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PREFACE.

SoME years ago, while engaged on my edition of the Paston
Letters, ] was anxious to examine as far ss possible every original
souree of information for the reigns of Henry VI and Edward IV.;
end, having found some unedited matter relating to those reigns in
two MSS. in the Lambeth Library, [ recommended them to the
Council of the Camden Society for publication. My proposal was
at onee agreed to; but in the ime, n more i ing MS.
having presented itself relazing to the same period, the work was
kept back to make way for The Historical Collections of a Citizen
of London, which appeared in 1876. I bave, however, steadily
kept in view the fulfilment of my original promise to the Society;
and the result is that I have been led to do somewhet more than [
originally contemplated. For it will be sesn that the present
volume, besides contsining contributons from the twe Lambeth
MSS. above referred to, includes an unpublished chronicle of the
same period, from & M5, in the College of Arms. Moreover, I had
scarcely begun to examine the work seriously, when I found that it
wasa quite impossible to omis the bulk of John Stowe's Memoranda
in the Lambeth MS, 306; snd, although they extend to a much
later period, these aloo have been inserted,

But 1 must now speak of this MS. more particularly, as it
furnishes the greater part of the materialy of this work.

MS. 306 in the Lambeth Library is s stout folie volume in an
sncient omamental binding, mow very muck worm-eaten. The
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u PREFACE.

back has been renewed; but the two wooden boards covered with
stamped leather preserve their original appearance. The clasps,
bowever, which once held them together, are gone, the brass peils
alone remaining in the one cover, end part of the ornamental fittings
on which they clasped still existing in the other. The design on
each cover consists of lozenge-shaped compartmenta filled with folisted
ornaments and a framework parallel with the edges, in which the
Beaufort porteuliis, s branch of oak with acorns, s crowned lion
and » dmgon, are discernible, It is quite evidently a Tudor
binding.

The contents of the volumes are various in character, The
1 handwritings are partly of the fifieenth and parily of the sixteenth
century. - The short Chronicle printed in this volume etands at the
beginning. It was probably penned iu the reign of Edward IV.
uot long after the date to which it comes down. Marginal notes,
however, have been added to the text in a hand of Henry VIIL's
time, and the text iteelf is ionally d with sdditi
and insertions in the same hand. Where these corrections are
important they will be found noted in footnotes in this volume.
The same writing also can be traced in s number of other articles
throughout the volume, chiefly of the nature of medicdl receipts,
and in some notes on tha inside of the cover, which refer to the
dates of events aa Iate a8 the middle of the reign of Hemry VIIL
It must have been during the time of this penmanthat the MS.
was bound ; for several of his marginal notes in the chronicle are
mutilated, owing to the edges of the paper having been cut by the
binder; yet it is clear that he wrote the memoranda ingide the cover
after the book was bound,

The Short Chronicle, though it looks like one, is really three
short chronicles written or transcribed consecutively by the same
pen. _The first 'is & very briel abridgment of ‘the well-known
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Chronicle of the Brute, beginning the history of Albion with the
fabled Albing, and ending in the first year of Henry IV. This
composition, it is almost needless to say, is sbeolutely destitute of
historical value; buc as *the Brute " itself has mever yet been
edited, and is consequently i ible to all but students of black
letter and readers of medimval MSS., this epitome of what waa once
the most popular history of England may not be without interest.
One point which may strike the reader as curions, and which might
even Le worth a little inveatigation, if any one could afford to spend
some time in the comparison of varicus MSS., is the considerable
additior. here made, through transcribers’ evrors and otherwise, to
the list of mythical kings in Geoffrey of Monmouth. Thus we have
“Gynder" instead of ¢ Guiderus,” “ Grandobodian ™ instead of * Gor-
bonian,” ' Hesydere™ for * Elidurus,” ** Higamus™ for ** Vigenius,”
and & number of other alizses which are certainly quite as legitimate
names a3 their prototypes for uviterly unreal personages. The most
curious transformation perhaps is that of Aurelius Ambrosins into
Aurylamboa. .

Immediately following the abridged ** Brute "* we heve & copy of
Lydgete's verses on the Kings of England, showing some slight
variations from the text printed in the * Collections of a London
Citizen.”

After which comes one of the regular city chronicles, beginning
with the keepers and beiliffs of Lendon in the time of Richard 1.,
and a register of mayors and sheriffs from the first institution of
the mayoralty in the time of King John. Tt is in this composition,
and of course in the latter part of it only, that the real historieal
velue of the work consists; for down to the reign of Henry V. the
record of each mayor's yesr is o very bald onme, and containg
nothing that is not found elsewhere. The catalogue of civic
officers iwelf however may possibly be of some slight value; for




