of Tagland, and m 1773 a
volime oi her poems swas published in Londown. Sioce then
there have been many edibiots pablished: one fn 1784 in
Boston, aaother i Albany, 1703, another i 180z, another o
1503, another 1816, Memoirs and Poemis of Phillis Wheatley
in 1834, 1833 and 1838 Her poems constituted the secomd
volnme of Ablee Joseph La Valle's book, “The Negro
Fanalled by few Toropeans,” in 1801, Besides these, many
separate poems have been published, pechaps the earlicst being
it memory of George Whiteheld, prioded 1 1770, Many of her
potms were not pablished,  She wtote a poom to George
Whashington, which the general highly complimented, but
which hie was too madest 1o pabiizl.

Phillis Wheatley was married to s Mr, Peters, in Boston,
but died soon after in 1784, at aboul the age of thirty-one
years. Her poems were written and published befove her
martiage, and she was known as Phillis Wheatley rather tian
Fhillis W, Peters.
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Phillis Wheatley served as po enc of her day could—to
prave canclusively the capacity for the highest culture on the
part of the Negro race. The doay of contentions on this sub-
ject has passed and there is no need for aty sdefence alomg
this line, But her name and works should never perish,
they should always he cherished muost warmly by the
members of her race, and the lovers of literature generally,
Her poems stand for themselves. They show a mind of re-
finerent, highly religous with strong comvictions as ta the
life after death and the felicity of (ke departed good.

Her language shows the grade of her reading, and its wids
range.  She was sueprisingly Gonkae with the Bible and with
the elassics, while her poems show that she was also o care
[ul observer of Maturc.

We have adhered, as closely as possible, Lo the guaint forms
and wsages which oceur in the carliest cdition, thinking tha
these may possess somicthing of totercst and charm for the
sindent of litcrature, while they can scarcely prove of ma-
ierial dizadvaniage o the casual rcader..

RICHARD [ WRIGHT, TR,
CHARLOTTE CROGMAN WRIGHT.
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Firet Publisher's Jreface, 1773

The following FPoema were weitten originally for the
Apmusement of the Author, as they were the Products of
her letsure Moments She had ne [otention ever (o hHawve
publizhed them: nor wonld they now have made their Ap-
pearance, but at the Tmportunity of many of her best amd
most generous Uriends, 1o whom she considecs: herself, as un-
der the preatest Obligatione,

Az her Attemipts in Poetry are now sent into the World, it
is hoped the Critic will not severcly censure their TDefects;
aml we presmme they have too moch Merit to be cast aside
with Comtetnpt, 85 worthless and crifling Effusions,

MAs to the [hsadvantazes she has labored onder, with re-
gard to Leanvng, colhing needs 1o be offered, as ber has-
ter's Letier im the following Page will sulliciently show the
Dnfliculties in this Respeet she had to eneounter,

With all their Tmperfections, the Poems are now  hombly
submitted to the Detisal of the Pablic;

M. Wheatley's Tetter

The foltowing 15 w copr of a Letter sent by the Adthor's
Muster to the Puablisher:

Ifltis was Lrouwght fvom Africe 1o Awerica, in the year
1781, between seven and cight Years of age, withont any as-
sistpnes from School Hdwecation, and by only what ghe was
taught in the Family, she iu sixteen Months” Time from her
arrival, aitained the Eoglish Language, 10 which she was an
witer Stranger heforc; to sucly o Degree, as to read any, the
most diffenlt parts of the Sacred Writiogs, to the preat As-
tomishaent of all who heaed lier,

As to ler Writing, her owa Corigsity led her ro it ; and this
she legrned 10 sa short 4 Time, that 1o the year 1705, she wrote
a Letter to the Rev. Mreo Occotn, the fodias Mimdsler, while in
England.

She has a grear Inclination to learn the Latin Tongue, and
has made some Progress in it. This Helation is given by
her Master, who brought her, and with whom she now lives.

JOTIN WHEATLEY.

Boston, Movember 14, 1772

3



#r The Poems of Phillis Wheatley &

To the Public

Az it has been Hrptal:tdty suppested to the Publisher by
Perzons who have seen the Manuscript, ihat Numbers would
be ready to suspeet that they wete not really the Writings of
Protris, he has procured the following Attestations from the
most respectable Characters in Doston, that none might have
the least Ground for diaputing their Originality .

We, whose MNames are Underwritten, do assure the World,
that the Poeusz specificd in the following Page® (the words
“following Page” allude to the Coulents of the Manunseript
Capy, which are weote al the back of the above Attestation],
were (as we verily helieve) written by fhilfis, a young Negro
Girl, who was but a few Years sinze, bronght an uncultivared
Barbarian from dfrica, and has ever zinee been, and now 15,
under the Disadvaotage of serving as a Slave in a Family in
this Town, She bas boen examined by some of the Dest
Judges, and is thoustt qualified 10 write them,

His Excellency, Thomas Hutchinson, Governor

The Hon. Androw Oliver, Tientenant-Covernor

The Hon. Thomas Habliard Mr. Jabn Wheatley, her Master
The Hen. John Erving The Rev, Charles Charuey, DL
The Houn. James Pitts The Rev. Mather Hoyles, DLD.
The Hon Harrizen Gray The Rev. Ed, Pemborton, DI,
The Han, James Bowdoin  The Rev. Andrew Elliot, IND,

John Hancock, Esq. The Bev. Samuel Cooper, DI
Joseph Green, Tisn. The RBev, Alr, Samuel Mather
Richard Carcy, Esq. The Rev. Mr. John Moorhead

N. B—The original Attestation, signed by the above Gen-
tlemen, may be seen by appiving to Archibald Bell, Bookseller,
No. 8 Aldgate Street,
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